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Along the Lincoln Highway

Well- P‘ ;

sneaked out of town — presumabl - 0 purchase m - §upp

enight

Fourteen months later the well —ndwdl own as “J ‘. bo” - e ffrom

experts as far away as Chicago, but{fapstly. L3 the hard wo %\tch 300
feet of pipe, 40 carloads of stone, 1°OI ATTe [« i. e 1 med the flow.
The town’s $175 initial investment fwlled by mans reth s fi _ H rolled.

i

I |
The location of the old well is marledftoday, L btreet

and 8th Avenue in Belle Plaine. Thie "8t aér_ ‘

Where did Weir go? Years later, he nitra o ig-a well.in okee, Iowa. It was customary at the time
for a well-digger to drink the ceren onial firs t of water to prove the well’s quality. Weir honored the
tradition, contracted typhoid fever prd"d fed. Back then, the doctor called it “well digger’s disease.” X«

Our first website in the spotlight belongs to long-time Lincoln Highway advocate and author of the book that
helped start it all (over again), Drakefjgkpiis@itletter of the Iowa Lincoln

Visitors to www.drakehokanson.com can view hm@&&h‘ﬁ’gﬁ@ﬁﬁ? Saﬂﬁl%if.fl?é"photographs as well as publications going back
to 1988 when Drake published The meoanBgmgyz Fets *photos are-avatlable for purchase, as are his books. The
professional and easy-to-navigate site also discusses Vi@ btwepid@sugly and you can learn about upcoming photo
exhibits.

Our second website offers a break fronﬂ@e@mﬁ@e}@fﬁf}y iftechissdhats Orbitz and Travelocity. As the

www.MotelGuide.com website states, "It is our sincere desire to provide this guide a$ a service to motels and the traveling
public for your travel experience." By Bill Jepsen

Boone, Iowa.
From the Timber Motel in Clinton to the Starlite in Council Bluffs, MotelGuide.com is "the only motel guide on the web for

1/6/2013 2:56 PM



9:1 - Spring 2004 http://www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/iowa/newsletter/Paul's NL Archive...

'mom and pop'-owned motels." X«
I read with interest Van and Bev Becker's

column in the Winter issue and am glad to

/ hear that some ‘Ldmg questi /
We'll See You onthe-lsincotn Highway:
along the Lincoln Highway. That reaffirms
HIW, St Hat, LS he PN adnpthe
g]ect am writing a %ook about the

Stet}éﬁt‘&éﬁrgﬁ industry Jig 9% ¥t }&yﬁrﬁ?/

far chronicled over 90 automdtive “efforts.”

Jeff LaCollgtte, ched albEONRCOLhGOMMY]
HelehiNeitato uncoveBStateiGesiter,dlarskiall County

REsHBEkereld  TloromBiitogn the

automobiles cited by the Beckers and add
Chell;{ys(gmgerke Ames, Story County

Clinton’s Lamb, Marshalltown's

Ramblins Ao OLiﬁtf’ﬂfmfspﬁe ighway.

into the mer s" categor
the Rest intentions el dntenbons.any way
- sherecrisr Moinevidenaeiithstaaayntef khese

enterprises everl plodezedi4 single car.
Submitted by Su Aros, Secretary.

Council Bluff's Ke s is, listed in the
Approximately 30 members and guests tatt%’dgdcthmﬂanoja meetlegr 1%519§/&LHA Coffee, tea, fruit and cookies

0g merican
were provided by our host, Catherine go{) the Public Library could find no

Mike Kellycalled the meeting to order S 98B tMuﬂi‘fés Brodroigef1 3603t Geting held in Boone were approved as
published in the Winter 2003 ILHA Newdigitypes."

The goodpegplests theelldlpgary did come

up with information about Mr. L.P. Madsen
Joyce Ausberger reported checking asnolidtibaldnmmem$izld34vichivits,$ A2h0sidted for the LH Walking Tour booklet of
Ogden. Savings account balance is $426h2hartveyde WekddV tdtrstatusshiopibdigeh 4aesaniation and personal) made to the State
Center Main Street Brick Project. Pauk%&mdﬂpro%@pledg@iﬁmmmwmn

absorbed the name of their maker instead of

a conventibfigibesshpRep OrtActually the

Cecil Stewart reported a gain of 10 %gg%%}%ﬂ? %gtv & m m;ﬁg dec} fOrksa 0 §

Approximately 350 newsletters are distfiph (f each qu ‘r’t’ere merely a st e e, wit
he machmes often sold to acquaintances of

the manu§agiePiecioies Repsrtpeople”  as

Wollman called them, and right there in
Paul Walker reported Ausberger’s are@egamizimBlaffys tour from lowa to the 2004 Annual Conference in Chester, WV, June
16-19.
* Copies of the 2004 Nostalgic Event CalMdds¢avaiiable hlankdokithradidg\Wodinwnlag online at www.LHTP.com were
circulated as well as California and Illijesisel@raptdt iswedettarsted that there existed
* Jeff LaFollette is the new consul for €dintondZeunty féplaink Blmifs Katel®bil,Jeffithjon66(@netins.net) lives in Dixon IA
and is currently President of the Route ‘6Kik¥$dviatisarm il invis. Withl16(thrbemhbelisoElmer sends his thanks to the
ILHA for his experiences as Clintortémcomnhster, ThtadsgoibEtarad a successful
* Paul's request to the LHA to be relietmad obithe doadentisedlhdvisms positiowthies granted. Upon request, Paul
agreed to stay on until the summer 0@ factierersce.

* Rollin Southwell of the Utah LHA was introduced and reported on plans underway for the 2005 Annual LH
Conference in Ely, Nevada. Although the Desert Flyer is sometimes

attributed to Council Bluffs, it’s likely that
this “one-offfitmrasViaefingnUpidwteda and then

?ﬁte Center for its membership drive.
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* April 10 ILHA Meeting:Walker to amenkteviith WagatdCQlouincionBlid feegdatiggwlths underway for this meeting. Motion
made and carried to have Colo/Joe Harjter awstemdbpdkRltdBoatedbgationBertzchy  is

o _ credited with producing a quantity of )
* October 9 meeting in Des Moines WﬂEeP&??ﬁE&%bycgﬁl’o?f{&‘!staanWﬂévlél‘flu%% a tour of Des Moines-area Jefferson

Highway road and sites. automobiles that bore his name.

Mike Kelly to follow up on the joint Illinoﬁ{éo%%gﬁ?g%gbeﬁ‘mmgé §f 2004 as noted in the IL newsletter.

predecessor %e z‘bhg‘%l Sili\l/gsnsneapolis—Moline

model from the late 1930s, though I am
Rural Heritage Center — State Centékeptical. The Council Bluffs Library has

nothing on this venture and more research
Noble asked the ILHA members téspreyided.H iAtgipoesive ditéoidaasiéor digplay in the center when restoration
is complete. Center’s goal is as regiemdéneimurdedorevisitor information on area tourist sites. Donna Sampson,

Main Street Project director, was introduced to the group.
There is one auto you can actually see. In

IDOT Presentation, Federal Legislalid®d NIAS¢studyahoeleis Byt WagdAppRagtidst.
Maxen Electric were built by Roy

* ILHA presentation by Charlie Ku@fg@émg?pr@gémq@&@éaTbyﬁgﬂ?g&qumes.

t i 1970 dgnat
* Kelly reported that he, Lyell He?ﬁﬁ?ﬁcij%@%ﬁg) '}E‘c/ev Y&}%sht%r} e %ga%ﬁiation met with the DOT in Cedar

i{a}f)fl.ds to discuss safety issues at ﬁgg{l&wgﬁs,{gg}e 88}11’%1!, 5.8 e‘fveld? 1%15”1 Iriveway, making it more visible to
raffic.

today at 615 First Avenue SE.

* Jeff Benson to draft letter for ILHﬁIé“e‘)ggi/ghrggM;:lciﬁt% Rfraess%rﬁg,ti&r} (%i CtPeedenhancement funds (which have
benefited many LH projects) in the Elegﬁl:fé&ir@f\ fs%%lg%tf?ﬂebg})bne Weekly News.

* A draft report of the NPS Stud);r Bgstwor pto@eﬂq%%‘qsveﬂﬁd%éﬂsg@%%ng with a national committee.
Historic significance of the LH nee8¥S b, -'emﬂﬁas%&%@%&%s?égﬁlﬁ%pﬁs (Governor Vilsack was raised on

the LH in PA). State Senator Daryf%‘ffﬁ(}g] Ft. DOYsY FoftheTsWa"FraRESortation board and is a member of
the LH. that it never made 1t out of Michie’s yard.

Nothing more can be found about it.

* Benson, Noble and Kuester will re-visit the Scenic Byway application process. Ten years have passed since
Ausbergers tried for this designation. Thsee Rye Iﬂoigefgg&f%{ RPN in their application efforts and

received the designation. remember the Litestar. This strange
combination of motorcycle/auto looked like
LHA Websites the cockpit of a jet fighter on wheels. It was

promoted with a top speed of 100 MPH on
* Walker has responsibility for keqptngﬁg;gap@'xteggumepwmkaip@wwlbgteas need to be uploaded as well as
updating the list of ILHA officers apsbfcpuytie (ongnls. There were optimistic

announcements, requests for financinlg...
* The national website needs updating ss obtdider ‘News”, the 2003 Indiana Conference is the highlight!

Executive Committee and Board of Director info needs updating.

The Carroll venture came to a grinding
halt when the principle players picked up

Southwell reported that LH-initiatI(\)}/}‘?ﬁalsfallﬁ%%e%n%vré;%‘éédm@,%'[0qg(?lgr%tclaqrel 3P Utah to complete state’s LH. In
return, State would rename Johnson Eas@%gl Fi‘s“:}l\lgr ?Sssoei%él Build a %graurlnr%e% , which never happened. Bureau
&

of Land Management will donate 1aRd ot tw 1ich to Buile Ce(,)rlhngrsllfrlrllgrl{%. a yeat,

and I hope readers enjoy it. X«

Fisher Monument Project.

Southwell estimates $20,000 to bui i mittee, has written to individuals

and companies with personal or historic igterest in Fisher and the LH requesting funding.
T@ff iaﬁbﬁf@m@ ew

Motion made and carried that ILHA wo@lf] geelg P T00ov@g fpepjment and challenge all state associations

to pledge equal amount.

) I 'am honored to serve as the new Clinton County
Walker to contact national treasurer Jess Peterser to formalize grant escrow account, and promote the challenge
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nationwide. Consul for the ITowa LHA. I live three miles from
the Clinton County line and am quite familiar
Reed/Niland’s Corner Project. with the Lincoln. Elmer Ketelsen served in this

position admirably for years, and I hope to fulfill
* Niland’s Café ribbon cutting waghsld.onrRecsianels 21208, Café open Tuesdays through Sundays with

capacity for 60. Copy of menu was provided by Joe Harper to all.
I am also serving on the committee that is

* Reed'’s Station restoration complegekipdecaniagcta besgomalaiesidnaha Spring.
Dixon, lowa, where my wife Annette and I now

* Harper reported that the Commitﬁ?‘?e%s%q?&éeeg% Grand Qpening g(})}g&(r‘l,[gluipg with Colo Crossroads Festival in
July. already feel like part of this small community.

Let me givggwgyoggfigfélgﬁfﬂ’&rfsam 44 years

old, and have been married to my wonderful
\{/rilfee%rrl%'Z years. I have a daughter, Diana, who

Linn: Van Becker reported that Lﬁsiétgéﬁif}%fg%&f M%@E’?{ﬁ%ﬁ’ie@d%‘ We\%ﬁerﬁate still unknown regarding the LH
(now Holland) Orchard. Mortgagen%llgl) El%rrlll&egs ll%isejtr(l)%g%asp ¢%rr11—tlglw is(%g‘%}g retired.; LH marker is in basement of
that building. Tall Corn Historians r%ﬁYSrelréttﬁf no %Svglrl%bfel %%’&v%}ﬂoi)nclude Bev’s input on the importance of

the seedling mile that was replaced i Lin Co.

Clinton: LaFollette unable to attend

Benton: Ron Preston reported thaimherbtiteine re—BeHe ime—msetp—io—tmetermaErwitlan completion
scheduled for the end of July. A intQ a6 ‘bek Y Mk Kelly reported
Youngyville is closed for the winter. 3T 510) .. yolus \ _ icreas pehs it y : Iing.

Tama: Ron Cory reported that : . ' ‘B Festival Tl -. : y 14/15.

Maintenance of the bridge and pa i :. < i I Vin '} e &) ' > ted as “LH
car” for parade. Work continues o 10w - 4 " ' L ,

Marshall: Noble reports Rose Festi thedil] r Juni 20 #mSta 18y ar in Tama
festival for Rose Festival. ILHA wlisiaye miet hip sign-up tables « : ber sign-up
effort held in conjunction with the [N&§#d: ' 'f VS ident by new members|reported in
newsletter. Marshalltown C&VB i '

I i .
Story: Benson reported Tom Richdrds striving to make 2004 Nevadd EH Days mar: H exhibit at
Ames Public Library will be up thfough January 18. Ames has fundeg ¢ . it changed

Ames. Jeff to give LH lecture on Japuary 17 in the Ames Library. Full-pdge aFtic a8 publised in Ames
paper in December. LH Artists Ytudio Tour scheduled for October 16 | 7h-artistlp: 0 fee, partly
used to print promotional broch ith si i arti i tes will be
planned along the tour, complete w}ilttha ac}<7s mﬁmlf,ers}ép info and LH items for sale. Sites also available
for artists who don’t want visitors {o their st : =04 B RtEIEnT osu%rﬁ{ b% available to local businesses. Jeff asked
for contact from each tour city: ate Uenter: bgi‘e ?ﬁl ]ggt néléqog ee{n?r Sampson; Colo: Scott; Ames: Benson;
entK/[years. qg) rink. eﬂ%s an
re oyce to rn

. am a
Boone: John Fitzsimmons or Barb &S oe. ; egrcrilen;
ervice Managef.

contact.

Boone: John Fitzsimmons saw genpijne é%teegr?%rlc%igé% tLoIf'[tﬁft

have been gobbled up. John suggested that an ingert to the b

Ssocidtion of I11inois smce

v\{g%l%end at Scenic Valley RR where LH brochures
ure list paved and gravel “hot spots” on the LH.
, and d mémber

Ro
19
Greene: Bob Owens is working on the Il)%gso’érh\?ﬁ]tl%seo]fvﬁq 0B BGPIAIRINGE station on the east edge of Jefferson.
. . 906, L was chaigman ff t‘:fle otor, Tour, our . .
County supervisors are involved an: supporting this etfort. Igh %}&&5 gymer and leading the restoration of
the “old” Camp Cozy south of Grafa{ ljlnctllglr?lcs) 0(])"];(1O lIlgljcro u ren -20
P y and am currenﬁly the group’s news‘iegér editor.

Carroll: Norma Berns reports Wittrlogr%’glglg%v%%? 1 anc 8%‘8?8}8% tstlgg%rolrc'nksgﬂl for sale. New curator at the Carroll

Co. Historical museum has asked fer, %&gydz&sggl)%ﬁrati%ofﬁrﬁli g]ﬁ% Kollin spent 3 days doing research along Hwy. 6
(River to River Road) which was O%a?@%%ﬁ?%ﬁ?o?ﬂf&ﬁigoeﬁ%%ﬁoﬁlg‘ﬁi%ﬁ??&balA'
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Crawford: no report Zoning Board.I applied for a Riverboat

Development Grant for $7500 to fund Dixon’s
Harrison: Dedication of the LincokasHViagenredfabstine WasphebdraporOstabkes 27, 2003 with approx. 100 people
attending. Elaine Ehlert reported tlatipedsonTieelaitythickast ior$ds olufing thtaldedication was selected by drawing
a name out of the box; drawing cosf $50,0l6e Wamdhilke iistonicad{ichiikothiwill save the canopied (“eyebrow”)
gas station there. Elaine hopes to Wesipeshihid, biinnem dyatvitiavili it alllh¢otphle Festival was held on September
27/28; a brick-throwing contest furalbidsealsbeatioal dnlhiehl Sep@ddted good proceeds.

Pottawattamie: Brett Ford’s writteW itbpoytespraidnehan presdficiion @idskepipbject is moving forward. $26K bid

received for deck construction and ¢vestirtedpeading sheReieled Absadatintfsse who provided input for funding
ideas. the past 4 /4 years, I hope to bring valuable

experience to the Lincoln Highway Association.
Meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. I will work hard in Clinton County and
throughout lowa for the common good of the

Lunch was served at Bailey’s Pizzq, ifpligyvest By ddaussqfall ateoms plespersiysStore. Original shelving, bins, cash
register, display cases, scales, coolgrgrelights, and other valuable items make this a “must see” for visitors.

Watson’s is open from May to September on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Restoration has begun on 104
Main Street which will become thEhRaliabihgataderenepporithtdiepkiys gslanned for the LH as well as Barn
Restorer’s organization. Last, the &fopnasitaiydheipsiel’ d Bxalo&orsiaedideft as is by its previous owner - as if he
closed one day at 5 p.m. and never Rggf#ngdll afyou soon. X

Respectfully submitted,

Springtittie ¥T€4hs Tama
mgp Fachival Timeae

by Ron &%%%%f’&%r%y Consul
Board of Directors (County Consuls),

ke taff The 25tl} Annual Lincoln Highway Bridge

Friday gvening activities include the Bill ]
is kicked off with a 5K run at 8:00 a.m. do

The bigger-than-ever parade starts at 10
Montezfima High School Band, the Issis
"1 participated.

. A beef harbeque follows the parade and

presentdd directly in front of the Tama C
childrenys show from Estes Park, Colorad:s
¥ his brot'Iers who have performed in Nas

Especially for kids will be the popular $Z
food court will be in operation both Frida

Join us [for the celebration under the L
informagion contact Ron Cory at 641-484-:

Clinten County

bkl e Bxesident’s

Cedar County Corner.
Brad & LinNdifenKe(33) I 4 T583ident

Lihe €onkndyne to preserve Lincoln Highway
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sites is representative of not just a hlghway, but
Vopast Bev ek fimd ARl AWMl eag
s The Idncoln Highway. It is in our best interest
]%ento

g% 5:1) V%g @1585) 1%];}0 outes in the state.

incol ur mos]t recognized and

ﬁ%tad%lgﬂ ted historic highway, the
RsleEsAes 5y 9duma pf Towa's "registered”

highway routes shows there are 63 others that
Mitaighblcdsigiegs the state. This map, which is
(atieaibabisterigadisplgaagdiitand's Cafs,
helps visitors from across the state connect their
Stominfueinidy with the Lincoln Highway corridor.
Margaret Elbert (515) 233-1445
Speaking of other highways, I'd like to
BeenwGrupt¥ LaFollette, our new Clinton
Jasukitgsapmont (540 M ésident of the
TR &t Bad Aestsatidhod AEE0di There has
always been a bit of friendly competition
een t u,jtgg fz? example, they had a

wens
eV1510r1 er1 S name for them but we had

@a}lﬁa}{ @mgiable evening when George

Nogston pale e show. sxgm Johnny Carson.
Not only do people still talk about that

(Graomfony] Scomptyctually mimic his
ArditinSpisedén reckd)ingoRd 18gendary

show. Enough of the differences — this looks
Haxr l&ﬁ‘bf;‘BBMmtg to celebrate our
Eslﬁ%qa@‘?tleég (712) 647-2779

By Pofta fttan;llz%o%ﬁl West to Ron Corey who
| rqll(l %s an ac§3<7e member but will

be Steppméﬂﬁm} P ONEERTe and

space do not permit me to adequately thank
Menbtastal Gwdrbimites done for lowa LHA.
(Xcil Stewart

Newsletter Editor
Paul WaRanral Heritage Center

Nobgglghmet[r@s Grand Opening .
L?‘Ofe%‘s}ll*lee{ﬁy(?ounty Consul Catherine Noble

reporfsthaton May 14th _State Center Main

6 of 10

Street will host a celebration for the
restoration of the structure at 104 W. Main.
This is the dilapidated building next door to
famous Watsons Grocery on the Lincoln
Highway in State Center.

1/6/2013 2:56 PM
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From 5 to 10 p.m. there will be tours of the
building, musical entertainment, and the State
Center Farmers’ Market. Everyone is welcome.

For more information, contact Jeff Merrill at
641-485-3959.

Have Spare
Tire,
Will Travel

By Van & Bev Becker

wpeDD.j
2117
bytes)

Let's look back six months to our Autumn
2003 column in which we referred to a
boathouse north of Detroit, Michigan on
Lake St. Charles, a small lake connecting
Great Lakes Huron and Erie.

The boathouse had belonged to first LHA
President Henry Joy who was also President

1/6/2013 2:56 PM
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of the Packard Motor Company. This
boathouse was later donated by the widow
of Henry Joy to what is now the Gross
Pointe Sailing Club; a generous gift indeed.
As time passed, the building aged and the
trendy City of Gross Pointe raised taxes.
Recently I spoke with a member of the
sailing club’s Grounds Committee and
unfortunately, Henry Joy’s beloved
boathouse will probably be torn down
before year’s end. They blame the tax
situation.

In the same article, I wrote of young Abe
Lincoln’s involvement in a prominent
Davenport/Rock Island lawsuit. In his
legal capacity as a railroad president, James
EF. Joy, Henry Joy’s father, was the first to
enlist and hire Abe Lincoln in legal work for
the railroads.

On May 6, 1856, the new side-wheel
steamer, Effie Afton, veered to the left (Ilowa
side) and struck the Chicago and Rock
Island Railroad bridge, the first railroad
bridge that crossed the Mississippi River at
Davenport/Rock Island. Research reveals
that after the collision, the steamer stalled
and the river wedged the boat in below the
bridge decking, breaking the smokestacks
and showering both bridge and boat with
sparks. Newspaper accounts use the word
“spectacular” to describe the resulting
conflagration. The passengers escaped, but
the livestock aboard were destroyed. In the
end, the draw span was inoperable, the
bridge was impassable and the Effie Afton
was a charred sunken hull.

The boat owners sued the railroad/bridge
company, claiming the bridge was a hazard
to navigation. Intervening was a young Mr.
Lincoln who reviewed the logbook of a local
ferryboat that had been struck earlier in the
day by the Effie Afton as it departed Rock
Island for St. Paul. Lincoln walked to the
damaged center draw span of the bridge,
asked a few questions about the river’s
current, looked over the edge at the water,
then nodded and left the bridge. Many
years later, the U.S. Supreme Court finally
settled the trial in favor of the railroad and
bridge company.
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The original railroad bridge was repaired
and replacement bridges were constructed
in 1865, 1872 and 1896. The 1896 bridge
steel bridge is still in use today.

The Effie Afton never sailed again. Years
later, a dredging crew discovered the ship’s
bell, which can be seen today on display in
the Rock Island Arsenal Museum.

But I digress.

Bumping along the Lincoln Highway into
the town of Belle Plaine, an early traveler
could visit the site of the Jumbo Well,
“Eighth Wonder of the World!” The well is
celebrated each September by townsfolk
with a carnival and 3-day celebration named
- what else? - Jumbo Well Days.

Back in the summer of 1886, the town of
Belle Plaine contracted for an artesian well
for water and fire protection. The
well-digger, William Weir, was paid $175 to
dig it. Why the site south of the railroad
station was selected is unknown other than
it was in the middle of the street.

The Weir family’s cup ranneth over. The
Belle Plaine artesian well erupted into a
monster, spewing more than 3,000 gallons
of water per minute into the street.

This made the news, not just in Belle Plaine,
but coast-to-coast and beyond. A Paris,
France, newspaper carried a photo with the
story. The (doctored) Paris photo showed
the main downtown street flooded with 2-3
feet of water. The water threatened homes
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and businesses.
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