
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 
January 14, 2023, 9:30 AM 

Via Zoom 
 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:36 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Preston 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Benton County Consul: Mike Kelly 
Linn County: Rex Martin 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger  
Carroll County Consul: Barbara Hackfort   
 
Others: Bob Ausberger, Garry Hevalow, Jennifer Morrison, Shellie Orngard and Brad Boustad.  
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were sent out after the last meeting and are included in today’s packet. 
Joyce Ausberger motioned to approve the October 8, 2022, minutes and Garry Hevalow seconded. 
Motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported there is $1,040.34 in checking and $4,757.36 in savings.  
End of Year Report: 
Income       Expenses 
Membership   $630.00    Newsletter  $   754.02 
% Natl memberships   $1,588.00     PRI  $3,233.50 
Heartland                      $1,000.00     Travel Display  $   300.00 
Jeff Benson Endow      $1,245.72     Map Pack     $4,699.39 
Donations                      $3,250.00    Reimbursements $ 145.00  
Merchandise                    $197.00 
  Total                $7,910.72       Total      $9,131.91 
  
Membership Report: Dean Parr reported eight “Iowa Only” have transitioned to “National” and ten of 
the 45 “Iowa Only” are behind on dues. They will be dropped soon if not renewed. National - 109, Iowa - 
45, Lifetime - 15, Complimentary - 24, for a total of 193. Dean just sent out 27 renewal notices.  
 

Director’s Report: National LHA is still looking someone to replace John Jackson, treasurer. 

Old Business: Clinton County Consul position is still open. It appears Crawford and Pottawattamie are 
open as well due to nonpayment of dues or inactivity with ILHA. 

Tama Bridge: Shellie Orngard reported the DOT had several bids to review and they may have selected a 
contractor to do the project. 



Clinton Bridge: Will begin work on restoration soon and will apply for National Register of Historic Places 
listing.  

Consul Reports: 

Clinton: No report.  

Cedar: Joe Goodlove emailed in and said all is quiet in his county.  

Linn County: Rex Martin has nothing to report but does have a question about the LHNHB Traveling 
Display. It is to be at the History Center (by the Fire Station) Jan/Feb/Mar of this year. Has it made it 
there yet? Shellie Orngard said Jonathon has been out sick and someone from the office may take it 
there this coming week. Rex is concerned that only Center members or those paying an entrance fee will 
see the display. He’d like it to go to the public library in Marion after that. He will check with the library 
and get permission and Shellie will relay the message to Jonathon. Shellie also said Hank Zaletel is 
working on a presentation about the Lincoln Highway with a focus on Story County. 
         
Benton: Mike Kelly reported the roof at Youngville has been repaired and looks good, making other 
features look bad. He is working on a local grant for $10,000 due in March for tuckpointing and painting 
of the café. He is working on getting information and pieces together to apply for larger grants for the 
property. No open date has been set, but he believes sometime in May. 
 
Mike has been working on a video project for both the Lincoln Highway and Jefferson Highway. He is 
seeking old videos anyone might have that he can convert to new technology. Mary Helen said the ILHA 
will help him promote the project through the newsletter and social media. He knows Woodbine and 
Belle Plaine have old videos. 
 
Mary Helen Preston said Preston Station Historic District is closed for the season, but they still have 
people stop by and peer into the station.  
 
Tama: Allan Richards is not on the call today. Bob Ausberger reported that 8 local men and he cleaned 
up the gas station in Montour. They took off the lean-to. The group is hoping to have it open to the 
public in time for Montour’s sesquicentennial this fall. They have been in contact with the guy in Toledo 
that has a Phillips 66 sign and gas pump. The group of men working on this included 2 carpenters, 1 
farmer (and Bob), and one that previously built bridges. Bob and Joyce are pleased with the community 
support this project is getting. 

Marshall County: No report from Harlan Quick. 

Story: Jan Gammon said the gas station at Reed/Niland in Colo had an open house and an 
article/pictures of the event were in the newsletter. Another open house will be held January 28 and 
29th by the Colo Historical Association. The café and motel, being run by Kelsey, is doing great business 
and is now open 6 days a week, closed on Mondays. Shellie Orngard heard Kelsey’s other café in Baxter 
has closed.  

Jan Gammon said the Lincoln Highway between Ames and Nevada is closed again due to the City of 
Ames putting in water lines. It had been closed, reopened, and is now closed again for the winter.  

Boone:  No report 



Greene: Bob Ausberger said he and Joyce sold the Quirks Cabin property to a guy moving his electric 
boat business there. Also on the property is an antique dealer who is gearing up to be open in the 
spring. Bob and Joyce bought the property to stop the bulldozer and are glad these two businesses will 
continue to improve the property.  

The museum in Grand Junction will spread into the north room. Bob and Joyce have a neighbor that will 
help with the décor. They would like to have videos play along one wall on a continuous loop. 

Bob and friends have been working on the motel west of Jefferson (by Danger Hill). Things are on hold 
until spring. One of the finds on the property were 8 heavy glass bottles. Researchers say these are wine 
bottles from Germany and can go for $20 each. Joyce thinks they will just have them on display for a bit 
and not sell them. 

Dale Higgins is in Arizona. Bob Whitlach would like to host an ILHA meeting sometime in Lowden.  

Bob Ausberger has an idea for fundraising. He thinks we should set a goal of $500 from each community 
on the route (43 of them). We could ask the City Councils for $250 and the other $250 from local 
residents. Mary Helen will send something out on this, and Shellie Orngard said she would help with 
putting together a brochure or packet of info to be sent to each City Council. Bob said cities usually put 
budgets together in January and finalize them in February, then submit to the state by March.         

Carroll: Barbara Hackfort said the trash can has been placed at the M and M Divide. She stopped by to 
put the lid back on and said people are using the can. She says many people use the area for as a park 
and ride.  

Crawford: No report. 

Harrison: Kathy Dirks is unable to be on the call as she is preparing for a 15-day Panama Canal Cruise. 
She did attend the Lincoln Highway presentation by Darcy Maulsby in Woodbine. It was very well-
attended and her Lincoln Highway book along with a few others is being sold in the Welcome Center gift 
shop. The next time you go thru Dunlap, they have been working on murals and one business 
commissioned a large Lincoln Highway mural that can be seen as you drive thru town. Learn more at: 

https://dunlapia.socs.net/vnews/display.v/SEC/Events%20and%20Recreation%7CMurals 

Pottawattamie: No report.  

Jennifer Morrison report: Jennifer has been working on mapping changes for every county and was able 
to download blue books for some information. She would like to go to Ann Arbor to continue 
researching. It was suggested she contact Russell Rein, LHA Field Secretary, prior to going there as the 
library has moved the LHA collections. Jennifer would like a list of concrete markers. Joyce Ausberger 
has a booklet with a list. Jennifer would also like to have the LHNHB Traveling Display in Traer sometime 
this fall for their sesquicentennial. Cece Otto and her “American Songline” production is doing an online 
event Jan 15th featuring music, history, and recipes. Culinary historian Melissa Vickers will join her. Cece 
has been at several LHA Conferences and is a supporter of the Lincoln Highway.   

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Report: Shellie Orngard reported for Jonathon Sherwood, who is out ill. Jonathon 
did complete a sign inventory for the entire length of the byway. In the process he took picture and 
video of his travels. It was put together and shared on Facebook and in YouTube. 

https://dunlapia.socs.net/vnews/display.v/SEC/Events%20and%20Recreation%7CMurals


Shellie is working on a project to research the physical status of the National Register of Historic Places 
within the Byway corridor (5 miles on either side of the route). She sent a mailing out to the 220 
individual listings and will then send a mailing out to the historic districts. Shellie asked the status of the 
Herring Hotel in Belle Plaine and Mary Helen Preston said it has not been mentioned lately at city 
council meetings and it is still standing.  

New Business: Mike Kelly said a Lincoln Highway Marker that had been in Vinton is now gone after the 
lady who owned the property passed away. He will check around to see what happened to it. Mary 
Helen asked him to let Rex Martin know as he is keeping a current list. 

Rex Martin nominated Brad Boustad to be the national Treasurer. He declined the position.  

Joyce Ausberger said she and Bob are attending the national LHA Conference in Folsom, California from 
June 6-12. They will have room in the back seat for 2 if anyone wants to ride along. Jennifer Morrison 
will be attending but flying. 

Next Meeting: April 8 at 9:30 AM. Bob Ausberger will check with Keith Whitlatch about holding the 
meeting in Lowden.  

Adjournment: Garry Hevalow moved, Dean Parr seconded, and Mary Preston adjourned the meeting at 
10:48 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Gammon, ILHA Secretary     



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 

April 8, 2023, 9:30 AM 
Victory Lanes, Clarence, Iowa   

 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:31 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Preston 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Benton County Consul: Mike Kelly 
Linn County: Rex Martin 
Marshall County: Harlan Quick 
Boone County: John Fitzsimmons 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger  
 
Others: Bob Ausberger, Brad Boustad, Garry Hevalow, Sandii Huemann-Kelly, Lori Lakey, Steve Rohling, 
Paul Walker, Shannon Woods, Keith Whitlach, Tim Quigley, Jennifer Morrison, Shellie Orngard and Andy 
Bock.  
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were sent out after the last meeting and are included in today’s packet. 
Dean Parr motioned to approve the January 14, 2023, minutes and Garry Hevalow seconded. Motion 
carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported there is $2,121.27 in checking and $4,774.01 in savings.  
Garry Hevalow moved to accept the report. John Fitzsimmons seconded. Motion carried. 
   
Membership Report: Dean Parr reported we are down 3 people (“Iowa” down 2, and “Comp” down 1) 
after removing those for non-payment. He has a few notices out that have no response yet.  Those will 
be dropped soon if not renewing. National - 109, Iowa - 43, Lifetime - 15, Complimentary - 23, for a total 
of 190.   
 
Director’s Report: National LHA has not met recently. Dean tried to contact Kay Shelton regarding our 
ILHA newsletter that is sent to Franklin Grove office keeps getting returned. Mary will compress the 
email version of the newsletter for Dean to email out.  

Presentations: 

Promoting Iowa Road Trips: Tim Quigley shared a presentation about the importance of GPS coordinates 
to the adventure motorcycle world. He has an automotive and motorcycle background, often going on 
adventure rides that take cyclists off paved roads. He talked about the “Adventure Rider” website where 
travelers can find gravel/dirt road routes to explore. The LHA has an interactive google map on-line, but 
he is suggesting we promote routes using Garmin technology and GPS coordinates. Most adventure 
motorcycles are equipped with Garmin devices. Garmin and Google do not intermix technologies. Some 



people research and test out a route, then sell their knowledge for money to those interested in taking a 
similar route.       

Main Street Clarence: Michele Pisman, Executive Director, on her last day of work and her replacement, 
Janet, stopped by to say “Hello!” and “Welcome” to Clarence.  They are off to facilitate the “Hop Into 
Clarence” event for kids to meet the Easter Bunny and have an Easter Egg Hunt.   

“Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Suggested Changes”: Jennifer Morrison has concluded her research 
about the various Lincoln Highway routes over the years and has suggested route changes in DeWitt, 
Calamus, Wapsie Bridge area, new turn to Chelsea from Highway 30, Shady Oaks, Lisbon from new 
Highway 30 route, Marion, Belle Plaine, Ontario to Jordon, east of Boone, west of Boone, and Ralston. 
She will address the city of Clinton later.  She consulted various resource materials and deemed what 
she felt needed changed, yet safe for the driver.   

Mary Helen Preston had created a task force at the meeting in Ogden to look into any changes. Harlan 
Quick, Andy Bock will join Jennifer and Jonathon Sherwood (Byway Coordinator) on the task force. Bob 
and Joyce Ausberger will let the map pack information and mapping serve as their voice on the matter. 
The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway signs are owned by the Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) 
and managed by Prairie Rivers of Iowa under a contract with IDOT. The current route was signed using 
an extensive review process by both the ILHA and IDOT when it was named a state byway route in 2006. 
The current mapping was submitted in the 2021 designation as a National Scenic Byway to the Federal 
Highway Administration. Shellie Orngard will take a message back to Jonathon Sherwood, Byway 
Coordinator, and Penny Brown-Huber, Executive Director of Prairie Rivers of Iowa, to visit with IDOT on 
the best process for changes.             

Bob Ausberger cautioned the group that we don’t get too fervent in route changes. It was noted that the 
route in Ogden changed as often as mayors changed.    

Consul Reports: 

Clinton: Two guests, Lori Lakey and Steve Rohling are from Clinton County. They are working on a trail 
between Calamus and Wheatland. The middle Wapsie bridge will have a replacement built using similar 
architectural details. The bridge to the west has been closed and is in jeopardy as the time for federal 
funds is running out. Trail days will be held in August.     

Cedar: Joe Goodlove did not submit a report. 

Linn County: Rex Martin has nothing to report.  
         
Benton: Mike Kelly reported the Youngville will open June 4 and run until fall. A closing date has not yet 
been determined. Mike is looking at submitting a Benton County grant for $10,000 for tuckpointing and 
painting of the café. Jan Gammon is helping write information that may be used in later, larger grants. 
Mike and Youngville Highway History Association will review it.  
 
Mary Helen Preston reported that Preston’s Station Historic District would like to submit a national LHA 
Endowment Grant to continue their work. The ILHA would need to request the grant on behalf of 
Preston’s. Grant awards will be announced at the LHA Conference in Folsum, CA in June.   John 
Fitzsimmons moved and Rex Martin seconded that the grant request from ILHA to the LHA Endowment 
Fund for Preston’s Station Historic District be submitted. Motion carried. 



RAGBRAI will travel right past Preston’s on July 28. Mary will have 2 massage therapists available to 
alleviate any stress and strain the riders have. She will also have fruit and water available and ask for 
free-will donations. A coffee truck and radio station will also be set up. Expecting 15,000 riders. Belle 
Plaine will have other events going on. Mary Helen also received an email from a tour group out of Fort 
Dodge coming August 1 with Darcy Maulsby, author of a book on the Lincoln Highway.       
 
Tama: Allan Richards did not send in a report. Bob Ausberger has been working on the Phillips 66 station 
in Montour. The lean-to was removed, and dirt removed from the basement.  The group working on it 
will meet later today. Hopes are to have the station restored by September for Montour’s 
sesquicentennial celebration.  

Marshall County: Harlan Quick gave a synopsis of events: State Center will host their 65th Annual Rose 
Festival Jun 15-18 with the usual parade, food, music, car show, and fireworks. The Farmers Market will 
be held Friday evenings on Main Street. Marshalltown’s Farmers Market will be held on their Main 
Street on Thursday nights. LeGrand will host their Pioneer Days on August 5th. Lincoln Highway poles 
have been painted.     

Story: Jan Gammon said the Lincoln Highway between Ames and Nevada is still closed for the City of 
Ames to run water lines. New restaurant, T. E. Alderman’s, is coming soon to Nevada. The Jefferson 
Highway Association will host their conference in Mason City beginning June 7th. They will do a 
“sociability run” prior to the conference, beginning at the Iowa/Missouri border and travel to Nevada 
11AM-2PM on June 6th. Nevada will have many locations for them to choose from for lunch and have 
some kinds of ceremony at the Lincoln and Jefferson Highway Park, outside of city hall, with a 
handshake of sorts between the two groups. The gas station at Colo’s Reed/Niland Corner will be open 
that day as well.  

Sandii Huemann Kelly and Mike Kelly are coordinating the Jefferson Highway Conference in Mason City. 
They and other ILHA members hope future conference dates for both groups will be coordinated better 
as several are members of both organizations and wish to attend both conferences.  

Harlan Quick reminded the group that Hank Zaletel, former IDOT librarian, will speak about the Lincoln 
Highway at the Nevada Library on 4/27 at 6 PM.           

Boone: John Fitzsimmons said Rails Adventure is getting ready to run for the season. These are electric 
cars that you sit in and see the scenery down below from high above on the railroad and bridge. Parking 
around the bridge has been improved. John also reports that his son, Sean, is getting married in 
September.    

Greene: Dale Higgins is in South Carolina now. Joyce Ausberger reported that she and Bob have sold the 
Quirks cabin lot and a new antique store has located there. The gas station on the property had a 
company move in that is selling electric boats, planes, etc. for both kids and adults.  Jefferson also has 
another antique store called “Pick Away” that is near the overpass. Three floors of antiques!  

Bob and Joyce are driving to the LHA Conference and have room for 2 more if anyone wants a ride, 
Jennifer and others are flying and it is reported a shuttle for $7 will take you from the Sacramento 
airport to Folsum for the conference.  



Carroll: Barbara Hackfort emailed in her report.   1. We will have our museum open as RAGBRAI comes 
through Carroll and we will feature the Lincoln Hwy.  2. We are preparing for a concert in September by 
Charlie Maguire. He's done research on the world-renowned photojournalist Robert Capa and 
discovered the connection between Capa, the Pratt family of Glidden, and the Lincoln Hwy. Barbara 
plans to write an article about it for the next newsletter. 
 

Crawford: No report. 

Harrison: Kathy Dirks did not send in a report. 

Pottawattamie: No report.  

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Report: Shellie Orngard handed out a written report: 

1. Tama Bridge has recent damage and is closed with repairs being done. April-June. Closed during 
RAGBRAI. 

2. IDOT will do two statewide bridge surveys of bridges built between 1876 and 1985 (14,056 bridges). 

3. The byway will have a booth at the Iowa State Fair August 10-20. Prairie Rivers of Iowa (Lincoln 
Highway) will host the first and last day of the fair. Looking for volunteers to help. Volunteers get a state 
fair entrance ticket. 

4. Iowa Public TV will do a series about Byways. The first episode in Spring 2024. Great River Road and 
Jefferson are the first to be featured. 

5. Hank Zaletel presentation April 27 at 6PM, Nevada Public Library. Traveling exhibit will be there. 

6. Traveling exhibit- No charge, but site needs to cover PRI staff time and transportation cost for set up/ 
pick up. PRI can help find local funding/grants to support. 

7. PRI is working on the survey of the National Register of Historic Places. Respondents are interested in 
grants and tax credits. Info is being assembled for distribution.       

8. LHHB Activity Guide is available. Talk to Shellie for copies.  

Old Business: none. 

New Business: Grant Wood AEA can no longer print the newsletter.  Mary Helen received 3 quotes with 
the best option being Copyworks in Cedar Rapids. They will fold and tab 200 newsletters for $208 per 
quarter ($832/year). This will keep the printing local for Dean Parr to collect and mail out. Change in 
printers was approved by consensus.    

Next Meeting: July 8 at 9:30 AM. In Belle Plaine, location TBD.  

Adjournment: Garry Hevalow moved, Jan Gammon seconded, and Mary Preston adjourned the meeting 
at 11:45 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Gammon, ILHA Secretary     



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2023, 9:30 AM 
Belle Plaine Area Museum, Belle Plaine, Iowa   

 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Preston 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Cedar County: Joe Goodlove 
Benton County Consul: Mike Kelly 
Marshall County: Harlan Quick 
Boone County: John Fitzsimmons 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger  
 
Others: Bob Ausberger, Lyell Henry, Jim Hill, Brad Boustad, Garry Hevalow, Bev Becker, Van Becker, 
Mitch Malcom, Sandii Huemann-Kelly, Jeanie Hau, Jeannie Parr, William Sankot, Blair Ulery, Jarrrod 
Ulery, Shellie Orngard and Penny Brown Huber. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were sent out after the last meeting and are included in today’s packet. 
Garry Hevalow motioned to approve the April 8, 2023, minutes and Dean Parr seconded. Motion 
carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported there is $1,288.19 in checking and she put the $4,774.01 
that had been in savings into the Jeff Benson Memorial Fund so it would draw more interest. This past 
year, we received $1,174.92 in interest from that fund. Joyce reported that the LHA National 
Endowment Fund has awarded a $5,000 grant to Preston’s Station.  
  
Membership Report: Dean Parr reported we are down 1 person. We lost 6 Iowa, but 5 new are National 
members.  National - 114, Iowa - 37, Lifetime - 15, Complimentary - 23, for a total of 189.   
 
Director’s Report: Dean did not get the link to the last national call. He does know Trey Pitsenberger will 
be the new National LHA President in the coming year. 

National Conference: Bob and Joyce Ausberger and Jennifer Morrison attended the National 
Conference in Folsom, California. The tours were good. There was snow in some areas yet and they 
could not get to the tunnels at Donner’s Pass but could look down into the valley. The Donner Museum 
ad a good display of the Lincoln Highway. Paul Gilger helped design another museum on Highway 40, 
about halfway to Donner Pass.  The next conference is June 24-28 in Elkhart, Indiana. 

Prairie Rivers of Iowa:  Jeanie Hau introduced herself as the new coordinator for the Lincoln Highway 
National Heritage Byway, having started about a month ago. Jonathon had previously done an inventory 
of signage along the byway and she is waiting for the DOT to make the 200 replacement signs needed.  
The Road Change Recommendations Task Force met yesterday (Jeanie, Jennifer Morrison, and Harlan 



Quick). Harlan would like the association to look at 3 counties at a time and hammer out inconsistencies 
in the map pack and prepare information for online and reprinted materials. A refined suggested report 
will be sent to the ILHA for review. Mary cautioned the group in making considerable changes to the 
route as much research went into the marking and signing of the route.  

The Linn County Historical Preservation Commission is looking at replacing some of their interpretive 
kiosks at Lisbon, Mt Vernon, and the Highway Patrol. They are looking at the LHNHB style of panels and 
supports. FHWA awarded the IDOT $714,000 for 51 interpretive panels across the state. The LHNHB 
proposes 6 signs to be installed at Clinton and Council Bluffs (larger style) and smaller style at Belle 
Plaine (shared with Iowa Valley Scenic Byway), Cedar Rapids, Ames, and Missouri Valley (shared with 
Loess Hills and Western Skies). This project should be completed in 2029-2030. 
 

Shellie Orngard is continuing her work on the survey of the National Register of Historic Places and has 
had about a 45% return rate so far. The Byways will host a booth at the Iowa State Fair. Prairie Rivers is 
looking for volunteers to man the booth Aug 10 and Aug 20 with 3 shifts and Aug 16 with 2 
afternoon/evening shifts. Contact Jeanie if interested. 

Prairie Rivers is now managing the Iowa valley Scenic Byway (starting July 1, 2023). The two byways have 
routes that overlap. Iowa Valley includes Amana Colonies, Marengo, Belle Plaine, Chelsea, Tama, 
Meskwaki, and Montour. They also reach out to some of the Czech communities in the area (Vining, 
Clutier, etc.).    

Charles Pearson Program Manager of the “African American Heritage Trail” is looking for African 
American owned properties with a history/ story to tell. His contact info is 
pc.pearsonconsulting@gmail.com or 563-209-1170. 

The traveling exhibit is now in Carroll and Jeanie is working with Kathy Dirks to have it in the Harrison 
County Welcome Center. There is a fee now for PRI’s time and travel to set up/ tear down. Mike Kellner 
is still doing the ILHA webpage and FB page but will be turning it over to Jeanie soon. Send info of 
happenings etc. to her email: jhau@prrcd.org 

Jeanie asked if there is a rubber stamp for the Iowa Lincoln Highway or plans to celebrate 110 years of 
the highway. ‘No, not at this time,” was the answer to both questions.  

RAGBRAI: Jarrod Ulery and Blair Ulery from LeGrand are involved in a bike group that makes the yearly 
RAGBRAI trip. The father/daughter duo are helping organize a “Detour to Montour” on Thurs July 27 and 
hope to attract the 20,000 people to Montour. They will have a band playing from 3-7 and many food 
vendors. Proceeds from the event will go to the Montour Fire Department as their equipment needs to 
be replaced.  

Mary Preston will have fruit/sweets, a coffee truck, a radio station, and two massage therapists at 
Preston’s Station in Belle Plaine the next day. More vendors and activities will take place in downtown 
Belle Plaine. Barbara Hackfort has information in her Carroll County report about the RAGBRAI activities 
in Carroll. Jeferson has big plans as well when the bikers and support vehicles come through town. 

Tama Bridge: It is unclear as to the status of the Tama Bridge. The construction firm says the deck needs 
to be replaced and they were waiting for the results of core samples. The city council would like to keep 

mailto:pc.pearsonconsulting@gmail.com
mailto:jhau@prrcd.org


the bridge, but due to rising costs it has been suggested to put the rails in the nearby park and put 
culverts in place of the bridge. At one point the City of Tama/Engineering firm had Paula Mohr (SHPO) 
and Jan Gammon (LHNHB) picking out paint colors. The first round of bids came in too high, and one was 
accepted in the second round. But when it was determined there was more damage to the bridge than 
originally thought it all came to a stop. The city, the engineering firm, and SHPO have not been very 
forthcoming on what the plan is if one exists. Harlan Quick says in his experience in city government the 
city may need to pay 10% of total costs. When Jan Gammon was the coordinator of the LHNHB, 
$80,000+ was collected from LHA Endowment ($3,000). Mansfield Grant ($30,000?), and SHPO 
($50,000) and then some private donations. The next City of Tama Council meeting is July 17. Bob 
Ausberger moved that he and Joyce would represent the ILHA at the council meeting. Jan Gammon 
seconded, and the motion carried.         

Jarrod Ulery suggested reaching out to Iowa Premium, part of National Beef headquartered in Kansas 
City, for both support for a different truck route and for financial support. Their website says they are” a 
community-oriented company and work hard to positively impact the people and communities we live 
and work in.”   It was also suggested that local Tama citizens supporting the bridge be contacted. Mary 
Helen Preston will get some names from Charles Betz, Benton County Historical Preservation 
Commission, for Bob and Joyce to contact prior to the meeting.   

 Old Business: We are looking for consuls in Clinton, Crawford, and Pottawattamie Counties.    

Consul Reports: 

Clinton: No report. 

Cedar: Joe Goodlove said a house near the Lincoln Hotel burned, but no damage to the hotel. 
Mechanicsville now has a historical society, and they re-dedicated a 1930 statue on Memorial Day. 

Linn County: Rex Martin sent in a report. The “Promise Road” traveling display was in the Marion Public 
Library in June and Rex heard many positive comments about it. They even had visitors from Nebraska 
and California. Thank you to PRI for loaning the display.  
 
In May, Rex traveled the Lincon Highway as far as North Platte, NE. He encourages everyone to take as 
many pictures as they can as many of our favorite landmarks are deteriorating. His highlight was visiting 
Master Gardner and Innkeeper, Bob Ausberger, as Rex got a private guided tour of the Lincon Highway 
Garden and Cabin in Grand Junction.   
         
Benton: Mike Kelly reported the Youngville is getting its red trim painted. They will be closing in late 
August. On opening day, the place was packed 5 minutes before opening time. They are open on 
Tuesdays and have been very busy. Mike is looking for replacement glass for the gas pump. John 
Fitzsimmons said to try a place in Omaha that has vintage glass.  
 
Mary Helen Preston reported that Preston’s Station Historic District has removed the signs from the 
station and they are in safe keeping and she is very happy to have received $5,000 from the national 
LHA Endowment Fund to keep moving forward with her projects. She will be very busy for RAGBRAI 
when the bikers ride right past the station and she lures them in with music, food, coffee, and massages.  
 



Tama: Allan Richards sent in a report that King Tower has been sold and will come down. It may become 
a site for a Dollar General. It’s unclear what will happen with the restored sign and remaining cabin. The 
Tama Bridge was discussed earlier in the meeting, but Allen suggests that we all tell the City Council 
what an important structure this is and that it needs to be saved. He submitted something for the 
Forum.   

A side note: Jan Gammon was contacted by David Kinsgley, whose grandfather, Paul Kingsley, built the 
Tama Bridge. David and his siblings want to take a car trip across Iowa to see the 3 bridges Paul built 
(Davenport, Tama and Rock Rapids). Paul had contracts for many more but did not build them. He joined 
the military and ended up building many bridges in Europe. David is a professor in genetics at Stanford 
and lives in the Bay area in California. Jan told him about the Tama Bridge dilemma and that it may not 
be there much longer. She suggested that he contact the city to see if they can give him any details. 
Since he lives in California and the LHA conference was coming up in Folsum, CA, Jan put him in contact 
with Paul Gilger and Russell Rein. David was to catch the end of the auto tour.      

Bob and Joyce put out information about David “Red” Adair family, Louis Adams family, and George W. 
Arment family who at one time or another owned the gas station in Montour that Bob is helping 
restore.  

Marshall County: Harlan Quick gave a synopsis of events: Le Grand: August 6, Pioneer Days with a 
parade, games, music, food, car show, and fireworks.; Marshalltown; July 22 Central Iowa Music 
Festival, Aug 4-6 Mid-Iowa Antique Power Show; September 14-17 Oktemberfest in downtown; State 
Center: A consultant is helping apply for  placement of the Home Oil Gas Station on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Story. The Jefferson Highway Association caravan came through Nevada prior to their conference in 
Mason City. Mary Helen Preston was there to greet Roger Bell, JHA President, and met both Abe Lincoln 
and Thomas Jefferson.  

The gas station at Reed-Niland held an open house recently and will celebrate 100 years on Augus 5th. It  
was reported that the motel seems to always be full. Kelsey Reed (manager) posts on Facebook, that 
occasionally she has an opening. Café seems to be doing a brisk business.  

Boone: John Fitzsimmons said a Dollar General is going in where Hy-Vee was. The old creamery was a 
used clothing place, but is now bought by Tin Cup and will be renovated into a restaurant. 

Greene: No news to report from the county per Joyce.  

Carroll: Barbara Hackfort emailed in her report. The museum will be open as RAGBRAI comes through 
Carroll and it will feature the Lincoln Hwy. for the expected 20,000 visitors The museum will also be 
open the next morning as the bikers head to Glidden, where there’ll be vendors downtown.  

Barabara noticed a couple stopped at the M &M Divide by Arcadia and reading the information panel. 
She stopped to talk to them and see if they had any questions about the Lincoln Highway. They were 
very impressed with the information on the signs. She told them to look for the mile marker on the west 
side of Westside and the mural on the east side of Dunlap as they make their way home to Houston, 
staying on Highway 30 until turning south on Highway 77. The M&M roadside park is looking good. The 
picnic table is shaded by a tree at noon and the lid on the trash can is staying on! There is usually a 



couple of vehicles parked there by people sharing rides. Carroll County Conservation workers are 
keeping the grass mowed and trimmed.   
 

Crawford: No report. 

Harrison: Kathy Dirks sent in her report. Cronk’s has been sold and will reopen as a restaurant. (Some in 
attendance heard it will be a Mexican restaurant.) Charlie Wisecup, owner of Wisecup Farm Museum 
passed away this winter. The museum is no longer open and there will probably be an auction in the fall. 
When they do the Hwy 30 bypass around Missouri Valley, the bypass will be going thru the farm where 
the museum is located. 

All state-owned Welcome Centers will be closed (as of July 7, 2023). This includes ones at Underwood, 
Sergeant Bluff, Wilton, and Davis City. The Wilton one has been closed for 3 years since the employee 
retired, Sergeant Bluff for a few years, and Davis City since March. Now the Underwood one will close as 
well. The state will continue partnerships/contracts with locally owned welcome centers like Harrison 
County, Top of Iowa, Danish Windmill, etc. 

Kathy has been very busy at the Village/Welcome Center. Lots of visitors!  

  

Pottawattamie: No report.  

New Business: None. 

Next Meeting: October 14 at 9:30 AM,  location TBD.  

Adjournment: Lyell Henry moved, Jeannie Parr seconded, and Mary Preston adjourned the meeting at 
11:50 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Gammon, ILHA Secretary     



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 
October 14, 2023, 9:30 AM 
Main Street Guest House 

114 Main Street 
 Arcadia, Iowa  

 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:31 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Preston 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Cedar County Consul: Joe Goodlove 
Marshall County Consul: Harlan Quick 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger, Dale Higgins  
Carroll County Consul: Barbara Hackfort   
Harrison County Consul: Kathy Dirks 
 
Others: Bob Ausberger, Garry Hevalow, Shellie Orngard, and Jeanie Hau.  
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were sent out after the last meeting and are included in today’s packet. 
Garry Hevalow motioned to approve the July 8, 2023, minutes and Dale Higgins seconded. Motion 
carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported there is $2,095.66 in checking. We did receive $1,000 
from Gene Rabel and $100 from Marilynn Hoskinson. Joyce will have an end-of-year report at the 
January meeting. Report placed on file for audit.  
  
Membership Report: Dean Parr reported we are down a total of 4 members. Five were National 
members and either have moved or died and we gained one state member. National - 104, Iowa - 46, 
Lifetime - 15, Complimentary - 24, for a total of 189.   
 

Director’s Report: National LHA has had meetings, but Dean Parr is not getting notices of the conference 
calls.  He does know the national group will sell bricks to be placed at Franklin Grove headquarters. 
Ordering info will be in the next Forum.  

Old Business: Clinton County, Crawford, and Pottawattamie Consul position are still open.  

Consul Reports: 

Clinton: No report.  

Cedar: Joe Goodlove will give a Lincoln Highway presentation for the Cedar County Historical Society 
Museum and Prairie Village on Oct 31 to celebrate the 110th year of the Lincoln Highway.    



Linn County: No report. Joe Goodlove asked if Seedling Miles (like one in Linn County) were done in each 
state or just Iowa. Answer: Intended for each state, some not constructed. Discussion turned to the 
marking of the Seedling Mile in Iowa and to what Van Becker calls “the bridge to nowhere”. There is a 
plaque on a rock, but it’s not very accessible. Jeanie Hau will talk to Rex Martin and Linn County 
Preservation Commission about improvements and maintenance.  
 
Jeanie also reported the Commission, partnering with Mount Vernon Historic Preservation Commission 
and the Mount Vernon-Lisbon Community Development Group has replaced a few of their interpretive 
signs- one at Lisbon Square in Lisbon and the one by the brick street/bridge and Cornell College.   
         
Benton: Mike Kelly sent in a report. The Benton County Historical Preservation Commission is hosting 
their annual “Spotlight on Preservation” at Youngville from 11 am to 2 pm on Sunday Oct 22, 2023. A 
food truck will be offering hot food and Youngville Highway History Association will have pie, ice cream, 
and root beer floats as well as souvenirs. This will be a chance to show progress of repainting and repairs 
on the exterior. (Mike is submitting a Benton County Foundation grant to continue repainting the 
exterior, replace the kiosk damaged by the derecho, and perhaps repair and paint the gas pumps out 
front.) 
 
Longtime supporter and former Youngville board member Al Hammond of Atkins passed away Sept 12. 
Thanks to Van Becker for passing that news along. 
 
Mary Helen Preston was excited to announce Preston Station Historic District has received a $10,000 
grant from Mansfield and a $10,000 grant from Midwest One. RAGBRAI and T-shirt sales brought in 
about $1,000. She has about $40,000 of the 100,000+ she would like to collect for operating costs and 
before moving forward with larger grants requiring larger cash matches.  
 
Preston’s Station was featured in a book “Secret Iowa” by Megan Bannister. Her first book was about 
supper clubs in Iowa. This book is about the wonderful, weird, and obscure. Each story had a 300-word 
limit, so the story was succinct. In August, Preston’s Station was featured in the Cedar Rapids Gazette.   
 
Tama: Allan Richards did not send in a report. There were many ILHA members who attended the Tama 
Bridge meeting. Mary Preston felt the engineer wanted to remove the side panels and place them in the 
park. Jan Gammon reported that an update on the bridge and possible action regarding the last King 
Tower cabin are on the Tama City Council meeting Monday, Oct 16 at 5:30. Those that can are 
encouraged to attend.     

Bob Ausberger reported the gas station in Montour had a Mobil Gas sign installed and the property was 
open for the town’s sesquicentennial. People were happy with it. Allan Richards was a big help with the 
station restoration. Allan is also working on restoring his bank building in Montour. It at one time was 
used as a post office as well as other businesses besides being a bank.   

Marshall County: Harlan Quick made two presentations about the Lincoln Highway, one to the Marshall 
County Historical Society on September 12 at the historic Mowry Mansion on West Main in 
Marshalltown and one September 28 to the Marshalltown Noon Optimists at a local Marshalltown 
restaurant. Upcoming events in Marshalltown are: 



Oct 25 at 11 AM. Unveiling of the Lincoln Highway National Heritage Byway’s interpretive panel at the 
Marshall County Courthouse. Mayor Greer, Jan Gammon, and others to speak. The Historical Society 
may bring a tool chest that was used by the original builder of the Courthouse.  

Oct 26, Haunt the Block 4-6 pm in downtown Marshalltown. 

November 18 the 31st Annual Holiday Stroll “The Sweetest Christmas”. 4-8 PM along Marshalltown’s 
Main Street (Lincoln Highway). Carriage rides, lit parade, Santa appearance, Santa’s workshop, holiday 
concerts, Kids’ Carnival, holiday photography, food trucks, and a Christmas Craft Village and Festival of 
Trees at the Coliseum.  

State Center will have a Trunk or Treat 5-7 pm on Main Sterr on Halloween night. State Center will also 
host their 24th annual Old-fashioned Christmas on Main on Dec. 1 with refreshments, craft and food 
vendors, free Christmas photos, fire pits with smores, Santa and Mrs. Claus, horse-drawn trolley rides 
around town, and a spaghetti supper upstairs at the Community Hall.   

Story: Jan Gammon reported the Colo Historical Association and Niland Café celebrated their 100th year 
of the Reed-Niland Corner June 24-25. The Association had the station open and Shellie Orngard and 
Jeanie Hau both visited and talked with previous employees and Colo residents. Colo Historical will have 
the station open the last weekend of every month for the fall and winter season.     

Jan said Nevada has placed new planters on their main street bump-outs. New benches will be added. 
Several businesses had placed their own black wrought iron patio sets out and residents were using 
them often. Ames Lincoln Highway is the same, full of college students. 

Boone:  No report as John Fitzsimmons is doing his Civil War reenactment today. John has volunteered 
to repaint the cars at the Lions Club Tree Park near Grand Junction. Bob and Joyce Ausberger attended 
the wedding reception for John’s son Sean. Sean, his sister, and John once took on the ILHA presidency 
in a joint effort. Ausbergers reported the reception was very nice. Sean builds houses and several of his 
workers under him were groomsmen.     

Greene: Joyce Ausberger met with a person who is bringing 2 tours to the Lincoln Highway. The tour 
director lives in Storm Lake and will bring people in two different 6-person vans. The Lincoln Highway 
Garden in Grand Junction is done blooming. Bob Ausberger needs to finish up some work on Ralph’s gas 
station. What work has been done is not visible, but the final work will make the station look awesome.  

Joyce attends the Greene County Tourism meetings. She reports the three 11’ x17’ Byway interpretive 
panels have been installed. Originally, they were to be placed by an LH marker that would be moved 
from the funeral home to the eastern side of town. The three were placed: outside the Community 
Building, outside the Jefferson Gardens, and at the Raccoon River Valley trailhead. The Moss Marker 
panel was moved by Greene County after Bob installed it near the Moss Marker. Now it is across the 
road. There are several interpretive panels that have been created and not installed by Greene County. 
Ones that come to mind are a conservation-related one and an overpass one that were to be installed at 
the Lions Club Tree Park. The Conservation one does not have a base as they were going to create a 
limestone one to match the existing panels installed years ago. Also, the county was to install the Eureka 
Bridge one. Jeannie will check out Jan Gammon’s spreadsheet that she created listing all the panels 
created by PRI before she retired.             



Dale Higgins asked if anyone else had problems like this – lack of county support. Most cities and 
counties have been supportive. Need to figure out how to get these last panels installed.   

Bob and Joyce got their reproduction of an LH marker back from monument place in Denison. They’ve 
had it for years. They also had a visit from Michael Owens, the author of a Lincoln Highway book, who 
travelled the route a few years ago. He and a friend are traveling the nation working on a documentary. 
The friend lives near Michael in Washington, D.C., has a PHD, and is originally from Holland. They 
stopped at the LH Garden in Grand Junction and used a drone to take photos of the garden.    

Carroll: Barbara Hackfort reported Carroll County had their Ghost Town Tour last Sunday. Great weather 
for it. Added Tip Top at the M and M Divide to the tour this year. Great place for the bus to stop and let 
people stretch their legs, read the interpretive panel, and sit at the picnic table. The county has done a 
great job keeping the pull-off mowed and trimmed. The garbage can is working well at the site. Barbara 
invites people to stop and see it after the meeting.  

Barbara talked about Robert Cappa and the article she had in a previous ILHA newsletter. Back in the 
day, Ladies Home Journal had Cappa, a world-renowned photographer, interview and photograph 12 
families across the nation. One of them was the Pratt family of Glidden.  Charlie Maquire, a folk singer, 
recently set the Cappa/Pratt story to music. Mary Helen Preston played the ballad on her phone for all 
to hear. The Pratt’s had electricity, but no indoor plumbing on their picture-perfect farmstead. 

Barbara also made presentations about the Lincoln Highway at 2 classes at Glidden/Ralston Schools.       

Crawford: No report. Kathy Dirks did report that the new owner of Cronk’s in Denison is keeping the 
name and offering “Cronk” type food as well as Mexican food. The retaining wall and parking lot have 
been refurbished and the café should reopen soon. 

Harrison: Kathy Dirks reported they have had a banner year for visitors at the Harrison County Welcome 
Center- many locals and out-of-staters. The Wisecup Museum closed as previously reported and all 
things sold at a 2-day auction. The Small Fruit Farm that has been in operation for 5-6 generations is 
downsizing due to a son’s severe allergy to dirt. They will only be open next year in September and 
October for you-pick fruit.  

The bridge north of Woodbine is being rebuilt and a temporary bridge was constructed right next to it 
for traffic. The road has a long detour with some of it gravel. The Lincoln Highway in Missouri Valley has 
been resurfaced. Darcy Maulsby will do an LH book talk at the Logan Library. 

Applefest in Woodbine was successful again. They usually get 10,000 visitors that weekend. Linda 
Dickson, Elaine Ehlert’s sister, passed away recently. Elaine and her sister were/are very active in the 
Harrison County Genealogical Society and with the Lincoln Highway Association.    

Pottawattamie: No report.  

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Report: Jeanie Hau said the Iowa Byways had a booth at the Iowa State Fair this 
year, with the Lincoln Highway there 3 ½ days. They also gave out information at the Eco Fair in Ames.  
Iowa Public TV is doing a series on the byways and Lincoln Highway is scheduled towards next summer. 
The travelling exhibit spent July at the Carroll Public Library, then to the Harrison County Welcome 
Center for August and September. It will be at the Council Bluffs Library in October and November. 



Jeanie was interviewed about the display by a college student doing publicity for the CW (TV station in 
Omaha).    

Jeanie Hau is working on byway sign replacement and has the inventory information Jonathon 
Sherwood did when he was the Byway Coordinator. 

The 110th Anniversary -Innovation Relay will be Oct 31st with 3 generations of Pritchards driving cars 
across Lincoln Highway/ Highway 30. It is the 110th anniversary of the Lincoln Highway and Pritchard 
Companies. They first specialized in automobiles and currently are working on electric vehicles from 
ebikes to heavy duty work trucks. A flyer has been developed about the relay that begins at 6 am and 
ends at Council Bluffs. Please take some and pass around in your community. Jeanie is looking for car 
groups to join this relay. It was suggested she contact Kelsey at Reed-Niland Corner and Edie Hedegard 
in Council Bluffs.   

Shellie Orngard is about half-way through the HRDP grant to compile the inventory and status of Historic 
Register properties. She received good response from sites but may need to do a windshield survey to 
complete the inventory. Then, she will do presentations about her findings. She would like ideas for any 
properties that should be listed on the register but are not. Reed-Niland has been discussed in the past.     

New Bustiness:  

Proposed Route Changes: Jennifer Morrison joined the group via Jeanie’s computer. The subcommittee 
met and had several proposed changes. As the larger ILHA group started through the description and 
explanations given by Jeanie and Jennifer for the proposed changes, it became apparent that the group 
would like more time to review and process the changes listed. Mary Helen Preston suggested the group 
review these changes on their own and we should table the discussion until the April in-person meeting. 
No further research is required at this time. Reach out to Jeanie and Jennifer if you have questions 
during your review.       

Next Meeting: January 13, 2024, via ZOOM.  

Adjournment: Garry Hevalow moved, Joyce Ausberger seconded, and Mary Preston adjourned the 
meeting at 11:53 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Gammon, ILHA Secretary     


