
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 
January 13, 2024, 9:30 AM 

Via Zoom  
 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:32 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President - Mary Preston 
Secretary - Jan Gammon 
Treasurer - Joyce Ausberger 
State Director - Dean Parr 
Benton County Consul - Mike Kelly 
Story County Consul - Jan Gammon 
Greene County Consul - Joyce Ausberger, Dale Higgins  
Carroll County Consul - Barbara Hackfort   
 
Others: Bob Ausberger, Sandii Huemann-Kelly, Jennifer Morrison, Shellie Orngard, and Jeanie Hau.  
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were sent out after the last meeting and edits submitted to Mary 
Preston.  Edits were made and minutes sent out again prior to the meeting.  Joyce Ausberger moved to 
approve the October 14, 2023, edited minutes and Dean Parr seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported there is $2,155.66 in checking. The savings account has 
been closed.  
 
Year-end report: 
Income 
 Memberships    $   390.00 
 Jeff Benson Foundation    $1,174.92 
 Donations    $1,119.00 
 Newsletter ads    $      30.00 
 Investment Account Closed  $4,808.00 
 LHA Endowment grant for  
 Preston’s    $5,000.00 
  Total                                 $12,521.92 
Expenses 
 Newsletter printing/stamps  $   985.43 
 Prairie River of Iowa   $1,653.75 
 Investment Account Closed 
     To Jeff Benson/LH Endowment $4,808.00 
 LHA Endowment grant   $5,000.00 
  Total    $12,447.18 
Dean Parr moved to accept the treasurer’s report and Jan seconded. Motion carried.  
  
Membership Report: Dean Parr reported 10 National members were moved to state members and 
Dean has sent them invoices to renew.  We gained 1 new state member. Dean mailed out 134 



newsletters, with the balance getting the newsletter emailed. National - 94, Iowa - 51, Lifetime - 15, 
Complimentary - 24, for a total of 184.   
 
Director’s Report: Dean said members can find the 2024 Conference information in the latest Forum. It 
will be held in Elkhart, IN. 

Old Business: Clinton County, Crawford, and Pottawattamie Consul position are still open.  

Consul Reports: 

Clinton: No report.  

Cedar: Joe Goodlove sent in a report stating nothing is going on in Cedar County. He did say his 
presentation for the historical group in Toledo went well. It resulted in 4 new ILHA members.  

Linn County: Rex Martin did not send in a report.  Dean Parr said a roundabout is going in at the 
intersection of Mt Vernon Road/8th Ave/10th St. The walkway by McKinley School has been removed. 
Dean is unsure how they will get kids to the school safely. Jennifer Morrison posted the drawing of the 
roundabout in the zoom comments. Jennifer also attended the dedication held recently in Lisbon. 

Benton: Mike Kelly reported that Youngville received a $5,050.00 grant from Benton County Community 
Foundation. The project will be to waterproof the balcony, paint the exterior, replace the cylinder for a 
pump, and reinstall the globe on the gas pumps. Solar lights will be put in the globes, so they will be lit 
at night. Larry Beatty has contacts for contractors to do the work.  
 
The turnoff to Belle Plaine has been leveled. There is no big hill anymore. 
 
Mary Helen Preston said nothing is new at Preston’s.  The Herring Hotel has been leveled and the 
basement filled in. Joyce Ausberger said she heard the lot will be used for parking. Mary Helen said the 
city and historical society took out what they could from the hotel before it was taken down. She heard 
they were able to salvage the banister. The King Theater has new owners, and they are doing some 
renovations to make it ADA compliant. The restrooms needed to be moved to the main floor. They had 
been in the basement. Someone has reportedly bought the depot.    
 
Tama: Jeanie Hau said the Mayor of Tama, unofficially, said the city will look into an alternate truck 
route instead of the Lincoln Highway over the Tama bridge. Someone has bought the property to the 
north of the bridge. Jeanie and Shellie Orngard will check into having the April ILHA meeting in Tama.   

Bob Ausberger reported projects at the gas station in Montour are on hold until spring. The group is 
picking out shingles to be installed then. Allan Richards’ brother will do the roofing.  Bob is having fun 
with this project. 

Marshall County: Harlan Quick did not send in a report.  

Story: Jan Gammon said most of the construction in the Ames/Nevada/Colo area is on Highway 30 and 
affects the Jefferson Highway, but not the Lincoln Highway. Colo Historical Society is hosting monthly 
open houses at Reed-Niland station.     

Boone:  John Fitzsimmons did not submit a report.     



Greene: Joyce Ausberger reported Ralph’s station has a new roof. Bob Ausberger added it is a metal 
roof. Joyce also said the globe on the gas pump had been stolen. The back of the ILHA museum in Grand 
Junction has had some brickwork repairs.      

The antique store in Jefferson has been busy. The miniature racing car business in the old Quirk’s cabin 
has also been busy. The Lincoln Hotel has a new owner. The downstairs has been rented, but spaces 
remain unrented upstairs. The J. C. Penney building has been bought and needs repairs. Nothing new in 
Scranton.    

Dale Higgins is on the call from sunny Arizona and is enjoying the warm weather while Iowa is having a 
blizzard and sub-zero temps. 

Carroll: Barbara Hackfort reported she is working with Shellie Orngard to get a photo of the Octagonal 
Barn on the NRHP list. Barbara is still working on getting an ILHA consul from Crawford County. Joyce 
Ausberger thanked Barbara for referring a couple from Des Moines to the ILHA museum in Grand 
Junction. They were interested in the LH but needed an ADA compliant museum to learn more.       

Crawford: No report. Barbara Hackfort has been to the new “Cronk’s”. It is a new Mexican restaurant 
but also has some of Cronk’s original foods. It tasted great and it was busy. Jeanie Hau has been there 
too and says although there is no hot roast beef sandwich, they do have a great hot pork sandwich. 
Barbara says the Mexican restaurant in Glidden is also very good. 

Harrison: Kathy Dirks did not send in a report.  

Pottawattamie: No report.  

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Report: Jeanie Hau reported the Marshalltown interpretive panel will be installed 
in the spring. Clarence has an overlay project going on 7th St (the Lincoln Highway) and found a section 
of 1920’s original asphalt. They will mitigate this in a similar fashion when a water main was replaced, 
and historical things found. Information was posted nearby about the findings. Jeanie sent the Byway 
interpretive panel designs to Clarence in hopes a panel about this 1920’s section can be honored.  

The Highway 30 Coalition has hired Snyder and Associates to create plans for 4-lanes on the Lincoln 
Highway from DeWitt to Mt Vernon and Ogden to Carroll. Bob Ausberger wants to know what they will 
do with the newer overpass at Grand Junction. Jeanie does not know the answer. It should be noted this 
is in the proposal phase and is not currently on the 5-year plan.     

Jeanie is reviewing the condition of byway signs that were noted that needed to be replaced. She will 
take photos. IDOT should have new signs in the spring.  Jeanie and Shellie Orngard will go back to Reed-
Niland and interview the two brothers that worked there in their youth. This will be in a podcast format 
and they hope to interview Mary Helen about Preston’s and people in Montour. The traveling display is 
now in Denison. 

Jeanie met with Kay Shelton recently at a Byway Leader Training. Illinois LHA is taking on the 
management of the Illinois Byway section, under Kay’s leadership. Talks led to a possible partnership 
between IA, Il, and NE to participate in IPW, a byway forum for international travel planners. 



Shellie Orngard will do a “windshield” survey to obtain info on the 55% that were not responding to her 
survey for NRHP properties within 5 miles of the Lincoln Highway. She is noting their condition and 
seeking properties that should be on the National Register of Historic Places but are not.  

Penny Brown-Huber, PRI’s Executive Director, resigned Dec 15th for a position with Iowa State Extension 
working with local foods. This new position will also involve surrounding states. Mike Kellner is also 
resigning Jan 31st.  He has been doing the website and Facebook for the association.   

New Bustiness:  Prairie Rivers of Iowa (PRI) has been doing the newsletter, website, and Facebook posts 
for ILHA. Mary Preston took over the newsletter in 2023. With both Penny Brown-Huber and Mike 
Kellner leaving, we need to discuss what PRI can still do for ILHA. PRI had said that ILHA’s website has 
been crashing quite often on DreamHost, the company hosts the website. It is an older version of a 
website and PRI had suggested it be redesigned anyway. With Mike leaving at the end of the month, it 
speeds up this discussion. Mike has given Mary Helen the login info for DreamHost. Jan Gammon said 
the domain name is registered through Go Daddy and that Mary Helen should get that login info as well. 
Mary Helen will contact Mike for it as ILHA will need to re-register in the future. Jeanie Hau has 
transitioned into doing social media for both ILHA and the Byway Facebook pages. She will continue to 
do that as there is overlap in the task. She will have Jan Gammon as her backup, should anything with 
PRI change. 

Of concern was the photo and document library PRI has maintained for both themselves and for ILHA. 
Mike Kelly will work on getting a photo library setup for ILHA. Photos and documents could be put on an 
external hard drive or perhaps in Google docs. 

Mary Helen had been in the search for a new web host. She will finalize talks with a new host and work 
on the redesign of the website. Jeanie Hau said the PRI staff and PRI board officers will meet next week 
and she might have a better idea of what PRI can continue to do and what they might need to transfer 
to ILHA or need help with. 

Jan Gammon also said PRI had been doing the year-end tax report for ILHA. Jeannie Hau had just done 
that for 2023, so we are current. She will get that log-in information to Jan Gammon to do the 1099 
reporting in the future.                   

Old Business: Mike Kelly said Youngville founding member, Jenny Conklin, passed October 15. 

Bob Ausberger would like to see ILHA undertake a fundraising effort by asking county board of 
supervisors for $1500 and $1500 from various groups (i.e. Kiwanis, Rotary, etc.) and residents within 
each county ($3,000 per county.) Bob had brought this up before and Jan Gammon had written an initial 
proposal letter for Mary Helen to review and send to the consuls for their input before sending to Board 
of Supervisors. She had not had time to do the review as she was transitioning from one job to another. 
She will look it over and send it to Bob and others to review.  

Discussion centered around letter vs. in-person meetings with the supervisors. Counties are currently in 
their budget phase until spring and the sooner we get our request before them, the better. Perhaps 
each consul can get on their county’s BOS agenda and make a presentation. It might be a good idea to 
show some projects the ILHA has helped fund (interpretive panels) and projects they have volunteered 
for (Montour gas station, Preston’s, etc.) Jan Gammon will work with Jeanie to get photos of the early 



interpretive panels that ILHA funded. Bob wants an interpretive panel in front of the Montour gas 
station. He could be our trial run and make a presentation to the Tama Board of Supervisors.  

Mary Helen will review the introduction letter and send it out. County supervisors may not be very 
familiar with the Lincoln Highway or the Association, so the letter could be sent first and then consuls 
could ask to be placed on the BOS agenda for a presentation. Barbarea Hackfort said it would be helpful 
if we had ready-to-go projects in each county to show the supervisors where the funds would go.           

Next Meeting: April 13, 2024, location TBD (possibly Tama)  

Adjournment: Jan Gammon moved, Dale Higgins seconded, and Mary Helen Preston adjourned the 
meeting at 11:29 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Gammon, ILHA Secretary     



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 

April 13, 2024, 9:30 AM 
Tama American Legion 

1105 E 5th St  
 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Preston 
Vice-President: Dale Higgins 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
Cedar County Consul: Joe Goodlove 
Linn County Consul: Rex Martin  
Benton County Consul: Mike Kelly 
Tama County Consul: Allan Richards 
Marshall County: Harlan Quick 
Story County Consul: Henry Corbin 
Boone County Consul: John Fitzsimmons  
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger, Dale Higgins  
   
Others: Bob Ausberger, Shannon Woods, Ann Michaels, Mayor Brian Hanus, Bill Butterfield, Lloyd 
Chyma, Garry Hevalow, Van Becker, Bev Becker, Jennifer Morrison, Shellie Orngard, and Jeanie Hau.  
 
Attendees introduced themselves. 
 
We expressed our sympathy to Dean Parr, State Director, on the passing of his wife, Jeannie. She had 
been an integral ILHA member for many years and helped organize the LHA Conference in Denison a few 
years ago.  
 
Secretary’s Report: January 13, 2024, minutes were sent out after the last meeting and supplied to 
members at this meeting. Garry Hevalow moved to approve the minutes and John Fitzsimmons 
seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported $3,485.68 is in checking. Joyce sent $100 to American 
Cancer Society in memory of Jeannie Parr. The $5,000 that was in an investment account was moved to 
the Jeff Benson Memorial Fund, managed by Story County Foundation. Last year we received $1,565 in 
interest from the fund. Our largest expenses are for the newsletter ($218) at Copyworks in Cedar Rapids 
and postage stamps ($$68). The AEA that had been doing the printing is no longer able to do that for us. 
We had bids from 3 sources, with Copyworks being the least expensive. It is noted postage stamps will 
see a price increase from 68 cents to 73 cents in July 2024. Jan Gammon moved to approve the report 
and Garry Hevalow seconded. Motion carried.  
  
Membership Report: No report. 
 



Director’s Report: Joyce Ausberger mentioned she had just sent in her registration for the LHA 
Conference. Registration forms are in the latest Forum. It will be held in Elkhart, IN. Joyce also reserved 
a hotel room and was told it is filling up fast. 

Old Business: Clinton County and Pottawattamie Consul positions are still open. We do have an 
interested person- Paul Plumb- in Crawford County.   

Consul Reports: 

Clinton: No report.  

Cedar: Joe Goodlove reported the City of Clarence is installing new sidewalks.  

Linn County: Rex Martin said markings between Marion and Mount Vernon need repainted. He will work 
on it this spring/summer. It is believed it was last painted around 2006 when the national conference 
was held in Cedar Rapids. The Lisbon kiosk has been moved to the Gazebo Park. It was originally 
intended to be at that location. Rex noted the one on the exterior of the Lisbon Museum is still there 
and was not removed.  He will see about replacing the flags at the Seedling Mile. Van Becker said he has 
a contact who had been doing that. This led to a discussion about pole painting. John Fitzsimmons wrote 
a pamphlet about how to do pole painting and he did about 100+ years ago. Joyce and Bob Ausberger, 
Bob Owens, Van Becker, and others painted poles as well. Pole painting kits are available at the Lincoln 
Highway Trading Post in Ohio and on their website.     

Benton: Mike Kelly reported the DOT is busy chewing up the old roadway as a newer road has been 
built. Youngville will open June 4th and be open only on Tuesdays 11am-2pm. They found a new glass 
cylinder in Omaha for the gas pump. Volunteers will help install. The trim on the café was painted last 
year and this year the exterior will be painted. A seal was put on the balcony floor in hopes that it will 
prevent moisture from traveling down below. A 1914 license plate from the garage was restored and is 
now on display inside the café. A long-time Youngville board member, Agnes Hammond, has passed 
away.        
 
Mary Helen Preston said the Herring Hotel is down and grass planted on that lot. Not sure if it will 
become a parking lot. Nothing new at Preston’s Station. Mary is continuing fundraising for projects.     
 
Tama: Deferred to later in the agenda when the Mayor of Tama will talk.   

Marshall County: Harlan Quick reported the Henry Pfantz House on State Center’s Main Street was torn 
down. It dated back to 1923. Brian’s Collision, across the street, bult a new building and enclosed yard 
for his business there, replacing the house.   

There is a proposal to tear down the historic Opera House/Masonic Hall Building, bult in 1890 on east 
Main Street to build a major addition to the fire station next door. 

The Home Oil Station is in the final stages of being placed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is 
the current home for the State Center Police Department.  

On Memorial Day, historic Watson’s Grocery Store will be open for Saturday and Sunday tours from 1-4 
PM. Tours continue through Labor Day. 



State Center’s 66th Annual Rose Festival will be held June 13-16, Father’s Day Weekend. Rose Parade is 
Saturday morning. 

In Marshalltown, groundbreaking on the construction of the new Marshall County Courthouse Veterans 
Memorial was held on April 10. The Memorial, located in the SW corner of the courthouse square, is to 
honor Marshall County veterans from WWI to the present. The plan is to have it completed by 
September 11. 

Restoration of courthouse and downtown buildings due to the tornado and derecho continues. The 
former Fantles Clothing Store, across from the courthouse, has been replaced by an ice-skating rink. The 
Iowa Wild team helped with that project. Other buildings downtown have been replaced with new 
businesses after the closure of the Marshalltown Mall.       

Story: Henry Corbin reported a brick building on the west end of Nevada is being torn down and will be 
replaced with a Dollar General. A disc golf course is being redone. The Jefferson Highway had a new 
overpass over Highway 30 built by the DOT. It includes the words “Jefferson Highway” on the 
balustrades and other art features on the side for traffic underneath to view. Lincoln Highway Days is set 
for August 24th with rodeo, parade, and usual festival food and drink. 

Boone:  John Fitzsimmons reported a portion of the road between Boone and where the town of Jordon 
used to be is closed. This is west of Highway 17 and near where the Shamrock Motel, with its sordid 
history, was located. John is portraying a Confederate soldier in an upcoming Civil War Reenactment. Let 
him know if you want to shoot a cannon!      

Greene: Joyce Ausberger said inside the Lincoln Hotel in Jefferson would be a great place for a mural. 
The Lincoln Highway between Jefferson and Grand Junction will be repaired. John Fitzsimmons will 
repaint some cars and other things at the Lion’s Club Tree Park outside Grand Junction. The back side of 
ILHA Museum in Grand Junction has been redone. They have not had visitors since February. Need to 
promote it. Joyce looked at the LHA garden next door and it needs some spring clean-up. The tulips are 
being eaten by rabbits. Suggested garlic would deter them. The Miller station had its roof repaired from 
tree damage and a new globe found for the gas pump. The Bell Tower Festival in Jefferson will be the 
second weekend in June.     

Carroll: Barbara Hackfort sent in a report. There is talk again of expanding Highway 30 to 4 lanes from 
Ogden to Carroll. People are continuing to use the rest area at the M & M Divide. The County 
Conservation Board is doing a great job of maintaining it. The Carroll City Council has removed two 
stoplights. One is at the intersection of Highway 30 and Court Street and the other at the intersection of 
Highway 30 and North Adams. Safety concerns and harm to the business district were dismissed as 
inconsequential.     

Crawford: No report 

Harrison: Kathy Dirks did not send in a report.  

Pottawattamie: No report.  

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Report: Jeanie Hau reported she completed a sign inventory. She has talked to the 
DOT about 3 reroutes due to road and bridge closures. Clinton County is looking at replacing two bridges 



and seeking funding for the second one. Lisbon bypass is another area as well as the Boone County near 
Highway 17 already discussed.  

Marion is beginning work on their town square at the depot. 

Shellie Orngard and Jeanie will record oral histories of previous employees at Reed Station in Colo. They 
will use the recordings during tours of the gas station. 

Potentially two historic barns may be lost at the Meyers Farmstead Historic District near Lisbon due to 
insurance reasons. The nearby Pleasant Grove Heritage Park is recognized as an emerging partner with 
Silos and Smokestacks and will reconstruct 10 acres of tallgrass prairied this May. (This is 1 block north 
of the Lincoln Highway.) 

Shellie has started to make presentations about the HRDP study of National Register of Historic Places. 
Let Shellie know if you have an organization that would be interested in hearing the findings of the 
study. 

The traveling display has been popular and is at the Woodbine Carnegie Library until the end of April.  

Facebook posts for “Where Was I on the Byway?” have been popular and Jeanie has been using the 
Travel Iowa Passport to write mini articles on the topic of the collection cards. Mary Preston suggested 
that these post or mini articles be in the ILHA newsletter. 

The FHWA grant for 51 byway kiosks may need to be cut back in number of Kiosks. Lincoln Highway is 
not scheduled for installations until 2027. A new round of grant funding will be coming out and the 
byways hope to apply for funds to do photography and drone footage.       

* The Iowa Byways will not be doing a booth at the Iowa State Fair this year. (*This was not mentioned 
in the meeting but is on Jeanie’s written report.)                

New Bustiness:  PBS is doing a series on all the Iowa Byways. They have contacted Mary Helen Preston 
to do filming this summer and the 4 episodes about Lincoln will air in the fall. Featured sites known are 
Youngville, Marshalltown, and Preston’s Historic District. 

Bob Ausberger wondered if we could take any memorabilia to the Antiques Road Show that will be at 
Living History Farms in Urbandale. There is a lottery system to be on the show and the deadline for free 
entrance tickets has passed.  

Mary Preston noted the Preservation Iowa Summit will be in Mount Pleasant June 6-8. She and Jan 
Gammon spoke to 25 students this past week for a “Historic Landscape and Infrastructure” class at 
Grinnell College.        

Old Business: None  

Tama Lincoln Highway Bridge: Our guest Brian Hanus, the mayor of Tama, and Tama Council Member, 
Ann Michaels, reported on the status of the Tama LH Bridge. The city has developed an alternate route 
and will be working with a discount retail store regarding this route. The store wants to build just north 
of the American Legion and the city will build an access road from Business 30 to the store. Once that is 
completed, the rest of the road will be built to connect to 5th St. This is all west of the bridge. The house 
next to the bridge will stay, but the mobile homes will be removed.  



The city has cancelled its contract with the engineering firm and the construction company. Core 
samples were taken, and the concrete was in bad shape leading them to not consider restoration for 
even pedestrian use.  

Ann Michels has the name of a person recommended by Paula Mohr, formerly with the State 
Preservation Office (SHPO). This person, Rachel Will, will be contacted to see if she can help determine a 
plan for restoration knowing what we know so far. 

There was a $50,000 HRDP grant given by the state. The first half is held at Prairie Rivers of Iowa and the 
last half ($25,000) would be paid upon completion of the project. This money is to be returned to the 
state if not used by June 2024. Jeanie and Shellie will check to see if these funds can be used towards a 
new engineering firm.     

The national LHA gave $3,000 for restoration of the lettering and these funds were given to the City of 
Tama some years ago. There was also a $25,000 Mansfield grant and $12,000 in donations collected by 
Ann Michaels for restoration. The mayor is unaware of what funds might still be with the city. The mayor 
suggested any further funds for the bridge should be collected by the Byway or ILHA.  

King Tower Report:  The King Tower building is in disrepair. The renovated Native American head sign 
was paid for through a grant. The new owner of King Tower sold the sign to an unknown buyer. The one 
cabin remaining was moved a few feet to get it off the Zimmerman property. SHPO says since it was 
moved, it would not qualify to be on the National Register of Historic Places. The ground is 
contaminated as it was once a thriving truck stop. There is talk of moving the cabin to the Lincoln 
Highway Bridge Park.          

Next Meeting: July 13, 2024, location TBD  

Adjournment: Garry Hevalow moved, Dale Higgins seconded, and Mary Preston adjourned the meeting 
at 11:40 AM. 

Lunch and Tours: After the meeting and the lunch served by the Tama American Legion, the group 
toured the Tama Lincoln Highway Bridge, the Red Adair Phillips 66 Station in Montour that Bob 
Ausberger and others are restoring, and the bank building in Montour (owned by Allan Richards, Tama 
County Consul).             

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Gammon, ILHA Secretary     



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 

July 13, 2024, 9:30 AM 
Nevada Senior Center 

Nevada, Iowa  
 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:33 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Preston 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Benton County Consul: Mike Kelly 
Marshall County Consul: Harlan Quick 
Story County Consul: Henry Corbin/Jan Gammon 
Boone County Consul: John Fitzsimmons 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger  
Carroll County Consul: Barbara Hackfort   
 
Others: Garry Hevalow, Shannon Woods, Bob Ausberger, Jennifer Morrison, Shellie Orngard, and Jeanie 
Hau.  
 
Secretary’s Report: The April 13, 2024, minutes were sent out after the last meeting. Garry Hevalow 
moved to approve the minutes and Dean Parr seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported there is $3,377.63 in checking. We received about $189 
from our portion of National dues. Our expenses were $233.05 for printing the newsletters and stamps 
for $204.00. It is noted that stamps will increase tomorrow. It will make mailing out the newsletter more 
expensive than printing it. Dean Parr moved to accept the treasurer’s report and Jan Gammon 
seconded. Motion carried.  
  
Mayor of Nevada: Mayor Brett Barker stopped into the meeting on his way to Colo’s Crossroads Festival 
parade. He welcomed the ILHA to Nevada and thanked them for the work they do to preserve and 
promote the Lincoln Highway. Brett said Nevada has been promoting the Lincoln as well with the park 
next to the Senior Center and City Hall, the logos on the street signs, the interpretive panels, banners in 
the park, and the concrete maker replica on the corner of 6th and Lincoln Way. He also said the city 
supports the Nevada Historical Society with a 1:1 membership match as they feel it is a city-wide 
comprehensive organization such as economic development and Main Street.      
 
Membership Report: Dean Parr reported he used the same mailing labels as last time: National - 94, 
Iowa - 51, Lifetime - 15, Complimentary - 24, for a total of 184.   
 
This quarter, Dean Parr mailed out 144 newsletters. Discussion revolved around how to encourage 
members to receive the newsletter electronically. Some members do not have email addresses and are 
not able to get them electronically. Shellie Orngard suggested we have a membership drive in October 
to notify members it’s time to renew and to encourage electronic newsletters. Harlan said perhaps give 



a dollar off membership if you go electronically for the newsletter. Members felt this would add to 
bookkeeping and might not be feasible. We can revisit this prior to the October meeting.       
 

Director’s Report: Dean said the May 15th Zoom meeting centered around the conference that was just 
held in Elkhart, IN. Franklin Grove office is selling brick pavers as a fundraiser. Order forms have been in 
the Forum or can be found on the LHA website. Life members had a Zoom call and an in-person meeting 
at the conference. The LHA would like someone to head each of the 6 purposes listed in the front of the 
Forum. Dean Parr would like the use of the LHA logo to be loosened up. There was a puzzle company 
that was interested in doing something but was not given authority to use the logo.  

Several Iowa members attended the national conference in Elkhart, IN. Joyce Ausberger felt that it was 
well organized and the tours interesting. Even though some of the sites were visited in previous 
conference tours, Joyce learned new things. There were about 134 attendees. 

Bob Ausberger said Sharon Strouse, Executive Director of the National Scenic Byway Foundation, 
attended a day of the LHA Conference. She encouraged the LHA apply to be an All-American Road. Jan 
Gammon is on the board of NSBF and works with Sharon on a variety of projects. Byways are a program 
through Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). A byway has at least one intrinsic quality 
(archaeological, cultural, historic, recreational, natural, or scenic) and must have state designation first. 
Then application can be made to FHWA for a National Scenic Byway (one high level intrinsic quality) or 
All-American Road (2 high level intrinsic qualities). FHWA had not opened up the application process for 
about 10 years until the Iowa Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway applied and was awarded the National 
designation. Nebraska also became a National byway at the same time. Illinois was already a National 
Scenic Byway.  Indiana and Ohio are state byways. Pennsylvania has 6 counties that are a heritage drive 
(not truly in the PA byway program). Jan says there is plenty of cultural diversity and history along the 
Lincoln Highway in Iowa to make the jump to All-American Road status. BUT, FHWA does not have an 
open application process at this time. They do have funds available for projects applied for by each 
state’s DOT. Jeanie Hau said Sharon Strouse made it sound like the entire Lincoln could be an All-
American Road. It would take some work as the Lincoln Highway in the “east coast” and “west coast” 
states do not even have a state byway designation. All 50 states have byway programs, with Texas just 
starting a program last year. Some states have more robust byway programs (like Iowa) or less robust 
(like ND and WY).                

A documentary based on the After Ike book. written by Michael Owen, was shown during the 
conference and is now being shown in Europe as the filmographer is from there.  

There have been other events held to promote the Lincoln Highway. One was the 10,000,000 Model T 
Ford that made its cross-country trek this summer. Joyce Ausberger was able to get a ride in it like she 
did the last time it made the nation-wide journey. It also stopped at Youngville and drew quite a crowd.  

Harlan Quick has been interviewed by PBS for the Road Trip program highlighting byways. The central 
part of the Lincoln Highway will be shown in spring 2025. Barbara Hackfort said they will also be filming 
in Carroll on July 22.  

Bob Ausberger spent quite some time with a lady who stopped in the Grand Junction Lincoln Highway 
Museum. She made a book out of her Lincoln Highway experience and dedicated the book to Bob.  



Jennifer Morrison would like the ILHA to make a pitch to host the 2027 Lincoln Highway National 
Conference.     

Old Business: Clinton County, Crawford, and Pottawattamie Consul position are still open.  

Consul Reports: 

Clinton: No report.  

Cedar: No report. 

Linn County: No report.  

Benton: Mike Kelly reported that PBS came to film at Youngville. It will be edited this winter and be 
shown in Spring 2025. Youngville took in $312 in donations one day it was open. Mary Preston said she 
saw people camped out outside the door one Tuesday waiting for it to open. Mike said the hours of 11 
AM to 12 PM are the busiest and about 80% of the business. The last of the 4-lane in Benton County is 
being paved.     
 
Mary Helen Preston said nothing is new at Preston’s. She will be selling brick pavers as well for a 
fundraiser.   
 
Tama: Jeanie Hau and Shellie Orngard have been talking to Tama Economic Development Director, 
Katherine Ollendieck, about finding funds to restore the Tama Bridge and contact the engineering firm 
in Chicago that Paula Mohr, formerly with SHPO, had suggested. The City has not given approval for this 
to take place until the ink is dry with the Dollar General agreement. Things are on hold for now.  Shellie 
Orngard would like a campaign to save old bridges.  

Bob Ausberger said a new roof is being installed on the Montour gas station. At our last meeting, Henry 
Corbin suggested a company in Nevada, MO that could possibly help match the original siding. Joyce 
Ausberger said that the company was able to match it exactly, so Bob has been busy replacing siding.  
The Montour community will have a celebration coming up. Bob has also been busy with wasp removal.    

Marshall County: Harlan Quick reported State Center’s 66th Annual Rose Festival was held June 13-16. 
Discussions continue on whether to tear down the historic Opera House/Masonic Hall building on East 
Main Street and them add to the fire station. 

The Home Oil Station, now home to the State Center Police Department, is in the final stages of the 
National Register of Historic Places application. Waston’s Grocery Store is open for tours 1-4 PM on 
Saturdays and Sundays through labor Day. Tours of Centre Station Depot, Washington Township #6 
Country School, and Sheppler’s Barber Shop are available by calling Harlan Quick at 515-483-2440.  

In Marshalltown, the Central Business District Bee Ridiculous Day is set for Saturday, July 27 10AM-3PM 
with a kid’s activity block, food truck block, and a vendor’s block. 

Construction continues on the new Marshall County Courthouse Veteran’s Memorial. It is on the SW 
corner of the courthouse square and honors Veterans from WWI to present. The goal is to have it 
completed by September 11. Restoration continues on building facades and downtown buildings 
damaged by tornado and derecho.         



Story: Henry Corbin reported that Colo is having their Crossroads Festival today. Nevada is hosting 
Lincoln Highway Days August 24 with a car show, rodeo, parade, food, and entertainment. The 
community is freshening the Lincoln monuments at both east and west ends of town. There was an 
article in the ILHA newsletter about Evergreen Lane/ Briggs Terrace. It is the 170th anniversary of the 
Child’s Log Cabin and the 150th anniversary of the Halley One-Room Schoolhouse located on the 
Evergreen site. 

Dollar General is constructing a second location on the west end of Nevada (on the LH), an auto repair is 
going into an old gas station, and Harrington Park on the east side of town (on the LH) is getting 
freshened up.  

An Arts Commission has been organized through the city, TE Alderman restaurant is “getting close” to 
opening, and the Camelot Theater Foundation has been working on apartments in the upper level. 
Henry contributes all these new businesses and improvements to leadership. The downtown 
infrastructure project (that lasted two years), Covid, a derecho, etc. had the community kind of hit rock 
bottom and led them to do nothing but rise up. Jan Gammon also said the Leadership Nevada program 
(fashioned like the Leadership Iowa program) has led to an engagement of younger people, acceptance 
of new residents, and company support for events and projects in the community. Companies and non-
profits submit applications for individuals to attend the 3–4-month program and final projects are 
identified and carried out before graduation.  

Jeanie Hau said Travel Iowa has quarterly “Insider” meetings and encourages everyone to have their 
leaders attend. The next one will be in Marshalltown.           

Boone:  Jeanie Hau said the LH signs will be corrected at Jordan. Shellie Orngard said Boone is applying 
to be a Main Street community. John Fitzsimmons brought in a “ITS SHADY” sign that originally was at 
the Shady Court Motel. A guy called John and said he’d like to give him the sign. The guy admitted that 
he was kind of naughty when he was younger. He and his friends stole the sign one night and hid it in an 
old barn until recently. It has the writing on both sides but doesn’t appear to have any screw or nail 
holes in it, so not sure how it was displayed. It was part of a display like the Burma-Shave signs along the 
road. Not sure what the other parts of the poem were. John will have it on display in one of his historic 
buildings.    

Greene: John Fitzsimmons said he was asked by Bob Ausberger to come to the Lions Club Tree Park east 
of Grand Junction to do some painting as it has been years since anyone has done maintenance (other 
than mowing). Bob had attended the Greene County Board of Supervisor’s meeting and asked in the 
public comment time if they could paint things in the park and was told “yes.”. John said the cedar wood 
was showing its age and some was rotted and needed replaced. He had done paint studies elsewhere 
and found blue/green disappears since Iowa’s environment is the same color. Red is too “in-your-face_ 
and yellow too light. So, he had found terra cotta looked the best. He painted the wood that color and 
the cars on it a white. Joyce Ausberger showed pictures taken on her phone. Everyone thought it looked 
nice. But a few days earlier, Tanner Schuerermann, new Greene County Conservation Director (formerly 
in Boone County), did not agree. He had asked Jeanie Hau to tell Bob and John to stop painting. Tanner 
thinks it looks like “New Mexico” and is not the look the Highway should have. John says he is 86% done 
now and said people have stopped in to see what the park is all about now that they can see changes 
from the road. Bob and John have designed a sign with the name of the park on it and will present it to 
the Board of Supervisors for their approval. The park is owned by the DOT but leased to Greene County 



and maintained by the Conservation department. ILHA helped with the design and the information on 
the interpretive panels. The Byway created new panels the conservation is to install with their own base 
design to match the other limestone bases.          

Joyce Ausberger said 600 Barbies were on display in Jefferson and 300 more in the Greene County 
Museum in Jefferson. A car was wrapped in pink. Channel 8 came to cover it and helped draw about 
20,000 attendees to this event, from 38 states and across the world.  

Grand Junction will have a festival the first weekend in August.    

Carroll: Barbara Hackfort attended the Barbie event and said it was very PINK! Barbara said prototypes 
of the Pony Truss Bridges will be installed. The first going west to the park and a second bridge going to 
the bike trail.  

The Iowa PBS Road Trip will film the Laker’s Court that was donated to the community when the 
Minnesota Lakers (now LA Lakers) basketball team had a plane crash outside of Carroll and no one lost 
their life in the harrowing snowstorm accident. Graham Park has been placed on the National Register of  
Historic Places.     

Harrison: No report.  

Pottawattamie: No report.  

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Report: Jeanie Hau is also coordinator for the Iowa Valley Scenic Byway and found 
their audio tour has the capabilities to house 2 audio tours, so she would like to add one for Lincoln 
Highway. She will try to collect dues from each county to help share the fee.  

She attended the Antique Roadshow with Bob and Joyce’s collection and got an estimate for the 
rounded sign at $12000 but they had no ideas on the other collectibles. The Byways will not have a 
booth at the Iowa State Fair, but Jeanie will help at the Central Iowa Tourism booth and will be able to 
promote the LH there.  The traveling display is at the Belle Plaine Area Museum and will be at the Reed 
Station for their last July open house. 

Jeanie recorded interviews with former Reed Station employees and would like to do others. Let her 
know where and when you’d like to do one. Shellie Orngard said the HRDP grant she has been working 
on has been completed and she has been sharing her findings on the status of historic properties across 
the LH in presentations across the state. Iowa State is offering Certified Guide training. Shellie and 
Jeanie attended., It is training for people to give presentations. 

Jeanie attended the LHA Conference in Indiana and said the After Ike documentary creators will give a 
copy to each library on the Lincoln Highway and then to each school on the Lincoln Highway. 

Jeanie has been working with Linn County Historic Preservation on signage for the Seedling Mile and 
perhaps placing one at Abby Creek School. The Ogden Footprint panel has been installed near City Hall 
and the concrete piece with the footprints will be installed there soon.  Marshalltown panel about the 
courthouse will be installed soon. Eureka Bridge has been cited for a location. The Lion’s Club Tree 
Park’s 3 signs will be installed. The remaining work on the columns was discussed and tree and pathway 
clean-up may be in this year’s budget.     

LUNCH: We suspended the meeting while lunch from Sweet and Savory was passed out.    



New Bustiness:  Jeanie Hau, Harlan Quick, and Jennifer Morrison met to discuss and prepare 
recommendation for changes to the Iowa Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway signage. We can make 
recommendations to the Iowa DOT, but they have the final say on placement of signage. Maps and 
descriptions of the committee’s recommendations were passed out. They are: Calamus, Eastern Marion, 
Belle Plaine, Eastern Boone, Ralston Corners, and Historic Bridge Loop (“L” and Arch Bridges north of 
Beaver.) The changes to Ralston had already been verbally approved by the DOT Byway Coordinator, 
Mary Stahlhut (now retired). Jan Gammon moved we approve the Ralston change again. Joyce 
Ausberger seconded, and the motion carried. The members will review the other recommendations and 
we will discuss it at a future meeting.      

Old Business  

Next Meeting: October 12. Location: Jefferson in Greene County  

Adjournment: Garry Hevalow moved, Jan Gammon seconded, and Mary Preston adjourned the meeting 
at 12:20 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Gammon, ILHA Secretary     



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 

October 12, 9:30 AM 
Greene County Museum 

Jefferson, Iowa 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:32 by Mary Helen Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Helen Preston 
Vice President– Dale Higgins 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Marshall County- Harlan Quick 
Story County Consul: Jan Gammon 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger, Dale Higgins 
Carroll County Consul: Barbara Hackfort   
Crawford County: Bill Bruce 
 
Others: Bob Ausberger, Garry Hevalow, Ralph Miller, Bryan Helmns, Shellie Orngard, Jeanie Hau, 
Margaret Elbert, Gene Rabel, Kay Rabel, and Jennifer Morrison. 
 

 
Welcome and Introductions: Mary Helen Preston welcomed the group, and each introduced 
his/herself. We welcomed Bill Bruce as the new Crawford County Consul. He is retired from the 
healthcare profession. We also welcomed Margaret Elbert, widow of Jeff Benson. Gene Rabel and 
his wife, Kay, from Minnesota drove down for the meeting. Gene has traveled the entire length of 
the Lincoln Highway across the nation and documented all the Boy Scout markers.    
 
Secretary’s Report: The report was mailed out and was passed out prior to the meeting today. 
Garry Hevalow moved to accept the minutes and Dale Higgins seconded. Motion passed. 
    
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported we have $3,430.58 of which $1,565.01 is interest 
from the Jeff Benson Foundation. Margaret Elbert and Joyce Ausberger have forms and pre-
stamped envelopes for those wishing to donate more to the foundation. Joyce also reported the 
Rabel’s have donated $1,000 to the ILHA. The cost of stamps has gone up. Dean Parr had bought 
extra rolls for this last newsletter and has some for the next newsletter. Dale moved to accept the 
report. Jennifer Morrison seconded, and the motion passed. 
     
Membership Report: Dean Parr reported there are 172 members with 23 Comp, 46 Iowa only, 15 
Life, and 88 National. The entire LHA has 600+ members. The numbers have dropped significantly 
in the past few years. California now has more members than Iowa. Dean mailed out 142 
newsletters with 3 signing up since the article to receive it electronically was in the newsletter. 
 
Director’s Report: Dean Parr attended the August 25th Director meeting.  The Indiana Chapter 
hosted the past conference and had a sizeable profit. The Indiana Chapter wanted 50% of the 
$5,000 profit. Dean did not like this idea, and the board voted to not share the profit with the state 
chapter. Instead, any chapter may apply for an LHA grant for up to $5,000 for any project. 



It was also decided that LHA will share $5 per life member with each one state as designated by the 
member when joining. (Each state already receives $9 from LHA from each national member’s 
dues.)     
 
Old Business: Consul positions are open in Clinton and Pottawattamie Counties. Shannon Woods, 
who lives in Linn County, is willing to represent Clinton County. Members approved that Mary 
should discuss the position with Shannon.  
 
The latest book about the Lincoln Highway will be made into a movie. We are hoping this will give 
the route more visibility. Brian Butko’s FB page has 18,000+ members. The Lincoln Highway 
Association FB page has 3,400 members. PA LHA has 2,600; CA LHA has 3,100; IA LHA 1,500; and 
IN LHA has 1,200. How can we gain more reach with FB and website? Mary Preston is working on 
redoing the ILHA website and it is almost completed.  
 
The brick sales at Franklin Grove have been slow with only 14 sold in the initial order. Joyce 
Ausberger said a visitor to the ILHA Museum in Grand Junction was appreciative of all the 
information they had. The visitor had also been to Franklin Grove and was disappointed in their 
displays and found the focus was on LHA merchandise.  
 
Complimentary ILHA membership was also discussed. Most felt that libraries should continue to 
get our newsletter without purchasing a membership. Maybe some of these could be converted to 
email issues instead of mailed copies.      
 
Consul Reports: 

Clinton County: No report. 

Cedar County: Joe Goodlove is with Mary, his wife, at her 101-yer-old aunt’s funeral. Joe sent in a 
report that Highway 30 from Clarence to Mt. Vernon bypass is being completely resurfaced. Joe 
found out this summer that Sutcliffe Cider Mill is closed, and the owners moved to Kansas City. The 
shop was on the bottom floor and the only bathroom was on the second floor. The wife couldn’t 
climb the stairs easily anymore.  Mechanicsville will open a new History Center soon, Joe was 
asked if he could provide them with Lincoln Highway brochures, magazines, or anything else they 
could have or borrow for their Lincoln Highway section. Please send items to Joe and he will get 
things to them.  

Linn County: Rex Martin is unable to attend the meeting and told Jan Gammon earlier in the week 
he had nothing to report. Dean Parr had noticed the Linn County Preservation’s interpretive kiosk 
near the Highway Patrol office has been replaced. This group has replaced about half of their kiosks 
so far. Jeanie Hau has been working with the Linn County Engineer and Conservation people to get 
the Seedling Mile sign replaced at Abbe Creek though the DOT’s National Scenic Byway grant. The 
2nd Seedling Mile Monument, currently located at Lincoln Heights on Mt. Vernon Road, will be 
moved to Abbe Creek. Jeanie passed around photos of these projects.       

Benton County: Mike Kelley is not in attendance. He and Sandii have had a number of deaths in the 
family recently. He did send in information for the newsletter about the successful season that 
Youngville had this year. Youngville has also done some outside painting this year. Mary Preston 



said Iowa PBS has been to Youngville, Preston’s, and the sunflower farm to video for a film that will 
air in Spring 2025. 

Tama County: Alan Richards is not in attendance. Bob Ausberger reported that the Montour gas 
station had the steel siding replaced, and John Fitzsimmons has done some painting. They have a 
few signs that will be installed on the canopy. There are 2 gas pumps that will be installed 
eventually. With the weather turning colder, future projects may be held off until spring  

Marshall County: Harlan Quick reported that in State Center, Watson’s Fall Festival was held from 
4-6:00 pm on Friday evening, September 27.  It was also Homecoming at West Marshall High 
School, so there was a good turnout. Trunk or Treat will be held along Main Street on October 3, 
from 5-7:00 pm. Treats will be handed out from parked decorated car trunks and truck beds. The 
25th Annual Old-Fashioned Christmas is scheduled for December 6. There might be a progressive 
wine-tasting event added this year, along with the usual trolley rides, a visit from Santa, a High 
School Art Show, s’mores, a spaghetti dinner, craft show and more. Visit Main Street businesses 
for tasty Christmas treats, drinks, and tokens of customer appreciation while listening to 
Christmas carols sung along the historic Lincoln Highway outside.  

The historic Opera House/Masonic Hall building on State Center’s East Main Street maybe be torn 
down if the upcoming bond issue to build a major addition to the fire station next door passes. 

In Marshalltown, the annual Oktemberfest was held Friday, September 27 in the downtown area 
around the restored Marshall County Courthouse. An upcoming Holiday Stroll is scheduled for 
Saturday, November 23, from 4-8:00pom along Marshalltown’s historic Main Street. There will be a 
lighted parade, specials in stores, carriage rides, live entertainment, and more.    

Story: Jan Gammon reported the Military Vehicle Preservation Association (MPVA) is traveling the 
Jefferson Highway route in October. They were in Nevada for lunch on Wednesday. It was catered 
by the new T.E. Alderman restaurant. Alderman’s has been open for 3 weeks and it is named after 
the founding father of Nevada. The old Dairy Queen in Nevada was once a gas station. The new 
owner, Tom Richards, is having the gas tanks and contaminated soil removed. There are lots of 
cranes and activity at this site along the Lincoln Highway. Tom is putting his woodworking business 
in the building and is passionate about historic preservation.     

Boone: John Fitzsimmons is at a Civil War reenactment today. Bob Ausberger would like a feature 
article done for the newsletter about John. He has done many artistic things for the ILHA such as 
designing posters, designing T-shirts, painting poles, and painting signs.    

Greene:  The mural on the old J.C. Penney building across from the square is down as the building 
is being re-bricked. It was also discovered the building has termites. An investment company 
occupies the building. The Mahanay Bell Tower is open until 4:00 today if anyone wants to go. Bob 
Ausberger has helped Ralph Miller paint the columns and repair the canopy on his gas station. Bob 
has plans to develop the hotel near Danger Hill and have each unit depict a different era of travel.        

Carroll: Barbara Hackfort reported that Iowa PBS has been there to interview for the Spring 2025 
film about the Lincoln Highway. Of particular interest was the site of the Minnesota Lakers 1960 
crash near Carroll.  The museum has the table the basketball players were using on the plane for a 
card game. Farm Journal radio is also going to feature Carroll. Barbara used the M and M Divide site 



as part of her Ghost Town tour. The large tree was damaged in a storm and will need to be replaced. 
The City of Carroll took out 2 stoplights. Their removal does not make sense to many as it is now 
hard to cross the street. Highway 30 Coalition is pushing for 4-lanes. They are always at DOT 
meetings to push their agenda. It was also noted that 2 roundabouts will be put in Boone, but not 
on the Lincoln Highway.    

Crawford: New Consul Bill Bruce reported that Denison held it’s10th Annual BBQ Fest recently. It 
draws BBQ’ers from Omaha and other states.  A group made up of Rotary, Denison city staff, Trees 
Forever and ISU Extension worked on a study for 4 lanes on the Lincoln Highway. They have written 
grants and plans are moving forward. Their focus is on the animal rendering businesses, ethanol 
business, dry ice, and other ag related transportation.   

Harrison: Kathy Dirks is on vacation, but did send in a report stating the Welcome Center had a 
busy summer with visitors. Their resource technician retired late spring/early summer and some 
part-time people have been ill, putting Kathy behind at times.      

Pottawattamie: No report. Bill Bruce has read in the news that the Omaha trolley system might be 
extended into Council Bluffs. 

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Update 

Shellie Orngard said the City of Tama told them to not do anything with the Tama Bridge. The last 
trailer has been removed and the city is waiting to sign papers with Dollar General. The $50,000 
grant received from the State Preservation Office has expired, but it could be applied for later.  

Shellie hired a student to help put together a final document for the HRDP grant of NRHP sites. She 
passed out maps for members to review NRHP sites within 5 miles of the Lincoln Highway. 

Jeanie Hau said the Ogden footprint interpretive sign was installed in front of city hall. The concrete 
with the footprints was used as the base for the sign. A Questers group in Ogden created the 
content for a new interpretive sign at Prairie Park through a grant from the Leonard Good Trust. Sign 
will arrive in November. The Marshalltown Courthouse, Eureka Bridge, and Lion’s Club Tree Park 
signs are yet to be installed.      

The DOT was granted a National Scenic Byways Grant for 51 kiosks across the 14 Iowa byways. The 
DOT has now cut it down to 13 kiosks. 

Jeanie is monitoring the DOT’s plans for construction projects. Clinton County- Wapsie Bridges 
2026-2027; Cedar County- Pavement widening Lisbon to Stanwood 2025-2026; Chelsea 
resurfacing 2025; Tama 5th St realignment around the bridge-2025; Boone County- Hwy 30 at 169, 
west to Greene County mill asphalt and put on concrete overlay. Large detour Spring 2025; 
Missouri Valley Bypass 2026-2027. 

Jeanie and Shellie received Certified Guide Certificates after doing a presentation at Reed-Niland 
Corner.  Jeanie manned the Travel Iowa/Central Iowa Tourism booth and gave out hundreds of 
posters and byway guides.  

Prairie Rivers of Iowa had made an offer for a new executive director and are waiting for the person 
to accept.       



New Business: 

The proposed road changes submitted for review and approval will be brought for a vote at the next 
in-person meeting as there is not a quorum today. 

Jan Gammon asked the members to consider the 250th anniversary of the United States in 2026. 
The federal government has created a commission to spearhead the celebration. Each state is to 
create their own commission. Gov. Reynolds has tapped the State Historical Society to lead efforts 
in Iowa. They will get things going after the election in November 2024. There are 5 themes: 
Unfinished Revolution, Power of Place, We the People, American Experiment, and Doing History. 
Each community is encouraged to think of projects and events to add to the nation’s birthday.  

Margaret Elbert would like to write a letter to Warren Buffet to add funds to the Jeff Benson 
Endowment and ILHA. She had written to him many years ago. She also has a wealthy brother- in-
law that might give money if he can see the projects and efforts of the group. Joyce Ausberger 
suggested PRI help write something up for Margaret. 

Joyce Ausberger suggested we retire to Hy-Vee Market Café for lunch. 

Garry Hevalow made a motion to adjourn, and Dale Higgins seconded. Motion carried.        

Next Meetings: 

 January 11, 2025  (Zoom) 
 April 12, 2025 

July 12, 2025 (Near Seedling Mile) 
October 11, 2025 
  

 


