
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Iowa Lincoln Highway Association  
Jan 13th, 2018  

Community Room 
State Center, Iowa   

Submitted By: Jan Gammon  
   
Officers and Consuls in Attendance:  
Vice President: Cathie Nichols  
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
Secretary: Jan Gammon  
State Director: Dean Parr 
Clinton County: Cathie Nichols 
Cedar County-: Joe Goodlove 
Benton County: Mike Kelly   
Tama County: Allan Richards 
Marshall County: Harlan Quick 
Story County: Carroll Stokesbary  
Greene County: Joyce Ausberger 
 

Others in Attendance:  Lyell Henry, Bob Ausberger, Kristine Pope, Bev Winkie, Jeannie Parr, Sandii 
Huemann-Kelly, Marcia Quick, Michelle Roseburrough, and Tim Warden  

Called to Order: Cathie Nichols called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM.    

Secretary Report: The minutes had been emailed out prior to the meeting. Cathie had a correction on 
the first page- her name should be changed to Barbara Hackfort under the Secretary report as Cathie 
was not at the last meeting. Also on the first page, Jeannie said “Fareway” should be changed to Hy-
Vee”.  With these 2 corrections, Jeannie moved that the minutes be approved. Carroll seconded and 
motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: There is $9,710.96 in the checking account and $5,998.37 in the Investment 
account. The Jeff Benson Endowment has $1,253.76 and the balance of the Hamilton money is 
$1,433.00. 

The year-end Income is as follows: 

Iowa Memberships    $   425.00  Donations  $   55.00  

IA portion of National Membership  $1,323.00  Reimbursements $ 381.00   

Sales of merchandise (T-shirts)  $1,032.00  Iowa Motor Tour profit $   60.00  

Newsletter ads    $    90.00 

The Year-end Expenses are as follows: 



Newsletters- printing and postage $924.79  Membership Brochures                     $  1,053.38  

Conference expenses   $2091.53 Interpretive Signs (Hamilton funds) $ 3,093.77 

Meredith’s contract   $4863.48 Donations (Westside/ HWY Walkers)$  350.00 

Membership Report:  Dean reports that we have 3 new national members and 2 Iowa members for a 
total of 297 members.  That is 24 complementary, 23 IMM, 63 Iowa only, 12 Lifetime, and 175 National. 
Dean is not always getting notified when we have new members. He will work with Bob, national 
membership person, to get a better system. Dean will send out renewal notices soon.  

State Director Update: November’s teleconference main discussion was the National Conference in 
June in New Jersey.  Person organizing has done several conferences, so they are well organized. Dean 
says this is the best way to see the NY/NJ part of route. He thinks that is the hardest part to do. Look at 
the website and get hotel rooms reserved. It is a really good rate. 

The treasurer is still having problems getting the new bank to approve using credit cards. Jesse has shut 
off credit cards at the old bank in Utah, so Jim Cassler is running any credit card memberships through 
his business, then sending dollars to the National treasurer. 

The 2019 Conference will be in Rock Springs, WY 

Sometime after the call, Dean was notified that Kathy Franzwa, editor of the FORUM, has resigned 
effectively immediately. She can no longer take phone calls or answer emails due to her Lou Gherig’s 
disease. Brian Butko has agreed to put the next FORUM together which will contain the National 
Conference information.    

Director at Large Report:  Van was not in attendance- so no report. 

Newsletter/Website/Facebook Report: Meredith sent in a report. She would like members to send in 
events as that webpage is almost bare. Share stories or pics on social media as you travel the route. 
Mostly she is reposting others people’s posts, link to the website, or something from the past. We need 
more engaging content for the Website/Facebook and then can use some of that in the newsletter.      

She sent newsletter ad reminders to those whose ads had expired and only heard back from Reed-
Niland. Meredith will work on getting website analytics to John Fitzsimmons soon.       

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Corridor Management:  Jan reported that PRI did not get the large ArtPlace 
America grant, but is continuing looking and applying for funding to for Youngville, Preston’s, and Reed-
Niland to restore, add art, interpretation, oral history, and repurpose with electric charging stations.   

She is also working on research for the American Society of Civil Engineers Historic Landmark Award. 
The Iowa chapter will submit an application to their national group. It takes quite a while to review. 
There is no deadline, so app will be made when the group completes it. Jan is also working with 
Westside on an interpretive panel for the Eugene Kock Memorial Park. 



New Business: 

Marshall County Historical Society: Michelle Roseburrough, Administrator for the Society, said they 
recently acquired the Mowry-Irvine Mansion (503 W Main) and will be moving their offices to this new 
location. It is on the Lincoln Highway and offered it as a location for a future ILHA meeting. The museum 
also had a LH marker sitting inside, and they would like to install it outside, along the Highway. Joyce 
said that there is a notch about 3 feet up on the base of the post that shows that part should be placed 
under ground and the other 4 feet above ground. Dean said it would be good to include a Boy Scout 
group when installing it as they were the ones who installed originally as that might make for a great 
photo/PR event. 

Michelle said they hope to have a Tea Room opening in the mansion in the spring and will host a 
wedding there too. They are open for tours and will be moving the library over as soon as they can.       

Jeff Benson Foundation: Joyce said that Margaret Elbert (Jeff’s wife) would like to see the first of the 
money we receive from this fund go towards a Story County Brochure. Joyce would like the ILHA to 
donate $250 to the Foundation. It grows at a higher rate than our savings and we get the interest off it 
anyway. It was moved, seconded, and approved by the group.   

Wapsi/LH Report: Cathie said that she talked to Andrea Boulton at the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation. She was very supportive and excited about the Wapsi Bridge area, trail, interpretation, etc. 
that we are working on. She sent Cathie information about liability. Cathie will get the document to Jan 
and she will email it out to everyone. The ladies are in favor of renting the land for recreational purposes 
if they won’t be liable for anything. She will talk to them again in the spring after we all have time to 
read and comment on this information from the Foundation.  Cathie’s other next step is to go to local 
foundations and ask for funding of this project.  It was moved, seconded, and approved that we give 
these ladies a complimentary ILHA membership and send them our newsletter. 

Herring Hotel: Kristine Pope applied for emergency fund through HRDP and has received it for a 
temporary roof for the hotel. They received the contract paperwork and will be signing off on it this 
week. Bev Winkie, board member, was in attendance as well as Bob Ausberger, board member,  and 
new Herring Hotel Board member, Allan Richards. They are working on getting the 501(c) 3 status 
finalized, securing the west end (weather pending), and will begin debris removal soon. 

They have several events coming up- their annual tea on April 28th, a car tour in early June from Belle 
Plaine to Reed-Niland. They are also working with Northwood Hotel in Northwood and the Park Inn in 
Mason City to create a Traveling Suitcase network of historic hotels. 

Bob suggested that we apply for funds from the LHA for work to be done at the Herring Hotel. Jeannie 
moved, Carroll seconded, and the group approved we submit the application to Nationals.            

Tama Bridge: Jan, Joyce, and Bob attended a meeting with SHPO, City of Tama, IDOT, community 
members, Tama Mayor and City Clerk, and city staff. Jan said the mayor and city clerk are new and did 
not know a lot of the history of looking for funding for the bridge repairs. SHPO seemed to be unaware 



that an Option and Add-on had already been selected by the city council. A guy from the IDOT’s Historic 
Structure Department thought he could put the group into touch with DOT funds. Jan said they had 
contacted Marty Wymore, the regional person who controls the funds available from the DOT. He 
suggested that private funds be sought for the project. If he put in with another DOT project (as it was 
too small a project on its own), it would add a lot of hoops, studies, and delay the project by several 
years. The group is to meet again, but no date had been set- perhaps in March. 

Allan Richards, Tama County Consul, said it is labeled a Farm to Market Road and until they re-route 
truck traffic, it will continue to deteriorate.  

Lyell wondered if we could apply to make the bridge a National Monument. We need to look into the 
process. Perhaps we can put something in the FORUM and get support from local legislators. Mike Kelly 
said that Debi Durham, From Iowa Economic Development, seemed supportive of historic structures 
when she has been at other events. Marcia Quick suggested we go to our legislator listening posts and 
talk to them directly about the bridge. Joyce would like to visit with 2 city council people prior to the 
SHPO/DOT group meeting in March (Harlan said if you meet with more than 2 of a 5 person council it is 
considered a council meeting- so 2 and only 2 at the small group meeting.)  

Carroll suggested we look for other organizations affiliated with the name Abraham Lincoln. He will do 
an internet search and see what he can find. Perhaps they can help our cause. 

Contract with Meredith: Joyce moved that we extend Meredith’s contract from January 1, 2018- 
June30, 2108 to work 4-6 hours per week at a rate of $14.00/hour. Lyell seconded and the motion 
passed. The group will consider having Prairie Rivers look for an intern after that.      

Officer Terms: It was brought to the group’s attention that John/Sean/Amber’s presidency would end at 
the end of 2018. We need to be thinking of a new Vice-President as Cathie would then move from Vice-
President to President. Joyce is willing to stay as Treasurer and Jan as the Secretary.  If John needs 
Cathie to take the position earlier, she is willing to do so. She might not be at the next meeting as she is 
returning from Japan the day before, but she will try.       

County Reports   

Clinton County:  Cathie talked to the Winsther Motel about a Lincoln Highway themed room. Let her 
know if you have any ideas of what to put in the room. Kristine Pope said she is going to do a LH room at 
the Herring Hotel and wondered if these people would like to join in the Historic Lodging Association 
they are organizing. Joe wondered if a mural painted in the room would be better than artwork that 
could be stolen. He knows of an artist in Clarence. 

Cathie said there was a head of a LH marker at the sewage treatment plant in DeWitt that she was 
hoping to give to the Wisecup Family Farm in Harrison County, but DeWitt did not want to give it up. 
The DeWitt museum has two and she will see if she can take one of those to the Wisecups. This would 
be a “lend” and not a “gift’ as we want it back should they cease to be a museum-type attraction.           

 



Cedar County: Joe is speaking at the Historical Society and in Tipton about the Lincoln Highway. He 
would like to include photos of construction equipment. He does have some from the IDOT. Would like 
to tie his talk into Alex Park too that was near Wheatland. Lyell suggested taking to Hank Zaletel, retired 
DOT librarian, and Harlan suggested the University of Michigan archives for more photos.   

 Linn County: Dean went on a walking tour with a Cedar Rapids historian and said it was very interesting. 
Some downtown roads are going back to 2-way streets from 1-ways. The signs will be moved back to 
both directions on 2nd Ave. The medical area is going to expand and Cedar Rapids might lose more 
buildings. Dean drove down Johnson Ave and did not see the LH marker. Not sure what happened to it. 

Joyce wondered if we could contact the CR boy Scouts again as they wanted to paint some poles with 
logo last year. We needed to get permission from Alliant to paint their poles. Dean will work on it.        

Benton County: Mike reported that Youngville is having regular meetings. Hwy 218 will be closed in 
April, 2018 until Oct 2019 as they do dirt work, let it winter over, and then do construction in 2019. The 
original entry will be open until construction done then it will move to the north on 218 and come in 
from the west. Joyce Wheeler retired, but they are hoping she will make a few pies. The group is 
pushing for lifetime memberships. They have 13 life members now. Lifetime is $200 and they have 5 
regular members ( $10.) Lyell moved that we give them $200 towards a lifetime membership, Carroll 
seconded and motion passed.  They also have crocks ($35) and mugs ($5) for sale. They did put in new 
windows last year and fixed the back door. The garage and oil room will need work done.  

Tama County: Allan said a Boy Scout installed a LH marker into the Lincoln Highway Bridge Park. It will 
get a plastic box put over it to protect it. They hope to get going on the flower beds in the spring. 

Montour’s Maple Hill Cemetery has $750,000 in a fund to spend. Van has always wanted to do a 
memorial where Mr. Henry Osterman, VP and Field Secretary of the LHA, died in an auto accident. This 
cemetery is close by and would allow for cars to pull over safely to look at a kiosk/marker.    

Marshall County:  Harlan said the 150th year has come to a close. He has some books for sale yet ($10.) 
They will be putting a time capsule in the library addition’s basement. It is about 18”x18’x18’. Joyce 
suggested we give a map pack to put in it, so she gave it to Harlan. They will have an elevator added like 
the one at the community room. The reference section will become mostly computers. This all paid for 
with funds from a trust. 

The Rose Festival will be June 15-17th. They hope to have the depot interior done by then. The exterior 
work is done. The Evans Café is getting a second floor re-installed. It was removed in 1951. It was a hotel 
and restaurant originally. 

As said before the Mowry-Irvine Mansion was recently given to the Marshall County Historical Society.      

Story County: Mike said Fish Frys will be going on at Reed –Niland Feb 16-Mar 31st. Pollack, slaw, baked 
potato, and corn muffins will be served. Soon the Strawberry/rhubarb season will begin. They will be 
closed Easter. Car roll-ins are June 12, July 10, and Aug 14. Carroll said he has turned the lights on at the 



station between  5-7 PM and gotten a traveler of some kind to stop and visit the station. He hopes to do 
more of this. Colo has started a Historical Society and wants to network with Nevada.   

Boone County: Jan said there is controversy brewing in Boone County. The “Friends of Mamie” 
disbanded years ago and gave the Mamie Eisenhower Birthplace to the Historical Society. The Society 
has a main museum downtown in the old Masonic Temple and a schoolhouse and church to maintain. 
Last year the façade fell off the main museum. They had to do some emergency repairs and then 
worked on the interior of that building- redoing floors and displays. The Society decided to close the 
Birthplace in 2018 and perhaps to make it into a Bed and Breakfast instead- to generate income. The 
“Friends of Mamie” has kind of resurfaced as they are upset about it being closed and repurposed. They 
would like it back. We will see what transpires.       

Greene County:  Joyce is not sure what to do with left-over Conference T-shirts. She keeps lowering the 
price on them. It was suggested that we see if Sandii can sell some of them at Reed-Niland Café. Joyce 
has a card for everyone to sign for Bob Owen’s 91st birthday tomorrow.  

Greene County has 3 markers up now- in Scranton at the water tower, Jefferson at the Deep Rock 
station, and in Grand Junction at the garden. The overpass is basically done and the road re-opened. 
Troy Siefert will help with some interpretation wording for a beam that was repainted and brought back 
to the Lion’s Tree Club Park. Joyce said the Lincoln Hotel, near Jefferson’s bike trailhead, has been sold.       

Carroll County: Barbara emailed in her report- First of all, the Carroll Brewing Company mentioned in a 
previous report will hold its opening before the end of the month. The business is located just a block off 
the Lincoln Highway and promised to attract a lot of attention. 

Secondly, the redesign of the Highway 30 and Grant Road intersection on the east side of Carroll is 
scheduled to begin this spring. The intersection is considered to be one of the most dangerous in Iowa, 
and the design will include east and west turn lanes to improve safety. It is being funded by city and 
state funds. 

Lastly, the Veteran’s Memorial in Westside (Eugene Kock Memorial Park) dedicated to a native of 
Westside killed in Viet Nam has been completed. It is located on Highway 30 as you travel through town.      

Crawford County: No report. 

Harrison County: No report. 

 Pottawattamie County: No report. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 and the group was served box lunches from Reed-Niland Cafe. 

Next meeting:  April 14, 2018- “3/30” at the Golf Course, Lowden Cedar County, General Meeting 

July 14, 2018 TBD 

Oct 13, 2018 TBD 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 

April 14, 2018 
3/30 Golf and Country Club 

Lowden, Iowa 
Submitted by: Jan Gammon 

 
Officers and Consuls in Attendance 
Vice President: Cathie Nichols 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
Secretary: Jan Gammon 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Director At Large: Van Becker 
Clinton County: Cathie Nichols 
Cedar County: Joe Goodlove 
Benton County: Mike Kelly 
Greene County: Joyce Ausberger 
 
Others in Attendance:  Mary Preston, Gary Hevalow, Jeff Morrison, Brad Boustead,  Rex Martin, Bob 
Ausberger, Steve Rohling, Bev Becker, and Jeannie Parr. 
 
Called to Order: Dean Parr, President Pro-Tem, called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM.   
 
Secretary Report:  Jan had emailed the minutes out to the Consuls and Directors prior to the meeting 
and brought hard copies for anyone wishing to review them.  As there were no corrections or additions, 
Jeannie move and Dean seconded they be approved. Motion passed.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce received $306 from the National Treasurer for Iowa’s portion of National 
dues. There is a balance of $10,253 in the checking account and $5,719.06 in the investment account. 
Cathie moved and Joe seconded to approve the report. Motion passes. 
 
Membership Report: Dean reported that he sent out renewal letters and asked people to join for 2-3 
years rather than a year at a time.  We are down 3 National members and 3 State members. Our totals 
are 60 Iowa, 172 National, 24 Comp, 12 Life, 23 Merchant for a total of 291. Dean did not send out 
letters to merchant memberships as county consuls were to contact them directly. The Nevada 
Historical Society joined in March as a Merchant Member. Dean will make sure they get on the list and 
get a newsletter. Joyce and Dean will need to get together and compare lists and verify who has 
renewed.          
 
Director’s Report: Dean said the National Directors have had 3 teleconferences. They were mostly 
related to who will take Kathy Franzwa’s position with the Forum. Brian Butko, Kay Shelton, and Russell 
Rein put the last one together. The board is considering hiring Jay Lawrence, from California, who has a 
background in graphic arts and advertising. He will do the next issue.  
 
Dean also encourages all ILHA members go to the National Conference in New Jersey. There will be 2 At-
Large Positions open and the states of WY, CO, UT, NV will be seeking state directors. Bob Beaudoin, UT, 



has taken on the national membership position and feels this is enough.  (CO and WV are vacant as 
well.)  
 
Director At Large Report: Van is stepping down in June and there might be someone from a state that 
the Lincoln Highway does not run through that will be interested in this position.  The Amateur Radio 
Group that Van and Bev belong to are planning an event in Cedar Rapids and will spread the word about 
the Lincoln Highway- perhaps “high atop Mt. Trashmore.” 
    
Newsletter/Facebook/Website Report: Meredith would like you to keep sending her events to put on 
the website. She will also post them on Facebook. Send items to Jan for the newsletter and if you have 
an idea, but need help writing it, Prairie Rivers of Iowa can also help with that. 
 
Coordinator Report: We are working with Bob and Joyce on 3 smaller interpretive signs for the east, 
panels for an I-beam installed at the Lion’s Tree Club Park, and they have an OK to install a panel in 
Mountour’s cemetery near the Henry Ostermann accident site. Jan spoke at the Marion Heritage Center 
and to Homeschoolers in Marion. She will be attending the Heartland Byway Conference in Kearney, NE 
next week. There was a Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Advisory Board on April 12th and the group 
reviewed the Corridor Management Plan’s project list that was submitted to the DOT last year and 
added/deleted to that list for this next year. Prairie Rivers of Iowa has been working on a junior explorer 
(kids) activity booklet. Jan passed around a sample. If it is 16 pages, the cost is $5202.74 and if it is 20 
pages, the cost is $5461.02.  
 
Prairie Rivers of Iowa is exploring a new way to fundraise- through the internet and CrowdRise which is 
like GoFundMe, but for non-profits instead of individuals. If they get $3,000 in donations they are 
eligible to earn other grant funds $10,000- $100,000. If they get a grant, they will put the funds towards 
restoration of Preston’s Station in Belle Plaine.  The link to donate is 
https://www.crowdrise,com/o/en/campaign/prairie-rivers-of-iowa. 
 
Prairie Rivers has also applied for other grants for Preston’s Station, Youngville, and the Tama Lincoln 
Highway Bridge. 
 
New Business:  
 
Correspondence: Joyce encouraged everyone to go to the Jefferson Highway Conference and their 
motor tour April 26-28 in St. Joseph, MO. She also passed around a newsletter that Olga in PA sends out 
regarding the 5 counties she promotes along the Lincoln Highway. Silos and Smokestacks also sent out a 
newsletter. They are a National Heritage Area and promote agri-tourism in the NE quarter of Iowa. It 
covers part of the Lincoln Highway- Clinton to the west and includes Boone County.  
 
New Officers:  We will be looking for a new VP and Cathie will move up to President. She may take over 
earlier for the Fitzsimmons. The group also needs Consuls in Linn, Crawford, and Pottawattamie. Nancy 
Needham is no longer listed as a national member. Bob/Joyce will try to get someone in Crawford and 
several at the meeting from Linn County were encouraged to represent their county.             
 
Auto Tour:  Bryon Osberg had set up the tour to headquarter in Des Moines and travel out and back 
each day. It is during the State Fair, so people should book hotel rooms soon. He told Jan that he was 
timing the routes and will have that information out soon. 
 

https://www.crowdrise,com/o/en/campaign/prairie-rivers-of-iowa


Wapsi/Syracuse Report: Cathy is looking for a pro-bono person to write a lease agreement for the 
property south of the road. She does have permission to put picnic tables, garbage cans, observation 
deck, interpretive panels, etc. on the north side. We can also paint the bridge. The proposed trail will be 
on the south side. The group suggested Allan Richards, Tama County Consul, as someone who could 
possibly write up a lease.  Joyce suggested that Cathie set up a work day (after snow is done for the 
year!) 
 
Herring Hotel Update: Bob Ausgberger and Allan Richards are on the board. There are challenges 
because there is a zero lot line all around the building. They have to put a lift on the sidewalk/street and 
extend the arm over to work on parts of the building. They received emergency funds from SHPO for a 
temporary roof and put up some supports. The City of Belle Plaine is pleased work is beginning to 
happen. They will apply for other grants and applied to the National Lincoln Highway Association’s 
Endowment Fund and will know about that at the National Conference in June. 
 
Preston’s Station Update: Mary Preston applied for a Benton County Community Foundation to do a 
structural report. She is the 4th generation to own this property and will be working with Ryan Prochaska 
and a newly established board. Preston’s is a 501(c)3 and Mary will be writing other grants. Prairie 
Rivers of Iowa is helping with identifying and applying for grants as well. 
 
Contract with Prairie Rivers of Iowa: Jeannie moved and Cathy seconded that the ILHA extend the 
contract with Prairie Rivers of Iowa and Meredith Ponder. Jan will check with Meredith to see what her 
plans are. 
 
Prairie Rivers of Iowa Brochure: Van moved and Bob seconded that the ILHA give $2,000 from the 
treasury towards Junior Explorer (Kids Activity Booklet). Motion passed. The group will receive ad space 
directing parents to the website for membership information. 
 
County Reports:  
                 
Clinton County: Cathy reported the Observer newspaper wants to write an article about the Lincoln 
Highway. The Winsther Hotel is interested in a Lincoln Highway themed room.  Now that Cathy is back, 
she will work on both of these as well as the Wapsi/Syracuse project.  She will give the Winsther a year’s 
ILHA membership as a thank you.  
 
Cedar County:  Joe gave Cathy the name a muralist that could do some work at the Winsther.  The 
Lincoln Hotel in Lowden was bought and stays fairly busy. The town of Clarence is in the Main Street 
program. They have received several grants. One is a $100,000 Community Catalyst Building 
Remediation to revitalize their downtown from the Iowa Economic Development Authority. The monies 
will be used on the Clarence Motor Company building for façade restoration and to improve 2 
storefronts and create office space.        
 
Linn County:  Van reports that Johnson Ave will have 3 lanes now. A 1928 marker has been removed and 
a wooden stake has been put in its place. He is hopeful it gets re-installed. Jan had a route change that a 
person from Marion submitted to her. Both Van and Dean agreed that Byway is signed incorrectly. She 
will submit the change to the DOT.  
 
Benton County:  Youngville has increased its membership and is looking for more. He offered a deal to 
Lincoln Highway members and several did pay for membership.  The pie maker resigned from the group, 



but they have a replacement. This next Tuesday is their annual meeting and everyone is invited to 
attend. Prairie Rivers of Iowa submitted a Benton County Community Foundation grant to work on the 
oil room and to straighten the garage.  
 
Joyce added that the Herring Hotel’s fundraiser, The Swellest Little Tea, is coming up April 28th. Half of 
what is raised goes to the Herring Hotel. 
 
Tama County: No Report.      
 
Marshall County: Harlan submitted a report, see attachments. 
 
Story County: Carroll submitted a report, see attachments. 
 
Boone County: Bob reported that Boone, Hamilton, and Webster Counties are partnering in a “Parks to 
People” program and are considering an overlook at the High Bridge. 
 
Greene County: Joyce said the church is planning on serving 1500 meals when RAGBRAII rolls through 
town this summer (Denison, Jefferson, and Ames are overnights.) The museum will also have a “bike” 
artist’s work on display.  Jan is planning on having a table at several of the towns to promote the Byway. 
The Skew bridge has been replaced, but they have used Lincoln Highway elements on it like what 
Kimball Olson, DOT Aesthetic Bridge Designer, used on the overpass east of Grand Junction. The I-Beam 
has been installed at the Lion’s Club Tree Park and they are working on interpretive panels. Dean 
complimented Bob on the Park and what an impact it makes on the Lincoln Highway traveler. 
 
Bob and Joyce are working on the text for interpretive panels to be placed at the east entrance to 
Jefferson, near the cemetery. They will also move a Boy Scout marker from the hotel to this new 
location. 
 
Carroll County: Joyce reported that Barbara has been busy getting people to renew memberships and 
renew ads for the newsletter.    
 
Crawford County: No Report. 
 
Harrison County: Kathy submitted a report, see attachments 
 
Pottawattamie County: No Report. 
 
It was moved by Joe that we adjourn. There were multiple seconds. Motion passed. 
 
Lunch was served. 
 
The next meeting will be in Grand Junction, on July 14th.             



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 

July 14, 2018 
Grand Junction Community Building 

Grand Junction, Iowa 
Submitted by: Jan Gammon 

 
Officers and Consuls in Attendance 
President: Cathie Nichols 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
Secretary: Jan Gammon 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Clinton County: Cathie Nichols 
Cedar County: Joe Goodlove 
Benton County: Mike Kelly 
Boone County: John Fitzsimmons 
Greene County: Bob Owens 
Carroll County: Barbara Hackfort 
 
Others in Attendance:  Mary Preston, Gary Hevalow,  Brad Boustead,  Rex Martin, Bob Ausberger, Bev 
Becker, Jeannie Parr, Van Becker, Ralph Miller, Max Porter, Alice Porter, Jim Ausberger, Francis Boggus, 
and Dale Higgins. We were later joined by Andy Kreiger, Grand Junction City Council.  
 
Called to Order: Cathie Nichols, President, called the meeting to order at 9:20AM.   
 
Secretary Report:  Jan had emailed the minutes out to the Consuls and Directors just after the last 
meeting. No copies were available at this meeting. We will approve them at the next meeting.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce reported there is $8,318.67 in checking and $5,734.14 in the investment 
account. Jan moved we accept the report and Dean seconded. Motion approved. 
   
Membership Report: Dean said we are down 6 overall, one of those lost was a life member due to 
death.  Our totals are 55 Iowa, 172 National, 24 Comp, 11 Life, 23 Merchant for a total of 285.  
 
Director’s Report: The next forum will have information on how to sign up for the conference in April to 
be held in Wyoming. There will be 2 convoys coming through next year. One is just for military vehicles 
and the other one organized by Paul Gilger/ Jim Cassler is for any kind of vehicle.    
 
There is a special airing on Public TV stations called, “10 Streets That Changed America.”  If you are 
unable to see it on TV, you can watch it using this link: https://interactive.wttw.com/ten/streets/watch# 
The Lincoln Highway is one they feature and interviews with Kay Shelton, LHA President, is part of the 
film.   
   
Newsletter/Facebook/Website Report: Meredith will renew the GoDaddy account for 2 years for the 
website. She will pay for it and the ILHA will reimburse her. Please keep the articles, photos, and events 
coming in. She would like to feature “spooky” stories this fall. It was mentioned that Reed-Niland in Colo 
and the Squirrel Cage jail in Council Bluffs have had paranormal investigators take recordings.  Brad 

https://interactive.wttw.com/ten/streets/watch


suggested maybe featuring “ghost signs” on sides of buildings too. Everyone is encouraged to share their 
spooky story with Meredith.   
  
Coordinator Report: The Byway has completed their 18th interpretive panel. The most recent are 3 for 
the East Entrance to Jefferson, 3 for the Lions Club Tree Park regarding the new overpass, and 1 for an 
Eagle Scout project in Tama at the Lincoln Highway Bridge Park. 
 
Jan is selling the last few ads for the junior Explorer Booklet that will be debuted at the Iowa State Fair.  
It will be in full color now from front to back. 
 
Bob, Joyce, Jan and Elaine Ehlert (Harrison County LHA Consul) attended the Woodbine City Council 
meeting on July 2nd. The city was contemplating not preserving the last block of brick (11th block), but 
black topping it.  After our presentations, the city council moved to restore the block in question with 
brick. The City Administrator had contacted Elaine about the agenda item and Elaine contracted the rest 
of the ILHA board/ officers for help. It was a good day for preservation! 
 
Jan has applied for a Mansfield grant to for the Ostermann Interpretive panel in Montour and is waiting 
to hear back. She has also applied for 2 National Endowment of the Arts grants. One is for oral history 
and the other for interpretation.              
 
She is also working on the American Society of Civil Engineering Landmark Award and is looking for 
direction to help make a stronger Iowa Lincoln Highway and Civil Engineering connection. Several ideas 
generated were mapping and laying it out and identifying it on a map, the conscious decision made for 
safety (i.e. not cross tracks as much), Iowa was the first to add tile, the sign “Mud begins and ends here”, 
contact Leighton Christianson (former DOT librarian), concrete marker idea, and Honey Creek and its big 
cut into the Loess Hills.       
 
Jan’s biggest news was that Prairie Rivers of Iowa/ Iowa Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway received a 
$50,000 Historical Resource Development Program grant from the State Historical Society of Iowa under 
the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs. The funds will be used to restore the Tama Lincoln Highway 
Bridge. This will be added to the other grant monies including the $3,000 from the LHA during last year’s 
conference.  It was suggested an article be put in the Forum about the Tama Bridge and journey to find 
funds for it.     
 
New Business:  
 
New Officers:  Rex Martin was accepted as the new Linn County Consul. Still needed are the Crawford 
and Pottawattamie Consuls and a Vice-President. 
 
Wheatland Hometown Pride: Cathie Nichols introduced Francis Boggus. He is helping the Wheatland 
Hometown Pride group and is also involved with the Keep Iowa Beautiful program. The Wheatland 
group (Calamus and Wheatland) is interested in creating a trail and connecting to the plan Cathie has 
been working on at the 3 bridge area. They are also working with the Clinton Hometown group that is 
putting a mural in the Lyons area. Francis can help find funds/grants and the Keep Iowa Beautiful has a 
grant program to help with picnic tables and another to help with paint supplies. Joyce moved the ILHA 
agree to accept the Wheatland group and Mr. Bogess’s help with our project. Cathie seconded and the 
motion carried.        
 



Wapsi/Syracuse Report: Cathy has found an attorney who will help write a release of liability agreement 
for the property. Bill Riedesel owns the land on the north side and the south side. He gave the ILHA 
permission to put picnic tables, garbage cans, observation deck, interpretive panels, etc. on the north 
side. We can also paint the bridge. He is also OK with a trail on the south side. All of this at no charge. He 
would like “No Trespassing” signs posted to keep visitors out of the woods. The county is no longer 
maintaining the roadway, but will put something in the budget for next year. They will continue to mow 
and cut brush this year. The county will seal the road to prevent weeds from growing in the cracks 
($30,000.) The county is building a new boat ramp, so the old one will be abandoned. 
 
Montour Gas Station- Joyce told about meeting a man at the Montour city council meeting some time 
ago. His nephews own an old gas station along the Lincoln Highway in Montour and they would like to 
sell it. They had been approached by someone who wanted to use it for storage, but they want it to go 
to a better purpose than that. Joyce said Dustin Kupka would sell it to the ILHA for “very little”. Jan 
brought copies of the listing from the Tama County Assessor website. It has a land value of $2630 and 
has been taken off the tax rolls. The group questioned if the tanks underground have been removed. We 
should check at the courthouse in Toledo. The Kupka family would get someone to mow the land for us. 
Cathie said if all we need to do is re-roof and paint that it would be a good project. Jim said we should 
do a soil test, get liability insurance, and perhaps create a new organization to oversee it.  Brad 
suggested we find a way to make it an asset rather than a liability. All agreed we would first find out 
about the underground tanks before any other action taken.         
 
Herring Hotel Update:  Bob and Joyce resigned from the Herring Hotel Foundation. Kristine Pope, 
Herring Hotel chairman, contacted Joyce and asked for an ILHA letter of support. The group discussed 
and Joyce sent the following message back to Kristine. “I read your text to the LHA members. We 
discussed the proposal you asked. The board does not want to enter into the relationship with the 
Herring Hotel Foundation. The Iowa LHA does not want to endorse a project which it has no control. In 
the future, we could consider helping the foundation. “ 
 
Auto Tour:  Bryan is not in attendance, but Cathie is going on the tour in her 64 Galaxy. The pre-tour is 
in Winterset to see the bridges and John Wayne things. The regular tour will begin and end at the same 
hotel in Des Moines. Bryan has a surprise for attendees on Sunday. There will also be the usual raffle 
and door prizes. 
 
501(c)3 Status: Joyce reported that the 990 tax form information has not been received by the IRS for 
several years, so the ILHA has lost its 501(c)3 status. She will work with Penny at Prairie Rivers of Iowa to 
get it reinstated. This was discovered after applying for a Benton County Community grant for the 
Herring Hotel.            
 
County Reports:  
                 
Clinton County: Cathy has been working on gathering and framing things for a theme room at the 
Winsther Hotel in DeWitt. After assembling everything, the owner says the motel is for sale and she 
does not want to do a themed room.  Cathy will store things until the owner either changes her mind or 
ownership changes. Cathie was even going to give the Winsther a year’s ILHA membership as a thank 
you.  
 
Cedar County:  Joe says the Highway 30 expansion continues with a new bridge near Lisbon.  An older 
brick house will get bulldozed next month. Around Mechanicsville, trees have been downed and looks 



like a squatter might have been living there. A roadhouse might have been there in the past. The original 
Lincoln Highway which is a gravel road north of Lowden used to have a Pony Truss bridge there, but it is 
gone now and the road is now closed. 
 
Joe has befriended a man from a major paving company  and was told that the county does not want to 
maintain the road from Cedar into Clinton- they will let it deteriorate. They Highway 30 bypass will stay 
all to the south of Mechanicsville, Stanwood, Wheatland, and will tie into the 4 lane south of DeWitt.          
 
Linn County:  Rex says that some of the kiosks in Linn County have deteriorated and need some kind of 
cleaning or replacement. Van said that Eagle Scouts installed them with the understanding they would 
be responsible for maintaining them. Rex says some have had elements cleaned or freshened (like at 
Mount Vernon and Abbe School), but some definitely need repairs of some kind (like Thomas Park). Van 
will check on getting a contact for the Boy Scouts/Eagle Scouts. 
   
Benton County:  Youngville is very busy. Construction on the 4-lane highway has not begun yet, but 
should before the end of the year. The new exit to Youngville will come off Hwy 218 instead of the 
Lincoln Highway. The Jefferson Highway group is looking at the Manly Hotel to see if they can restore it. 
It is in very rough shape. But looking at old photos of Youngville, Mike says anything is possible!   
 
Tama County: No Report.      
 
Marshall County: No report. 
 
Story County: Jan said plans are to put a Byway table at Reed-Niland when RAGBRAI comes through. 
Mike says the bikers are routed through downtown Colo, then back out to Niland’s. 
 
Boone County: John reports that the Mamie Eisenhower Birthplace is shut down. Jan reported that 
there are many problems the Boone Historical Society is facing. They did take some Mamie things and 
they are on display in the main museum in downtown Boone. The insurance company told them they 
needed to make repairs or they could not open the Mamie house for the season. The county and city 
have both pulled their funding. Joe would like more information on the status of this house for a 
magazine. 
 
RAGBRAI will be re-routed due to the Ledges State park being flooded.  
 
John’s mom passed in June and her sisters were digging through photos and came across one of his dad 
when he was helping pour the Lincoln Highway near Vail. It was suggested that he share that in the 
Forum for everyone to enjoy. 
 
Greene County: Joyce reported that Jefferson will install an original marker at the east end of town and 
the 3 interpretive panels will be installed around it. RAGBRAI will come right by it. Bob Owens would like 
everyone to work on getting new members. And he wants an INTERMISSION during these long 
meetings! Max and Alice talked about creating a bank they brought with them made out of basswood. 
Max does some of the carving and Alice does the finer details. She has been carving carousel figurines 
for years and belongs to a group called “Women with Knives.” 
 
 Bob and Joyce had 4 interpretive panels on display, 3 that will be installed in the Lions Club Tree Park 
and the 1 about the Moss markers. 



 
Carroll County: Barb has done very well in getting new members and will contact those that have not 
renewed. The construction on Grant Road has caused some problems with finding a good detour. 
Hopefully it will be completed in November.      
 
Crawford County: No Report. 
 
Harrison County: No Report. Joyce wanted it noted that the DOT will take the Bypass around Missouri 
Valley and the Highway will still go by the Harrison County Historical Village and Welcome Center that 
Kathy Dirks manages.  
 
Pottawattamie County: No Report. 
 
Other comments/news 
Van asked if anyone knew anything about a “Black Angus” restaurant between Cedar Rapids and 
Youngville. It was suggested to ask Lyell Henry. 
 
Cathie was asked about the Highway Walkers who needed funding to travel the Lincoln Highway and 
create a video. Last she heard from them they were having trouble getting funding, so it might be an 
abbreviated trip. She had offered her 64 Galaxy for them to drive across Iowa. 
 
Bob and Joyce accepted a certificate at the National Conference for Van Becker for his dedication and 
service as a Director at Large for 8 years. He has also served as Linn County Consul and wrote a column 
for the ILHA newsletter for many years. The group gave him a round of applause. 
 
The next meeting will be held in Carroll in October and in Ames in January. 
       
It was moved by Mary Helen that we adjourn. Jeannie seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Lunch was served. 
 
            



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 

Oct 13, 2018 
Family Table Restaurant 

Carroll, Iowa 
Submitted by: Jan Gammon 

 
Officers and Consuls in Attendance 
President: Cathie Nichols 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
Secretary: Jan Gammon 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Clinton County: Cathie Nichols 
Cedar County: Joe Goodlove 
Linn County: Rex Martin 
Benton County: Mike Kelly 
Greene County: Bob Owens 
Carroll County: Barbara Hackfort 
Harrison County: Kathy Dirks 
 
Others in Attendance:  Bob Ausberger, Teresa Keairnes, Bev Becker, Van Becker, Bev Winkie, Kristine 
Pope, and Allison Hicks 
 
Called to Order: Cathie Nichols, President, called the meeting to order at 9:30AM.   
 
Secretary Report:  Jan Gammon brought copies of both the April and July meeting minutes. Joyce 
moved we accept both reports. Dean seconded. Motion passed.    
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported we have received $747 as our portion from national dues. 
The checking balance is $6070.39 and the investment account has $5,753.59. 
   
Membership Report: Dean Parr said we are up 3 overall. He deleted Homestead from the Merchant 
Members as they are no longer in business and there was a gain of 4 from the auto tour.  Our totals are 
59 Iowa, 172 National, 24 Comp, 11 Life, 22 Merchant for a total of 288.  
 
Director’s Report:  Dean reported that there was no quorum at the meeting at the New Jersey 
Conference. The 2018 Conference suffered a loss of $10,000 due to not filling enough rooms at the hotel 
complex. Russell Rein was re-elected Field Secretary, John Jackson as Secretary, Kay (Shelton) Kozak as 
President, and Bob Dieterich as Executive Advisor. Vice President is vacant as Brian Suen has resigned 
from the organization. New Jersey State Director is open again. California has a new State Director, Neil 
Rodrigues. 
 
Bob moved that the Iowa Chapter give National’s $500 towards the conference deficit if other states 
come forward and give similar amount. Cathie seconded. Motion carried.   
   
Dean reported about some fellow classmates from high school that walked the entire length of the 
Lincoln Highway in Iowa. They had done a canoe trip from Jefferson to Rathbun just after graduation 



and wanted to take a similar trip now they are retired. They left Sept 1 from Clinton and arrived in 
Council Bluffs at the end of September. They took photos and blogged along the way and have a 
webpage:  2oldguys.org    They met up with Harlan in State Center, Sandii in Colo, Dean at a high school 
reunion, Jan at her office, Bob and Joyce at the LHA Museum,  and Kathy at the Harrison County 
Welcome Center. The two old guys, Tim and Rich, were able to walk across the 11th Block of brick as it 
was being restored in Woodbine. Contractor moved the barriers and let them walk on it.  Another day, 
they took shelter from the rain in a stage coach barn in Western Iowa. The owner gave them a history 
lesson on the structure.      
  
Newsletter/Facebook/Website Report:  John Fitzsimmons had contacted Dean Parr about his “Highway 
Johnny” listing on the ILHA website. It had been moved. After talking with Meredith, she had moved the 
“Highway Johnny” and “Jeff Benson Memorial” as she was reviewing the analytics .They were not 
receiving any “clicks” where they were. Dean had suggested they be put under “About Us”- which is 
where they are now. Dean wonders if Meredith can put these under a “Links” button along with many 
other Lincoln Highway related website links. Jan will check with Meredith to see the capabilities of the 
website template. 
 
Joyce feels the Jeff Benson Memorial should be promoted more, perhaps on Facebook, or in other ways, 
since we get some funds from it.          
 
Meredith, in an email, suggested that since the newsletter is not receiving news from the consuls or 
others, that it be changed to twice a year instead of quarterly. The group wants to maintain a quarterly 
newsletter. Bev Winkie and others pledged to send articles in. Cathie reminded people that the new 
Forum editor would like articles too. Belle Plaine articles would be good for them too.  Dean would like 
information and pictures of the interpretive panels put in an article and put the list on the website.  
Someone suggested an article on the Freedom Rocks- Harrison County Welcome Center is getting one at 
their site. The group will also be better about submitting events. 
    
Coordinator Report: Jan reported that the Byway has created about 18 interpretive panels. Some are 
yet to be installed. She helped Bob put some together at the Lions Club Tree Park outside of Grand 
Junction yesterday. Joyce helped Bob put one base together. Dean Parr came by and helped put one 
together, but had to leave because of his timeline with family. A few minutes later, Jan came by and 
helped Bob finish the assembly on three interpretive panels.  
 
Joe would like ordering information on interpretive panels to share with groups. 
 
Jan also passed out copies of the Junior Explorer Booklet that the ILHA helped fund. Over 800 have been 
passed out at the Iowa State Fair and they have been placed in the “passport” businesses that 
purchased ads in the back of the book. There is no age limit- so anyone can collect the stamps and turn 
it in for a prize. 
 
There were comments that schools have taken Iowa History out of the classroom.  Joe said that people 
can buy a subscription to the History Channel on behalf of a school. 
 
Jan will also be working on the IDOT signage corrections. IDOT is making new signs and as soon as she 
gets them, will be working on Marion correction, State Center new loop, and Ralston correction as well 
as missing signs.       
 



Joyce reminded people that in 2019, there will be 2 groups re-enacting the 1919 Army convoy- one with 
military vehicles and the other by the LHA Motor Tour. The LHA one leaves Sept 1 from DC and both 
should arrive in San Francisco at about the same time. Hopefully they will put timeline on the web so we 
know what day they will be in our Iowa communities. There is also a book coming out by Michael S. 
Owen, who was at the NJ Conference.  
    
New Business:  
 
New Officers:   it was moved by Bob Owens and seconded by Cathie that Harlan be the new Vice-
President of the ILHA.  He was not at the meeting to accept the position, so will see if he accepts. Still 
needed are the Crawford and Pottawattamie Consuls. Teresa Keairnes, from Denison, is attending 
today’s meeting to see if she is interested in the Crawford County position.    
 
City of Nevada request: The City of Nevada has both the Lincoln Highway and the Jefferson Highway 
running through their town as Lincoln Way. The community would like to use both the “JH” and “L” 
logos on street signs, window clings for businesses, welcome signs at the entrances of town and 
eventually on the water tower (when it needs to be repainted.) Past requests have been granted as long 
as the group requesting will not profit from it. (Example:  Cannot make T-shirts with the logo and sell 
them.)  iowa LHA is Ok with this usage, but Jan should contact Kay (Shelton)Kozak, LHA president to get 
her OK on it as well.       
 
 Tama Bridge: Jan said efforts continue to raise funds for restoration of the bridge. About $4800 is 
needed yet. Dean moved that the ILHA give $500 to the project. Cathie seconded and the motion 
carried.    
 
Reed-Niland Update: Sandii Huemann-Kelly has announced that she would like to resign from her 
position at the Reed-Niland corner. She has been there 7 years (originally planning on 3-4 years.) Jan has 
talked to the Story County Conservation about managing it as a park and they have some interest in 
that. Sandii talked to the Mayor and the City Council about leaving. The City will be talking to Kirkwood 
and DMACC to see if someone from the culinary school would be interested. Sandii has shown an 
interested couple around the property. She is hoping she and the City can do a smooth transition. If 
anyone knows of someone who would be interested, let Sandii know how to contact them.   
 
Wapsi/Syracuse Report:  Cathie attended the Iowa Trail Summit held the day before this meeting. She 
did have an attorney write up a release of liability. Penny at Prairie Rivers of Iowa had suggested some 
other language be added to it. Cathie will get a sample of a release from the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation and compare the two. She gathered a lot of information at the Summit. 
    
Montour Gas Station: Bob and Joyce talked with Dustin Kupka and the 3 Kupka brothers will probably 
give the gas station to the ILHA to restore and make into a museum.  Jan had researched the DNR 
website and all underground tanks have been removed. There had been a leak, but all has been resolved 
with the DNR and a certificate issued stating as such. Bob would like the ILHA to do a fundraiser to help 
with repairs and maintenance. The ILHA would need to have liability insurance. Some members, working 
with other organizations, said it runs about $900/year. Mike Kelly suggested that the building could be 
viewed by peering in the windows to see the restored inside, rather than having it open to the public. 
Joyce said we could put a note in the window, “Call this number if you want to see the inside.” Barbara 
said in Carroll, they had what they thought was a small project, but the City is adding to their “to-do” list 
and it still is not completed.  



 
Rex was concerned that officers of the organization can be held liable. Barba said the Historical Society 
put in their articles of incorporation “officers are not liable.” After some discussion, Rex moved that 
after we restore it, the ILHA gives it to another group such as the Tama County Preservation Commission 
or Tama County Historical Society to maintain.  Jan seconded and the motion carried. Bob will check 
with the Kupkas to see if that would be agreeable to them and Jan will check with the City to see if any 
ordinances/rules will apply to this property.         
 
Herring Hotel Update:  Kristine Pope, Herring Hotel Foundation, is asking the ILHA for support for the 
hotel restoration project. There is a Belle Plaine City Council meeting this coming Monday night and she 
feels the City will be going forward with their nuisance ordinance. She would like the ILHA and 
individuals at the meeting for support. She has received some names of mediation companies and she 
would like to set up meetings between the ILHA and the Herring Hotel Foundation to mend fences 
between the two. 
 
She is hesitant on sharing her website and newsletter experience with the group. She doesn’t like to 
work alone and would like to work with the ILHA.  
 
The group asked for an update as to where she is with the project. The 501(c)3 has been applied for. It 
had been sent back once and then refiled in September.  A grant was received to do roof work. Work 
has halted on the lower two roofs as some entities feel the west section should come down. She is 
waiting for Lance LeTellier (engineer) and Steve King (SHPO Office) to come Nov 3 and give a vocal 
report on how to proceed. They will also work up a cost analysis. 
 
Bob Ausberger is concerned that of the 5 Herring Hotel Foundation board members, 3 of them are from 
the Pope family. Diversity on the board is a concern. 
 
Allison Hicks, Benton County Preservation Commission, told about her concern for the Herring Hotel 
project and how she became involved by reading about the project. She will not be at the City Council 
meeting, but will have a representative from her organization there. Bob and Joyce will also attend the 
meeting.   
 
Rex Martin moved that the Iowa Lincoln Highway Association would consider further support (of the 
Herring Hotel project) when an acceptable presentation of the Herring Hotel Foundation's 
organizational framework, the Foundation's legal standing [501(c)3], and architectural restoration is 
given to us in a clear plan. Bob Ausberger seconded. Motion carried.  
 
 501(c)3 Status: Meredith was to work on this, but has not had success. Barbara suggested we use 
taxbandits.com. She had problems with the Carroll County Historical Society’s 501(c)3 and used them to 
get it renewed. Cost was about $19.99. Jan will have Meredith check into it.           
 
County Reports:  
                 
Clinton County: Cathie gave an update on the Wapsi 3 Bridge Park earlier.   
 
Cedar County:  Joe said Clarence had a week-long celebration, “Fall in Love with Clarence.” They are part 
of the Main Street program and have a long way to go, but are repairing building by building. Lowden, 
Stanwood, Mechanicsville, etc. are holding a Trunk or Treat event. The Lincoln Hotel in Lowden is getting 



their windows restored and work is being done diligently. Tipton is the site for the Cedar County 
Freedom Rock. Joe found an article about a house at 218 Lincoln Way in Ames (Story County) that is a 
historical landmark. The Martin House housed black students and they are looking for funds for 
restoration.        
 
Linn County:  Rex is assessing the interpretive kiosks the ILHA has in the county and their needs. He 
would like to paint an LH emblem on the bridge rail in the bridge in Squaw Creek Park. 
 
35th Street Byway sign had the arrow missing, but when put back up the arrow points in the wrong 
direction. He will see about fixing it. 
 
Van mentioned that a saltbox house at the west end of the Seedling Mile had been offered as a free 
house, but has now been torn down. Johnson Ave is now having work done and there is a detour.         
 
Benton County: Youngville has some road construction going on around it, but you can still access the 
driveway. The café  is closed for the season now. The group has a grant to do some work in the oil room 
and plans are being developed for that.    
 
Tama County:  Alan is not at the meeting, but Jan reported that Ann Michaels received funds to work on 
an application to make the King Tower, tourist cabin, and Tama Bridge into a historical district. The 
bridge is already on the National Register of Historic Places and after receiving the Historical Resource 
Development Program (HRDP) grant from the State Preservation office, it was suggested that the bridge 
be nominated as a Historic Landmark with the National Park Service. 
 
The road to Chelsea is closed. There is a lot of area flooding due to many recent rainy days.               
 
Marshall County: Harlan is unable to be at the meeting, but it is noted that the Lincoln Highway marker 
in State Center is leaning. Not sure why. Harlan did check on the marker in front of the Marshall County 
Courthouse and it is intact after a tornado went through town this past summer. 
 
Story County: Jan wondered who makes replicas of the concrete Lincoln Highway markers. The City of 
Nevada is also interested in them. Joyce said Taylor had sold them for $500 and Petersen in Denison has 
a sample to make replicas.  They had been offered in the Lincoln Highway Trading Post (Jim Cassler.)   
 
Boone County: John is at a Civil War Reenactment today. He told Joyce that the Boone County Historical 
Society is in disorder. The director is gone. Jan said the defunct “Friends of Mamie” were upset with the 
Society closing the birthplace of Mamie Eisenhower and exploringd the option of making it a bed and 
breakfast. The City and County told the Society to give the property back to the Friends group and when 
they did not, the city and county ceased to fund the society and even asked for some funds back. There 
was no money to pay the director, so she volunteers there now. Museum is open only 10-1 Tues-Sat. 
The Society then put the property up for sale. Individuals have filed a lawsuit against the society and 
asked for an audit of their books. (The Society also cancelled some memberships and expelled lifetime 
members.) It is in disarray. 
  
Greene County: Bob Owens sold a state membership and encourages everyone to work on 
memberships. He was able to get a tour of the Doran home that was located south of Beaver and moved 
into Ogden.   
 



Carroll County: Barbara’s focus has been on trying to find someone willing to take the position of 
Crawford County Consul for ILHA, and she believes Theresa Keairnes would be an excellent Consul if she 
decides to accept the position.  Barbara’s second goal is to sell a membership and an ad to the Carroll 
Brewing Company. She will be talking to them again later this week.   

Finally, Barbara attended the second day of the Country School Association Conference in Winterset a 
few weeks ago and learned that next year’s conference will be in Story City. There is a possibility that 
their 2019 Conference Tour may come through Carroll to stop at the Historical Society’s one-room 
schoolhouse.  If that happens, it will give us a chance to highlight the Lincoln Highway along the route. 

Crawford County: Teresa shared with the group that Highway 30 is getting some much-needed repairs 
through Denison. They held their large BBQ festival last month. Dow House, in Dow City, is not having 
open houses like they have in the past, but are doing a fundraiser for the property instead. 
 
Teresa then asked how best to restore a cement marker. She was told NOT to paint it. The color on the 
marker goes in about 1 inch. It is best to clean the concrete with detergent. It may not make it vibrant, 
but should improve the coloring.  
 
Harrison County: Kathy Dirks said she was happy Bob, Joyce, and Jan could come to Woodbine City 
Council meeting and help Elaine Ehlert with the brick section repair discussion. They are working on the 
section now. The Freedom Rock has been moved onto the Harrison County Welcome Center site and is 
being painted. Where it was placed on an old section of the highway, it will literally be right “on the 
Lincoln Highway.”    
 
Pottawattamie County: No Report. 
 
Other comments/news 
 
The next meeting will be held in Ames at The Cornucopia, 6008 W Lincoln Way (in Boone County) in 
January. 
       
It was moved by Bob to adjourn. Multiple seconds. Motion passed. 
 
Lunch was served during county reports. 
 
            


