
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association Meeting Agenda 
January 9, 2021 via Zoom 

9:30 AM 
 
Officers and Consuls in Attendance: 
President: Mary Preston 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
Secretary: Jan Gammon  
State Director: Dean Parr 
Linn County: Rex Martin 
Tama: Allan Richards 
Greene: Joyce Ausberger 
Harrison: Kathy Dirks 
 
Others in Attendance: Bob Ausberger, Garry Hevalow, Edwon Yedlik (Benton Co Hist Preservation), and Allison Hicks 
(Benton Co Hist Preservation).    
 
Welcome: The meeting was called to order at 9:40 AM. The people on the call introduced themselves and President 
Mary Preston welcomed all to our Zoom call.  
 
Board reports 
Secretary’s Report: Jan Gammon had sent out the minutes from the July meeting. Kathy Dirks moved to approve the 
minutes. Dean Parr seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Allan Richards requested the meeting be recorded. Mary had not been recording, but did from about this point.   
 
Treasurer’s Report- Joyce Ausberger said the checking account has a balance of $1,796.49 and the investment account is 
$5,800.00. We have three new members and their fees will be reflected in 2021. Bob Ausberger donated $300 and Gene 
Rabel, ILHA friend (member) from Minnesota, donated $500.  
 
The end of 2020 report shows income of: $220 in memberships, $585 as our portion of national dues, $101 in 
merchandise sold (mostly to Todd Knight, new owner of the gas station in Ogden), and no ads sold (but Boone RR wants 
to have an ad again in 2021.) We received some money from Jeff Benson Endowment of $1082.89 and $61 from Niland 
café when they closed and the two donations listed and a $140 donation from Bob Ausberger earlier in the year to make 
above of $940. Making the total income for the year: $2,989.89. 
 
Total expenses for 2020: Newsletter printing and mailing $1208.70, Prairie Rivers for website/newsletter/Facebook 
$1,610.50, and PO Box fees $46. (PRI’s expenses were the lower than they’d been in the past few years.) Total of 
$2,865.20. This gives us a total at the end of the year (income-expenses) of $124.69 towards the good. 
 
Allan Richards asked if we can process memberships on-line or if we have a way to donate using PayPal or some other 
program. Mary Preston will look into it.          
    
Membership Report- Dean Parr reported we have 24 Comp, 59 Iowa, 15 Life, 137 National Members for a total of 235. 
We received two new members – Todd Knight and Sharon McQuinlin - we had 1 member pass away so that puts us up 
just one. National is seeing a downward trend on memberships too. Dean sent out 57 renewal notices.  He plans to drop 
those that were due in Jan 2020 if they don't pay before the next newsletter.  Those that were due in Jan 2021 will get 
more time and the list will be given to the consuls so they have a chance to convince them to renew before I drop them 
prior to the July newsletter.  Dean also needs to check the National membership list, as he doesn't always get notified 
when they are dropped. Dean wonders if we should cut back on number of printed newsletters.      
         
State Director Report- Dean reports a survey was sent out and only 30% responded favorably to holding the auto tour. 
The National officers decided to postpone both the auto tour and national conference to 2022. Conference schedules 



are- 2022: Joliet, Illinois; 2023: near Sacramento, CA.  Dean also reported that Kathy Franzwa passed away on December 
15th. Kathy and her husband, Gregory, were long-time supporters of the Lincoln Highway and Kathy was the editor of the 
Forum, the LHA’s national magazine. She will be missed. An article about her should appear in the next Forum.   

Old Business 
Open Consul (Crawford) Positions: Jan Gammon made a Zoom presentation to the Denison Rotary and several people 
were interested. Jan will resend those names to Mary Preston to follow up.    
 
County Consul Reports 
Clinton- Cathie Nichols did not send in a report.  
 
Cedar-Joe Goodlove did not send in a report. 
 
Linn- Rex Martin sent in a report. Continuing to work on a plan for the repair and/or replacement of the damaged kiosks 
in Linn County. With COVID and closure of the county buildings it has been difficult as we work with the Historic 
Preservation Commission to accomplish as much as we would like. Hopefully we will have things in order by early spring. 
Dean Parr said Cedar Rapids has finished cleaning up the tree and brush debris and now is working on street lights. Rex 
joined the call during this time, but had nothing else to add to the report. 
 
Benton- Mike Kelly sent in a report via Sandii Huemann-Kelly. Youngville will have a meeting later in January. The 
Jefferson Highway has not decided the fate of the conference that had been postponed to 2021 in Mason City. Mike is 
still in Virginia. Mike and Sandii had been there for his parent’s 70th Anniversary but they stayed in Iowa for Christmas to 
try and keep all safe. Both parents have been hospitalized with COVID and pneumonia. His dad is home and his mom 
was recently released to a short term rehab setting. Thanks for keeping all of the Kelly’s in your thoughts and prayers. 
Please all stay well.       
  
Tama- Allan Richards reports the old portion of the road is to be torn out once the 4-lane is opened. They will give the 
land back to the farmers, but they aren’t sure what they’ll do with it. Allan would still like the Lincoln Highway to 
become a National Monument.          
        
Marshall- Harlan Quick sent in a report. The State Center Development Association continues the renovation of the 
Holsworth Building at 116 and 118 West Main Street. This 1895 double front brick building housed a jewelry store and 
millinery shop for over 50 years. It was built by Robert Holsworth and housed his jewelry store until his death in 1939. 
 
An interpretive sign telling the history of the Centre Station depot and the railroad depots in State Center has been 
placed on the depot. The Washington Township Country School has been repainted. All of these buildings are on Main 
Street, the original Lincoln Highway Route through State Center.     
 
The State Center Police Department is sponsoring a monthly car cruise for April through September, the 2nd Saturday of 
each month. They hope to add food trucks and an opportunity to view the cars prior to the cruise. Detailed maps will be 
available and COVID-19 precautions will be observed. Dates are: April 10, May 8, June 12, July 10, August 14, September 
11.  
 
The State Center Rose Festival will be Father’s Day weekend June 19 and 20. The final details will be dependent on the 
nature of the COVID-19 Pandemic at that time. 
 
Story- Carroll Stokesbary was not on the call. Jan Gammon said Nevada has undergone new infrastructure on their main 
street complete with bump-outs and new street lights. Work north of Lincoln Highway will begin in the spring.      
 
Boone- John Fitzsimmons was not on the call. Jan Gammon said Boone brought in a new train locomotive and placed it 
at the corner of Highway 30 and South Story St as a “welcome” to visitors.  
  



Greene- Joyce Ausberger said Dale Higgins is in Arizona right now. He and others helped Bob move the Green Gables 
cabin from Bob Owen’s house to the Quirks Cabin property on the east side of Jefferson. After it got moved, the zoning 
official stated there is one too many buildings at that site. Bob and Joyce will go in Monday and ask for a variance. 
 
Bob put up Christmas lights around the Lincoln Highway Garden in Grand Junction. They were real pretty. He has now 
taken them down. Not seeing very many visitors at the Museum and the Canasta ladies aren’t meeting as often.  When 
COVID restrictions lift, Joyce will go out and try to get new members and get some to renew.  
 
Dean Parr said Jefferson Matters contacted him about using some of our newsletter articles in their social media and 
other marketing efforts.            
 
Bob later added to this report that the large utility pole was installed near the Moss Markers, but it should not hinder 
viewing the marker. He will be working with the Board of Supervisors about a pull-off where people can view the 
interpretive panel that has been created for the Moss Markers.  
 
Carroll- Barb Hackfort did not send in a report. 
        
Crawford- No report.   
 
Harrison- Kathy Dirks reported that Missouri Valley should have had their 150th in 2020, so postponed to 2021. Not sure 
how that will pan out this year. Prior to the start of this meeting, Bob and Joyce wondered if others were contacted 
about the Missouri Valley Bypass and participating in the Section 106 (historical resource) process. The Welcome 
Center/ Harrison County Conservation did not want to participate, but Kathy will send out the information the DOT sent 
about it to all of the ILHA consuls and officers. Bob and Joyce may participate as the ILHA. Kathy reports the bypass was 
to help with flood control, but the city is not sure what amount of dollars they will be required to contribute. When 
Kathy gets information about a state wide tourism meeting to be held July 27th via Zoom, she will send it out to 
everyone. She was on a Destination Analysts phone call and it is estimated 2021 leisure trips will be 39 % lower than in 
2019. This is up from 2020, but still a grave concern for the industry.  It appears trips will ramp up beginning in May, 
peak in July, ramp back down in October and bump up again in December. About 18% anticipate their first trip by 
commercial airline in 2021 will be in the second quarter (April-June). Aspirations to visit Florida, Las Vegas, New York, 
California, Hawaii and Colorado remain most common. The Harrison County Historical Village and Welcome Center has 
been open, but most of the attractions they refer people to or where people are referred to the Welcome Center have 
not been open. In Kathy’s 26 years at the Center, she has never seen it so slow between Christmas and New Year’s. 
Usually people are traveling to and from or in the area looking for things to do while they visit family and friends. This 
year they had 3 cars stop during that entire week.               
 
Pottawattamie- Eddy Hedegaard did not send in a report. 
 
Committee and Project Reports (if not in County Reports) 
 
Reed/Niland Corner: Jan Gammon reported that she had taken on 3 Facebook pages (Colo Motel, Niland Café, and Reed 
Niland Corner) after the Starbuck’s left the café. Jan has added the new manager, Danny Wilson, as administrator to all 
three. When she first contacted Danny, nothing was in operation but apparently now the Motel is. Café is being 
renovated. They might be moving all the historical information to the west side by the entrance door. Not sure on the 
fate of the half-car inside.   
 
Preston’s Station Update- Mary said they have retained Martin Gardner Architects to do a structural report and received 
a National Preservation Trust Fund grant for the report. For the structural report, they will need all the exterior signs 
down and the interiors emptied. The property will be on the National Register of Historic Places as of September 21, 
2020. Preston’s received some emergency funds from the state to help with derecho repairs. They have had few visitors 
and less donations. A guy from Dysart did stop in recently (at night) to see the station as it is listed on the new Travel 
Iowa/Iowa Byways Passport Program.      
 



Herring Hotel- Bob and Joyce Ausberger reported that two parties are interested in the building. One would like to put in 
a brew pub in the basement. The other is a realtor/contractor. One is a Master pipefitter and could help with restoration 
efforts. The committee will meet Sunday via Zoom (later decided to postpone this meeting). On Wednesday, Bob and 
Joyce will meet with the Benton County Historic Preservation Commission to fine tune a plan to present to the City of 
Belle Plaine. The City Council meets January 20th. Bob Ausberger and Lyell Henry each paid half of the $3500 that was 
due yet to the firm who created a Phase 1 report for the Herring Hotel some time ago. They will use this report to create 
their restoration plan.       
 
Tama Lincoln Highway Bridge – Jan Gammon reported the engineer who is working on the Bridge, Chris Criswell, is 
sending paint samples to her. Paula Mohr, who lives in Ames but works for the State Historic Preservation Commission, 
will stop in to review the colors. 
 
Montour Gas Station – No report. Allan Richards says some weeds need to come out of ditch near the cemetery. The 
Byways signs were vandalized some time ago. Jan Gammon said there are 2 signs on same pole that were vandalized- 
Iowa Valley Scenic Byway and Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway. She gave new signs to the County Engineer, but he has 
never changed them out. Jan also said that a low spotlight was installed under the interpretive panel that lights up the 
area and shines upward to the flag pole. Looks very nice at night. 
 
Wapsi Report: None.              
 
Prairie River of Iowa- Corridor Management Plan Update: Jan Gammon reported that she has completed a grant for the 
creation of 2 two-minute videos about breweries, distilleries, and wineries in eastern Iowa. One video included Wide 
River Winery in Clinton and Mississippi River Distilling in LeClaire. The other features Cedar Ridge Winery and Distillery in 
Swisher and Big Grove Brewery in Iowa City. Both videos are uploaded to YouTube and links available on the Byway 
landing page on PRI’s webpage (ww.prrcd.org). Also created was a tri-fold brochure that was to be debuted at the Iowa 
State Fair in 2020, but now will be in 2021. 
 
As that grant wound down, word was received that Iowa Tourism is giving $5,000 towards redesigning the Info Guide. 
Originally 10,000 copies were printed five years ago. Only 25 copies are left. A waiting list has been created for 
attractions/welcome centers requesting more.  
 
The LHHB interpretive program is working on a 10-panel project and received $10,000 from Union Pacific Railroad 
Community Ties Giving Program and $3,000 from Humanities Iowa, and asking local groups to fund $1,000 as a match.  
Panel for Preston’s Station and the M and M Divide have been created and are ready to be installed in the spring.  Panels 
about the Eureka Bridge near Jefferson and the Bowstring Bridge in Yellow Smoke Park near Denison have been 
designed and are awaiting approval by the county engineers/county conservation directors before they will be 
manufactured. Woodbine is working on gathering their information and photos. Just a few days ago, word was received 
from the Marshalltown Chamber of Commerce of an award for $1,000 from their tourism grant. So work will begin soon 
on gathering info and photos on one about the courthouse. The 4 panels in Clinton are awaiting a cash match. The 
Byway has applied for a Daughter of American Revolution (DAR) grant. Panels in Ames and Vail have also been added to 
this project now, making it an overall 12-panel project. DAR is being asked to fund Ames, Vail, and Clinton. Unveiling 
ceremonies will be held as installation happens and COVID allows. 
 
The Byway has not been notified of the National Scenic Byway designation. The list was prepared and given to the 
Secretary of the Administration, then was to go to the Secretary of Transportation. This past week there was some 
problems in DC at the capital and the Secretary of Transportation resigned. They were required by law to announce by 
December 23rd, 2020 so unsure if and when the announcement will be made.  
 
The Byways of Iowa and Travel Iowa have partnered in a passport program. Each Byway was to come up with 10-15 
locations for travelers to visit and “check-in” using an app on their phone. The program can be downloaded from the 
Travel Iowa website at Iowa Scenic Byway Passport (traveliowa.com) Each time a traveler “checks-in” they will be 
entered into that month’s drawing for a grand prize worth $150-250. There are 12 participating byways and 12 months, 
so each byway will be featured in a month. The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway turns 15 years old on March 31, 2021 so 

https://explore.traveliowa.com/checkout/311/travel-iowa/1838/iowa-scenic-byway-passport


will be featured in April 2021. Travelers hopefully will be increasing that month as well with nice weather. Travel Iowa 
will do special promotions for the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway in April. Originally this program was to roll-out in the 
summer of 2020, so more “outdoor” types of locations were chosen. The program will run for 1 year.  We can add more 
(5-6 locations) in February if there is interest to do so.    
 
Our 12 locations are: 
The Sawmill Museum, Clinton * 
Czech and Slovic Museum, Cedar Rapids* 
Murals and Park-  Clarence  
Lincoln Highway Bridge- Tama 
Preston Station- Belle Plaine * 
PRI office- Ames * 
Boone & Scenic Valley RR- Boone 
Lions Club Tree Park- Grand Junction 
Jefferson Gardens, Jefferson 
Eugene Koch Memorial Park- Westside 
Harrison County Hist Village and Welcome Center- Missouri Valley * 
Union Pacific Railroad Museum- Council Bluffs 
 
If there is a * behind the location, they have been given 50 LHHB magnets to hand out to visitors. (Prestons’ Station as 
reported earlier has had one visitor so far – in the first 5 days. Jan knows at least two stopped at the Czech Museum and 
over 600 have signed up for the program.)                             
 
Prairie Rivers of Iowa – Jan Gammon asks that each consul/officer/member review the ILHA website, especially the 
county pages. Let her know if you have edits or want anything else added. Use your imagination of what you’d like to 
see. The Merchant Membership page was taken down and a list of businesses has been developed, but not added to the 
website yet. PRI will be working on that in the coming months. Would like to add links to the businesses and it will take 
some time to get it all done. Keep sending in information for the LHA website, Face Book page, and newsletter.   
 
Other 
 
Mary Preston reported the Lincoln Highway Association has created a marketing committee and Kay Shelton feels they 
have gathered the necessary amount of members. They will begin to meet and develop plans very soon. 
 
Dean Parr said in the teleconference calls, the national group is looking into a “Donate” button to be added to their 
website. Mary will look into PayPal and VenMo for us. 
 
Allan Richards asked if other states are taking on any large (million dollar) projects like the Herring Hotel. Dean only 
knows that a Most Endangered List is created and the LHA looks to see if any properties on the list relates to them. The 
LHA Board was to write a support letter for the Herring, but he hasn’t seen one yet.  
 
Joyce Ausberger thought that the ILHA had another good newsletter with lots of good information. Keep sending articles 
to the Forum to keep Iowa out in front. 
 
President Mary Preston asked for ideas on how the ILHA can be a stronger organization. Do we increase community 
involvement? Look at our website- can it be stronger, have a stronger presence? Do we cut costs? How do we reach 
more people? Does the mission statement still fit? Is there a succession plan? How do we capture the knowledge of 
long-time members?  Allan Richards suggested that we increase the invite list to the quarterly meetings. Can he share 
the meeting link with others? Mary said, “Yes”, but to let her know who you might be expecting on the call. Mary has 
paid for the Zoom subscription and there is no limit on number of people on the paid subscription- or time limit. 
 
Bob Ausberger suggested we go to each of the Board of Supervisors and ask for some funding. Kathy Dirks said her 
Board of Supervisors would want to know that ALL counties were contributing and would want to know what the funds 



were being spent on. Mary Preston suggested that we look at expenses over several years and compile a “plan” for 
asking each county. It might take until September or so to get it developed.         
 
Allan Richards wondered if the ILHA’s 501c3 standing will be used for the Herring Hotel.  Joyce said the two parties 
interested will probably not need to use that, but will discuss with them. Allan would also like to divert truck traffic off 
the Tama Lincoln Highway Bridge. He is looking for contacts within the DOT. Jan suggested contacting Andy Loonan, DOT 
District Planner, and Bob suggested Jacob Woodcock, DOT Location and Environment Bureau. 
      
Adjournment: Garry Hevalow made a motion to adjourn and Joyce Ausberger seconded. Motion carried. Mary Preston 
adjourned the meeting at 11:35 AM. 
 
Next Meetings:   

    April 10, 2021- via ZOOM  



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association Meeting 

April 19, 2021 via ZOOM at 9:30am 

Minutes 

 

Welcome and Introductions: President Mary Helen Preston called the meeting to order at 9:32am and 
welcomed everyone to what she hopes is the last ZOOM meeting. Those in attendance introduced 
themselves.  

President: Mary Preston 
Secretary: Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr  
Linn County Consul: Rex Martin 
Tama County Consul: Allan Richards 
Marshall County: Harlan Quick 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger 
Harrison County Consul: Kathy Dirks 
Others: Penny Brown-Huber, Ty Rosburg, Garry Hevalow, Bob Ausberger, Allison Hicks, Edwon Yedlik, 
Wendi Winkie, Dusti Winkie, and Gene Rabel     
 
Board Reports:  
Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the previous meeting were emailed out with this meeting’s agenda. 
Dean Parr moved and Garry Hevalow seconded to approve the minutes. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported we have $2131.27 in checking and $5757.43 in savings.  
Story County Community Foundation sent $1147.51 as our portion from the Jeff Benson Memorial Fund. 
We also received $180 as our portion of national dues (20 members x $9.)  
 
State Director’s Report: Dean Parr said no national meeting was held. Not much to discuss as the 
conference this year canceled. Main Street Clarence sent a request to Dean asking permission to use the 
LH logo on banners. Dean forwarded to Kay Shelton. Mary Helen Preston is on the national marketing 
committee and she was told Kay is forwarding onto Jim Cassler at the Lincoln Highway Trading Post 
(official merchandiser of LH materials) to facilitate the banners. Dean also reported that the Mount 
Vernon/Lisbon police force will be getting new emblems for their uniforms and it will include the Lincoln 
Highway on it.     
 
Membership Report: Dean Parr said there has been a significant drop in membership. We had 284 and 
he removed those not renewing since 2019, merchant members, and the 2018 national members not 
renewing. We currently stand at 203. 100 National, 64 Iowa, 15 Life, 24 Complementary. Dean had tried 
to get most of them receive electronic newsletters to cut down on cost. He is having trouble getting ISU 
and DOT to renew memberships. Jan will send Dean the contact info for Emily Whaley, the new DOT 
Byway manager. 
 
Allan Richards and Dean Parr both suggested that we add a PayPal link to the website like National has 
done. Allan used it just prior to the meeting and reported the process was fairly easy. Jan Gammon had 



talked to staff at Prairie Rivers to add a PayPal link and that should be included in the website re-
design/edits. Mary Helen Preston said National gives a discount if you pay multiple years.  
 
After a short discussion, Kathy Dirks moved that the Iowa membership be raised from $10 to $15          
 effective January 1, 2022. Rex Martin seconded it and motion carried.  Allan Richards moved that we 
setup a PayPal account and Joyce Ausberger seconded it. Motion carried. We will still accept 
memberships by check and through the mail as some individuals and organizations prefer to pay via that 
method. We could promote the new fee and PayPal options in upcoming newsletters. 
    
Old Business: We have two Consul openings- Clinton and Crawford Counties. Ty Rosburg is attending 
today’s meeting and is offering to be considered for the Crawford County position. He gave a brief 
background on himself. He was contacted by Denison County’s Auditor to see if he would be interested 
in this position. He is part of the Highway 30 Coalition and active in Highway 30 developing 
economically.  His ancestors were homesteaders in Iowa and he grew up along and traveling the Lincoln 
Highway. He has a trucking business and as a trucker, traveled the Lincoln Highway in different parts of 
the nation. Ty is currently a Crawford County Board of Supervisor. Joyce moved to accept Ty as the 
Crawford County Consul and Garry Hevalow seconded. There was no opposition and Ty was accepted by 
acclamation.   
 
Consul Reports: 
Clinton: Van Becker had been in Clinton County and sent info to Dean Parr that the easternmost 
concrete marker that was located at the Clinton County Courthouse is now gone. Not sure what 
happened to it. Van has the GPS coordinates for where it should be located. ILHA should look into this 
missing marker. Jan Gammon read three options the Clinton County Board of Supervisors (BOS) are 
looking into for the 3 Wapsi area bridges. The east and west bridges had been closed. They are now 
considering closing the middle bridge and not allow anyone access to the Lincoln Highway as it had been 
signed when becoming a Byway. The BOS are holding a virtual/in-person work session April 14 at 6PM to 
consider 3 options.  

1. Permanently close the bridge and pay property owners damages 
2. Construct a new access road from US 30 to 325th St. A new culvert to be built and many studies 

conducted. 
3. Rehab/replace one or both existing bridges. Corridor is part of a programmatic agreement with 

the Iowa DOT to maintain the historical quality of the Lincoln Highway in this section.               
Jan will email out the meeting log-in information. 
 
Cedar: Joe Goodlove reported in, he has nothing to report. 
 
Linn: Rex Martin reported the concrete marker installed in Wanatee (Squaw Creek) Park was done so by 
the park ranger. Gene Rabel, on his quest to photograph all the concrete markers, tracked this one 
down and suggested it be put on display. Gene has taken photos of all 70 in Iowa. Rex also said some of 
the interpretive kiosks were damaged in the derecho. They have tracked down the digital files and they 
are being updated to use in replacements. New kiosks will be $5,000-$9,000. The Linn County Historic 
Preservation Commission has funds to do a few now. First one to be replaced is in Thomas Park in 
Marion. The one that was in Haskell Park will be moved east to Cleveland Park, but still on the Lincoln 
Highway.      
 



Benton: Mike Kelly emailed in a report. Youngville had a meeting and Mike was not able to attend but 
does know that the insurance settlement was received and inside work to remove the mold completed. 
Schedule is on hold for now but will re-access in July.   
 
Herring Hotel Update:  Dusti and Wendi Winkie have talked to a group that restored a hotel in 
Keosauqua. They sold $5,000 shares to 80 people to raise funds. The Hotel became an LLC. Their city 
wrote a grant and the LLC applied for historic tax credits. Darren Sellers, the roofer who is interested in 
the Herring, is talking to his lawyer and will meet with the city council. The city council wants to review 
some of the paperwork prior to the next city council meeting. 
 
Preston’s Station update: Mary Helen Preston announced that she will host an unveiling of the 
interpretive panel created by the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway/Prairie Rivers of Iowa on May 1 at 10 
am. It will probably be 20 minutes long but bring your lawn chair. Preston’s will also host a Benton 
County Historic Preservation “1st Annual Yard Sale” on June 12th. Allison Hicks, from BCHPC, said this 
yard sale will include Shellsburg, Youngville, Preston’s, depot in Vinton and other locations. Booth space 
is being sold, then proceeds given to that host entity.  
 
Tama: Allan Richards reported work on the new 4-lane is going well and the cutoff to Chelsea will 
probably be closed very soon. The Lincoln Highway Bridge Park will need cleaned up and flowers 
planted. He is unsure if the LH Bridge Festival will happen this year. Mary Helen Preston said she saw the 
5K run was still a “go.”               
 
We have not heard more from the City of Montour about their purchase of the Montour gas station and 
our help in restoring it.  
 
Marshall: Harlan Quick has talked to Brian’s Collision Center and his concrete marker is going back up. 
He takes it down in the winter to aid in snow removal and not damage the marker. The one by the 
school was removed for repairs. The Central Iowa Fair will be held July 14-17 and will include live 
entertainment, food, kid’s games, rodeo, and more. The 4-H Fair is being planned. Oktoberfest will be 
held Sept 23-26 in Marshalltown. The Marshalltown Raceway is open again. The 63rd Annual Rose 
Festival will be held June 16-20 with the queen pageant, parade, fireworks, craft/vendor show, and 
more. 
 
Story: Jan Gammon reported the Colo Motel is up and running. The café is taking longer and the new 
managers are not very forthcoming with an opening date. Nevada is continuing their infrastructure 
project on main street north of the Lincoln Highway, including the Lincoln         
 
Boone: No report submitted. John Fitzsimmons wants to meet in person.  
 
Greene: Joyce Ausberger reported that Darcy Maulsby is writing a book about food along the Lincoln 
Highway.  There are several sites in Greene County that are in the Travel Iowa/Iowa Byways Passport 
program and the Greene County Engineer placed a brochure holder in the Lions Club Tree Park for 
groups in the county to place visitor information.  
 
Bob Ausberger said they still have the previously homeless person living in the house at the Quirks cabin 
location. Bob will approach the Zoning Department again to see if the Green Gables cabin can stay now 
the Lincoln Highway is a National Scenic Byway. Previously Bob was told it made too many structures on 



the property.  Bob has also been working on installation of a Moss Marker interpretive panel. There is a 
triangular section of land needing fill dirt to fill holes and make for a nice pull-off to read the panel.  
 
Joyce added they have been working on the Grand Junction Garden and things are starting to come up 
and some already blooming. 
 
Carroll: Barbara Hackfort sent in a report. 1. Arcadia is planning to hold their sesquicentennial over 
Labor Day. 2. At a Byway Advisory Board meeting, Barbara told the DOT rep that the road from Vail to 
Denison is quite rough and would like the ILHA to remind him of that. The area is also a good place to 
see eagles and their nests. 3. On March 20th, a family from Manila was heading to St. Anthony Hospital 
to have their second child. They had to stop on the west end of Carroll for a quick delivery of a baby girl. 
Barbara contacted them and has permission to reprint the news article in our next newsletter. Barbara 
will also put together a gift package for them with a membership. 
 
Crawford: Ty is excited to be a part of this group and has been googling things to learn more about us 
and the Lincoln Highway. Denison hosts a BBQ Festival in downtown and in front of the Donna Reed 
theater, on the Lincoln Highway. He wants to encourage tourism to Denison and Crawford County.            
 
Harrison: Kathy Dirks reported Missouri Valley will celebrate 150 years on June 18-20. Info has been 
released about the parade so far. The road from Missouri Valley to Blair is being resurfaced this year. 
The Harrison County Historical Village and Welcome Center has been a site on the Byways Passport 
Program as well and has seen several visitors due to this program.    
 
Pottawattamie:  No report submitted. 
 
Byway and Prairie Rivers of Iowa Update: Jan Gammon said there are 10 interpretive panels in the 
current LHHB project. Woodbine, Yellow Smoke Park, M and M Divide, Eureka Bridge, Marshalltown, 
Preston’s Station, and Clinton are the locations for the panels. We are working on redesigning our 
informational guide and hope to have it out this summer.  
 
Penny Brown-Huber congratulated Jan Gammon on her retirement on April 16th. Prairie Rivers, has in 
the past, offered the Byway coordinator to serve as ILHA secretary. Jan will continue in the position until 
a replacement is hired. Penny is hoping by June 1, but this person might not be comfortable stepping 
into the secretary position right away.  The DOT has hired a new Byway Program Manager, Emily 
Whaley, and Penny has a meeting setup to talk to her about the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway. Kathy 
Dirks asked if a celebration is being planned now the Byway is a National Scenic Byway. Penny and Jan 
have submitted a proposal to the DOT for an event on July 1 and it is going up the chain for approval. 
Mary Preston thanked Jan for her work as the Byway Coordinator over the past 6 years.       
 
Other Business: 
Mary Helen Preston encouraged everyone to sign up for the virtual Iowa Preservation Conference to be 
held June 3-4. Cost is $25 and it will be recorded so attendees can watch any of the sessions they might 
have missed or re-watch any session.  
 
Mary Helen Preston and Kathy Dirks would like more copies of the Map Packs to sell. Joyce will check 
her supply and send out what she can.         
 
New Business 



Future Meeting Focus to Advance the ILHA: Mary Helen Preston met with Penny and Jan at Prairie 
Rivers of Iowa and identified 3 goals for the ILHA to focus on in the next year. The 3 goals are: 

1. Build a strong operational organization.    
2. Create a vibrant Membership Program. 
3. Preserve the historical integrity of the Iowa Lincoln Highway.     

Discussion revolved around these 3 goals. Dean Parr would like to see all of the county brochures or 
marketing materials to be cataloged and available on the website. Mary Helen Preston said this would 
be helpful as we create a “brand” identity for the state association.  
 
Joyce Ausberger would like someone to organize a state auto tour.  It did help bring in new 
memberships. Kathy Dirks said Eddy Hedegaard (Pottawattamie Consul) had interest in doing just that. 
He belongs to several car clubs and brings groups to the Harrison County Welcome Center quite often.  
  
Rex Martin feels membership is a necessity and needs to be discussed. It has taken him about 4 years to 
learn what he needed to know to be an effective consul. We need new people in now to learn and be 
ready for leadership roles in a few years.  He would like all of our information cataloged and available in 
one location. Joyce Ausberger has much information at the LHA Grand Junction Museum, but we need 
people to go there to access it. Rex was given a map pack when he first became a consul and wondered 
if Ty could get a copy as well. It is helpful with its turn-by-turn info. Joyce will get one to Ty using the 
Crawford County Courthouse address.      
 
Garry Hevalow made a motion the three goals outlined be adopted by the ILHA. Harlan seconded. 
Motion passed. 
 
Mary Helen Preston suggested we review the Mission and Bylaws before the July meeting. She will send 
out those documents and rework the July agenda to address Goal 1 and 2. Mary Helen had written up a 
short consul job description a few months ago. She will share that as well. Joyce will look to see if she 
has other information to send out for review as well.  
 
Next Meeting: It was decided by consensus the July meeting should be held in-person. Harlan Quick will 
check to see if the State Center Community Center above City Hall is available July 10th from 9:00 – 4:00. 
We will have a catered meal. Harlan will set it up.             
 
Adjournment: Garry Hevalow moved for adjournment. There were multiple seconds. Meeting adjourned 
at 11:36 am. 
 
Submitted by Jan Gammon, Secretary  



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2021  9:30 AM 
State Center City hall- Community Room 

 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Preston 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Cedar County Consul: Joe Goodlove 
Linn County Consul: Rex Martin 
Benton County Consul: Mike Kelly 
Tama County Consul: Alan Richards 
Marshall County Consul: Harlan Quick 
Boone County Consul: John Fitzsimmons 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger  
 
Others: Bob Ausberger, Lyell Henry, Allison Hicks, Wendi Winkie, Dusti Winkie, Garry Hevalow, Carol 
Shaw, Bob Shaw, Gene Rabel, Kay Rabel, Shellie Orngard, Penny Brown-Huber, and Brad Boustad.  
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were sent out after the last meeting and are included in today’s packet. 
Multiple people motioned to approve the April 2021 minutes and Lyell Henry seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported that there is $3,743.54 in checking and $5,757.63 in 
savings. Gene Rabel has made a sizeable donation for the Herring Hotel and it is included in the checking 
account for now.   
 
Membership Report: Dean Parr reported we are up 3 members from our last report. We send the 
newsletters to 206 members. Joyce reported that none of the newsletters were returned for address 
problems. Dean has extra newsletters with him today for consuls to distribute.    
 

Director’s Report: Dean missed the Nationals April Zoom meeting as Jeannie was in the hospital, but he 
did review those minutes. Nationals would like to send the Forum out as a pdf and save on mailing costs. 
Members were to be surveyed. There is a need to recruit new members. They’d like to ask some of Brian 
Butko’s Face Book page followers to join. Not sure if there are other private pages, but Brian has quite a 
following and many are not LHA members. LHA would also like to put some older Forum copies on 
Brian’s page to show viewers what they are missing. The headquarters at Franklin Grove is still closed as 
there were issues with staffing and hours.  

This week’s National phone call discussed the treasurer’s report. It looks great but need to realize that 
people are given the option to pay dues for more than one year. Report reflects “future” money as well  
as current money. PayPal and website issues have been resolved. There is some confusion about the 
national grant program. Bob Dieterich, who had been the chairman, passed away and not sure who all is 



still on the committee. Bob Ausberger has been, but no one has given him any current information. 
Dean stressed that this grant program is for chapters only and any grant applications should have the 
State Director’s signature.    

Elections of State Directors and National Officers was held. Troy Pittzenberger from California, who is 
helping revamp the website, is the new V.P. That office had been vacant. Some offices were filled 
through write-ins as not all incumbents filled out paperwork, but enough people wrote their names in 
that they were re-relected and all agreed to serve.   

Dean also reported that Russell Rein, LHA Field Secretary, has been in communication with the 
University of Michigan about the LHA archives. Kathleen Dow, who managed the collection, has passed 
away and most of the collection has moved to north campus. Russell is having problems accessing it on-
line. Sue Jacobson has some materials that should be included in the archives and Ron Coulson, from 
Illinois who recently passed, probably has things that should be sent there as well. 

Old Business: Clinton County Consul position is still open. Let Mary Preston know if you have anyone she 
should contact.  

Consul Reports: 

Clinton: The Board of Supervisors (BOS) held a public input meeting several months ago.  Jan Gammon 
attended virtually and Bob and Joyce Ausberger phoned in. The public and the BOS discussed three 
options and all were supportive to restore the middle bridge at the Wapsi Bridge area. Further 
discussions will be about finding funding. 

Cedar: Joe Goodlove reported that that the usual yard sales and farmers markets are happening in 
Cedar County, but nothing really related to the Lincoln Highway. He would like to see the Byway signage 
corrected at the Wapsi Bridge area as it still has traffic turning into the closed area. Penny Brown- 
Huber, Prairie Rivers of Iowa Executive Director, said that the DOT will have all byways take another 
inventory of all signage this fall. Jan Gammon had taken “loop” signs to Todd Kinney, Clinton Co 
Engineer, for him to install prior to the middle bridge closure discussion. 

Linn County: Rex Martin reported that a concrete marker was installed in Wanatee Park (formerly 
Squaw Creek Park) and the bridge railing was painted white. Rex and his wife received permission to 
paint LH logos on the rails. The campground has been added to the interactive map. The kiosk on Mount 
Vernon Road has been painted. As reported before, the kiosk in Thomas Park is being moved slightly for 
better access and the one in Haskell Park is being moved to Campbell Park as Haskell was not handicap 
accessible. The new park is still on the Lincoln Highway. The kiosk in Mount Vernon is also being 
relocated for better access. Lyell Henry asked if the information would be updated on kisoks being 
redone due to derecho damage. Rex will double check on a gas station reference on a Mount Vernon 
Road sign about a station that no longer stands and double check that the maps are all updated. 

Benton: Mike attended a Youngville meeting in May, but since then has been traveling back and forth to 
Virginia to help with ageing parents. Group decided not to open this year. Will open June 2022. The 8-
month-old roof needs replaced due to derecho damage. Having a hard time finding a contractor with 
time to do the work as all are busy.  The garage was destroyed, but Mike and others are interested in 
salvaging lumber and rebuilding it. He will talk to Tom Richards, from Nevada, who did the oil room 
restoration to see if he can help with the project. The kiosk has a panel missing in the storm. Weeds 



need pulled. Next year they hope to be a part of the Benton County Historic Preservation Commission’s 
yard sale.       

Bob Ausberger and Allison Hicks reported on the Herring Hotel project. Preservation and Restoration, 
LLC was created and 5 of the 6 members are Bob and Joyce Ausberger, Allison Hicks, Dusti Winkie, and 
Wendi Winkie. They are collecting signatures for the Belle Plaine City Council and Mayor to show 
support for the project. They city owns the property and applied for a Brownfield Grant to demolish the 
building. It was denied because the property is on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The 
city has voted to seek NRHP de-listing. Yet, the city is willing to turn over ownership to the LLC if they 
can show support and have pledges/monies collected to do the $1.5 million project. They have 60 
signatures so far and would like those in attendance to sign and take forms to collect more signatures. 

Mary Preston said the roofs and chimneys have been repaired at Preston’s Station Historic District and 
they are now ready to remove the signs so the structural report can be done. They have filled a 20-ft. 
storage container and the garage is full of memorabilia as well.    

Tama: Alan Richards says the Chelsea road is now closed and the DOT is creating a new off-ramp. The 
King Tower remaining cabin was moved to a concrete pad in the parking lot and will be restored as an 
information booth/ tourist stop. Dana Davis and her parents have done a great job as usual with the 
plants in the Lincoln Highway Bridge Park. A good number of the trees had to be removed due to 
derecho damage. The City has not started work on the bridge restoration. 

Bob Ausberger also said the new LLC is looking at taking ownership of the gas station in Montour from 
the Kupka family through a Quit Claim Deed. One of the pillars fell and Bob Ausberger has shored it up 
for the time being.   

Gene Rabel says there is a marker in a City of Tama maintenance shed and it should be installed in front 
of the new City Hall. 

Marshall County: Harlan Quick reported the Cruise with the Cops that was scheduled for today has been 
cancelled and there are two other ones scheduled for later this summer- August 14 and September 11. 

Watson’s Grocery Store Museum is open for the summer season from 1-4 on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Harlan has keys to several of the museums and historical sites if anyone is interested in a tour. There is a 
new business in town. The Rose Creamery is a coffee and ice cream shop on the Lincoln Highway. It 
opened over the 4th of July.  

State Center’s Rose Festival was back and held over Father’s Day weekend. It included the usual parade, 
Rose Queen Pageant, a craft show, fireworks, Kansas City BBQ contest, carnival rides, quilt show, ball 
tournaments, and a church service on Sunday. 

Upcoming events will be the Watson’s Fall Festival and the annual Old-Fashioned Christmas on Main, 
and the Mid-Iowa Antique Power show on Aug 6-8 on the grounds of the Marshall County Sheriff’s 
Office. It features antique tractor and equipment displays. 

Marshalltown held a 4th of July event this year at the Marshall County Fairgrounds, along the original 
Lincoln Highway. Marshalltown will hold their annual Oktemberfest on September 23-26. More info 
available at oktemberfest.com. 



The cupola on the Marshall County Courthouse still has scaffolding around it as repairs continue after 
both the 2019 tornado and 2020 derecho.  There is a very ornate historical home for sale that Paul 
Walker and others feel should be restored. 

Story: Jan Gammon reports Niland Café is open again on Friday, Saturday, and Sundays. She has not 
eaten there, but Rex Martin and others have. The food is good and the ½ car removed from the dining 
room and placed in pieces in the gas station. Gave them more room for diners, but it also lost the 
ambiance. The newly formed Colo Historical Society has done some displays in the café and John 
Fitzsimmons says it doesn’t have that Lincoln and Jefferson vibe anymore. Lyell Henry was saddened to 
learn the bench with “EAT” lettered on it that sat next to the front door has been moved to the back 
door where no one will see it. Lyell had paid for it to be created years ago. 

Nevada is continuing their infrastructure project and Lincoln Way from 5th to 7th street is now closed. 
Penny Brown-Huber reported that the bridge near Friley Hall at Iowa State University, near the Lincoln 
Highway, has been restored and it is beautiful. 

Boone: An overpass is going in over the Union Pacific Railroad on Highway 17. John is not sure the 
Historical building in Boone is open. It never appears to be when he goes by. He had heard an art gallery 
was going in the basement. He has not heard anything about Mamie Eisenhower’s birthplace – whether 
it is open or not. 

Ogden held their Fun Days. The Standard station that is being restored has not opened yet as a museum. 
The town of Beaver is falling into further disrepair. 

Greene: The marker that was at Bob Owen’s home is being moved to the other side of town at Nick 
Foster’s hotel or his home that is near the Raccoon River Valley Trailhead. The marker had been on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The Lion’s Club Tree Park interpretive area has had good traffic, in 
part by the Iowa Byway Passport Program through Travel Iowa. There are 3 interpretive panels the 
county engineer needs to install at this park and one Bob Ausberger will get installed near the Moss 
Markers. 

The LH Garden in Grand Junction is looking fabulous. Dean Parr asked if an overhead photo could be 
taken, perhaps by a drone. The ladies don’t play Canasta there anymore, so the open hours at the 
museum are limited to Bob and Joyce going to town to open when someone calls. 

The Green Gables cabin that Bob Owens had was moved to the Quirks Cabin area on the east side of 
Jefferson. The city will not allow it to remain there, so Bob and Joyce are making plans to move it to 
Grand Junction, near the Museum and Garden. Joyce also reported that Bob Owen’s wife, Janet, passed 
away and today is her funeral.        

The Greene County Museum held a program about the 60s,70s, and 80s. Dale Higgins had planned on 
being at this meeting, but his on-line auction business is keeping him busy today.   

Carroll: No report from Barbara Hackfort. Joyce had talked to Barbara some time ago and thought the 
article she had written about the baby being born along the highway would be in the newsletter. Jan 
Gammon will check into that. A Prairie Rivers of Iowa interpretive panel at the M and M Divide, outside 
Arcadia, was unveiled a few weeks ago.   



Crawford: Ty Rosburg sent in a report to Mary Preston. The Market in the Park is going during the 
summer months and offers food and art. Hot Summer Nights as well as the annual Cat and Dog Days is 
held. The Crawford County Fair is coming up. 

Penny Brown- Huber says Denison contacted the Byway about doing a permanent display about the 
Lincoln Highway. 

Harrison: Kathy Dirks emailed in a report. Events are going as planned in her area. Attendance at the 
Welcome Center is up, in fact it is higher this year than the same time in 2019. They are coming from 
across Iowa and from many states. People are out doing the Iowa Byways Passport Program (3 Byways 
intersect at the Welcome Center!)    

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Report: Penny Brown-Huber introduced Shelly Orngard, interim coordinator of 
the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway. Shelly is on the Prairie River board. Both Shelly and Penny are 
working on the Iowa Byways booth for the State Fair. Dates the Lincoln Highway will man the booth are 
August 12,15,17. If anyone is interested to work at the booth any of those dates, let them know. You will 
get an entrance ticket and parking is on our own. 

The Iowa Byways Passport Program is doing well with 5500 travelers enrolled in the program. There is 
also a Byway newsletter that is being sent to those who opt in for more information. The interpretive 
signs for Woodbine and Eureka Bridge will be delivered soon and the Marshalltown one unveiled soon. 
Penny is working with the DOT to do a celebration for the National Byway Designation, which might be 
held next June. 

Penny has been in contact with the engineer, DOT, SHPO, and city of Tama and the bridge will be 
restored very soon.          

New Business: Gene Rabel and his wife, Kay, have traveled the United States looking for the Lincoln 
Highway concrete markers and taken photographs of them. He has quite an extensive list of who to 
thank as he traveled in search of the markers. There are 95 markers in Iowa. Gene had a list of those 
available for the attendees. The marker at 3980 Johnson Ave had been removed and the property for 
sale. A family member has decided to live there and will reinstall the marker. There are 425 markers 
across the nation that he has photographed. One of his related finds is Henry Ostermann’s camera and 
case, retrieved from his fatal accident in Iowa, which reside with Mary Christians in Ames, Iowa. 

Joyce Ausberger also wanted it noted that Carol Ahlgren, long time LHA member, and Esther Queneau, 
widow of Bernie Queneau - the last of the Boy Scouts who traveled on the Safety Tour across the nation, 
have both passed away.  

Adjournment: Lyell Henry moved, Harlan Quick seconded, and Mary Preston adjourned the meeting at 
11:44 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Gammon, ILHA Secretary     



Notes from 3-Year Strategic Planning Meeting 

July 10, 2021 

State Center City Hall- Community Meeting Room 

 

Mary Preston called the meeting to order at 12:35 PM. 

She posed 3 Questions to the group: 

 

1. How did we get here? 
2. What do we do well? 
3. What can we improve? 
4. What would we like to see? 

Answers to Question #1: 

Joyce Ausberger said it all began when the Greene Co Engineers wanted to create a new bridge over the 
Raccoon River, west of Jefferson, and cut a new road through a property. The property owner did not 
want that to happen, so he filed an injunction. As time passed during the legal proceedings, Rebecca 
Conrad, a historian, testified in court that Greene County has several important structures for the 
Lincoln Highway, and they should be on the National Register of Historic Places. As information was 
being gathered for the NRHP listing in 1992, Bob Ausberger and Rebecca Conrad, who then prepared the 
NRHP application, were out measuring things when their tape measure broke. Going into a hardware 
store in Glidden, they said what they were out doing, and the hardware store owner said he knew 
someone who was interest in the Lincoln Highway and wanted to write a book about it. That interested 
person was his brother- Greg Franzwa.   

Bob, Joyce, and others formed the Greene County Lincoln Highway Association in 1991 and a year later 
in 1992, at Franzwa’s suggestion, re-formed the national organization at a meeting at a bank in Ogden, 
Iowa. John Fitzsimmons was among those gathered at that meeting. Franzwa had sent out press 
releases to various newspapers across the nation and several people from other states attended as well. 

The Eureka Bridge was listed on the NRPH and SHPO, BOS, and the engineer decided that half of the 
bridge could be widened and the original arch- look was kept maintaining the bridge’s distinct qualities.           

Answers to Question #2        

We are good at research and finding answers- like where are the markers? 

John F said there was a wide variety of skill sets and interests in the initial group. Everyone was willing to 
dig in and do what they enjoyed and did well. 

We are good at sticking to things and getting things done. 

We have e a good grass-roots effort and have representation in all but one county currently. 

Answers to Question #3: 



We need to figure out how to tell the Lincoln Highway story. The current generations are removed from 
personal contact to the highway. 

Jan suggested an “ambassador” program where we train community members/businesses through a 
series of videos. The ambassadors can help tell the story to visitors and other community members. 

Are there school programs? Bob and Joyce and Mary’s grandfather, George Preston, visited classrooms 
and told the Lincoln highway story. 

John F. would like to see us use TikTok, YouTube, and other social media as young people are not into 
magazines and printed materials. 

Jan G says the National Scenic Byway Foundation (NSBF) is working with Fun Roads Media to assemble 
existing video into half-hour TV shows. Fun Roads would like to do one show just on the Lincoln 
Highway. 

Answers to Question #4: 

National has a new marketing committee, perhaps we can create our own videos and feed them to 
Nationals. 

Gene referred to the Dyersville saying, “Build it and they will come.” 

John would like to see videos done about each county and what there is to see and do. 

Some people who do videos are “Random Land” and Roman Rich. 

Rex Martin said the 2019 celebration of the 1919 Convoy sparked quite a bit of interest. Many of those 
on the trip posted their own YouTube videos and had quite a following. 

John F. has compared the Route 66 magazine “Route” the Forum and had others review it as well. They 
find both are good, but the Forum is boring, and the other magazine is more anecdotal and has a 
personal slant in their stories. 

Jan G says the NSBF has a new sponsor with Toyota, and they will be promoting road trips (and their 
products) this year. Promotion will include the Iowa Lincoln Highway since it is a National Scenic Byway 
now. (As is Nebraska and Illinois.)  

Rex says the Forum has a historical perspective which has its place in preservation of history. 

Harlan said we should create a library of info for all age levels. People do not want to be inundated with 
info but have just enough info that they will have their interest sparked and seek further info on their 
own. 

Mary wondered if we should create a series of FAQs. 

Next time: 

We should review the mission/vison statement. It is quite lengthy. It was suggested that if be a 
statement of purpose and answer the question of Why? Do we want to make Iowa better? Are we 
building history for future generations?  Harlan suggested we tell the story of transportation and how 
the Lincoln Highway changed lives.       



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 
October 9, 2021, 9:30 AM 

Family Table Restaurant- Carroll, Iowa 
 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Preston 
Vice President- Dale Higgins 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Benton County Consul: Mike Kelly 
Marshall County Consul: Harlan Quick 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger, Dale Higgins 
Carroll County Consul: Barbara Hackfort   
 
Others: Bob Ausberger, Garry Hevalow, Shellie Orngard, Jeannie Parr, and Brad Boustad.  
 
Mary Helen Preston welcomed the group, and each introduced themselves. Shellie Orngard was recently 
named the new Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway coordinator, working part-time.  
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were sent out after the last meeting and are included in today’s packet. 
Joyce Ausberger motioned to approve the July 10, 2021, minutes and Jeannie Parr seconded. Motion 
carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joyce Ausberger reported there is $1,833.36 in checking and $5,757.63 in savings. 
Joyce had the 990EZ filed.  
 
Membership Report: Dean Parr reported we are up 1 person and Joyce has another new one that will 
appear on the record next time. Dean was told by post office that he needed another seal on the 
newsletters to make them machinable. He took them to another post office, and they accepted them 
with no problems. Joyce had none returned. Dean will add another seal to the next newsletter. The 
number of newsletters printed was decreased to 300.  
 

Director’s Report: Dean Parr reported Nationals is looking at hiring someone for a media position. A 
book by Amor Towles, The Lincoln Highway: A Novel has been released. Mary Helen Preston received 
her copy the day before and brought it with her to the meeting. Mary Helen said that Jenna Bush Hager, 
co-host of Today with Hoda and Jenna, selected it for her book club. Due to the attention the book may 
receive, Nationals wondered if a LHA media person should be hired to field phone calls and give out LHA 
information. Trey Pitsenberger, LHA Vice President from California, will fill the position temporarily. Brad 
Boustead suggested that when a person calls in, they get contact information from them and then give 
to the appropriate state to follow up for a membership. Mary Helen Preston, on the LHA communication 
committee, and Dean Parr will forward that idea to Nationals. 



Dean Parr also prepared a report for the Forum. He had traveled along the route between Cedar Rapids 
and Jefferson, taking pictures along the way at Youngville, Chelsea, Montour, and Grand Junction. Will 
see how much of his photos and report make it into the magazine.  

Old Business: Clinton County Consul position is still open. Mary Helen Preston, Jan Gammon, and Bob 
Ausberger will talk to some contacts and see if a consul can be named in Clinton County.  

Consul Reports: 

Clinton: Bob Ausberger thinks the Wapsie Bridge area is in the Clinton County Board of Supervisor’s 5-
Year plan. Last ILHA knew, the residents and county officials were interested in repairing the bridge- at 
least for pedestrian traffic. 

Questions were raised about an old hardware store that sat on the corner where LH travelers first came 
into Clinton/Lyons. Some thought the City of Clinton has condemned it, but not for sure on its fate.  

Cedar: Joe Goodlove emailed in a report. It’s an ill wind that has passed through, so he’s unable to make 
it to Carroll. Upcoming community affairs are Trick, or Trunk or Treat. The Clarence Main Street 
organization has been very busy this summer and fall and has more functions planned along the LH.  

Linn County: Rex Martin emailed in a report as he is traveling in Michigan. 1) The installation of the new 
informational panels at Thomas Park in Marion and Cleveland Park in Cedar Rapids occurred on August 
31st. (Rex posted pictures on the Lincoln Highway Facebook Page.) 2)Rex wrote an article for the Lincoln 
Highway Forum in Summer of 2019 "A Patriotic 'Coast to Coast Rock Highway' (Iowa Style) that listed the 
Freedom Rocks along the Iowa Lincoln Highway counties with notation that Clinton and Linn Counties 
were yet to be painted. Clinton County’s was painted last fall and Linn County’s was just completed in 
September. So, it is now possible to visit all the Freedom Rocks along the Iowa Lincoln Highway 
Counties. 
 
Lyell Henry is also unable to attend this meeting as his wife, Gretchen, is on a bike ride in France and 
leaving Lyell to dog-sit. The drive is too far to leave the dog alone at home or to bring the dog with him.  
 
Benton: Mike Kelly reported the roof at Youngville has been repaired rather than replaced after the 
derecho. The area has been cleaned up and much debris burned. A wall of the garage was salvaged with 
the hopes that it will be utilized when the garage is rebuilt, using repurposed dimensional lumber. Mike 
knows of two buildings in the area that could be used in this manner when they are torn down. 
Youngville will need to talk to SHPO as the garage was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
application when it was approved many years ago. The Kiosk is missing one of its sides and other panels 
have outdated information so it may be replaced rather than repaired. Mold in the interior of the café 
has been taken care of and Joyce, the usual pie maker, will supply Youngville in the spring. Mike would 
like an oversized “EAT” bench to be placed outside for photo ops.  
 
Bob and Joyce Ausberger have no further report on the Herring Hotel. They are working on forming an 
LLC and hoping the City of Belle Plaine will transfer the property to them. It is reported the City is 
looking for funds to demolish it instead.  
 
May Helen Preston reported that things are progressing at Preston’s Station Historic District. Signs have 
been removed from the exterior of the station for a structural report and a Master Plan created by the 
end of the year. A 20-ft storage container is chock-full of items from the motel units. Garry and Mary 



Helen placed a poster in the station window explaining what is happening and that the signs were not 
sold, just removed for the time being. Asbestos and lead testing was also completed. Mary Helen made 
her way through the piles in the station’s garage to get to the 6-7 windows that will be 
restored/refurbished. People are still stopping by and taking photos, some on the Iowa Byways Passport 
Program. 
 
Mary Helen also reported the DOT is going fast to create the 4-lane on highway 30 from Belle Plaine exit 
to Youngville. Trees are coming down and dirt being moved at a rapid pace. Not sure on the fate of the 
old Dingle’s gas station.  
 
Tama: Jan Gammon reported that she got an email from the City of Tama that the bridge project made it 
through another DOT hoop and was approved for work. Prior to her retirement in April, she was told 
work would take abut 6 weeks and would be completed yet this year. When Dean Parr drove through 
there last week, no work had been started. Shellie Orngaard said Prairie Rivers of Iowa’s Executive 
Director has been in contact with the city and the engineering firm. It does not look like they have 
enough time to complete the project this year as winter will soon set in. 

King Tower looks like it was painted recently but is all buttoned up. It has not been open for some time. 
Jan Gammon reported that the area from the Lincoln Highway bridge to King Tower and its one 
remaining cabin were placed on the National Register of Historic Places sometime just prior to the café 
closing. The Indian head sign was removed and replaced with a similar sign, but it is not neon- just 
painted. 

The gas station in Montour might be sold to the LLC that Bob and Joyce Ausberger are creating. While 
waiting for the LLC paperwork to be completed, it may be in Bob’s name for a bit then transferred over. 
The Kupka family sounded very hopeful that this could happen shortly.  

Marshall County: Harlan Quick reported that the Watsons’ Grocery Store Museum Fall Festival was held 
September 25th. Watson’s is now closed until spring but can be opened upon request. An Old-Fashioned 
Christmas will take place December 3rd with the usual horse-drawn buggy rides, food, music, and fun. 
The Home Oil Gas Station, now the State Center Police Station, has applied to be listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The station island was restored recently. 

The Marshall County Courthouse is in its final phase of repairs and almost all scaffolding has been 
removed. Marshalltown received two grants- one for $500,000 for facades on Main Street and $550,000 
for upper housing in the Willard’s building downtown. 

State Center has had Main Street and the Lincoln Highway loop on 4th St resurfaced. At the last meeting, 
someone inquired about a very ornate home in Marshalltown that should be restored. Harlan said it is 
east of the Willard Mansion and it is very ornate with gingerbread but screams “money pit.” The 
windows are boarded up with plywood.  

Story: Jan Gammon reported that Nevada has completed the infrastructure enough to open Lincoln 
Highway through town (with work continuing in the block to the north.) However, the City of Ames is 
installing water lines from the Barilla Plant to the Ethanol plant and the road is closed in that area 
between Ames and Nevada. The entire corridor is slated to be “industrial.”      



Reed -Niland was discussed earlier but included here instead. The hours of operation are still Friday, Sat, 
and part of Sunday. The operators had indicated they would increase the hours, but it appears they are 
reducing instead. The wife is a schoolteacher and the husband a farmer who also works for the City of 
Colo. Their kids and their friends work at the café as well.  

The “EAT” bench that Lyell talked about at the last meeting has been moved to the east entrance of the 
café and is more noticeable that where they had moved it. Another bench is by the west entrance door. 
Some ILHA members are wondering about the efficiency of the café remodel as it does not appear to be 
conducive for the wait staff, but the city approved it and it passed inspection.  

Boone: John Fitzsimmons is at a Civil War re-enactment today. He did tell some members that he feels 
Mamie Eisenhower Birthplace is in good hands as is the Museum. The Boone Museum unveiled a 
Fareway exhibit on September 25th. Fareway provided food from its grill truck and admission to the 
museum was free that day.  

Ogden is getting a new Fareway in the downtown in the location where the previous grocery store 
burned down. This is next to an open lot where the footsteps in LH concrete were placed with an 
interpretive panel. The Standard Station across from City Hall in Ogden has gas pumps added as 
restoration continues there. 

The town of Beaver is almost non-existent Buildings are in severe disrepair.  

Greene: Dale Higgins reported the Green Gables Cabin was moved from Jefferson to Grand Junction and 
placed north of the gazebo on the lot with the LH garden. The exterior has been painted. Shirley Herrick 
has volunteered to furbish the interior, starting with paint and some furniture. They are on the hunt for 
“old wood” to be added to winterize it. Future hopes are for an interpretive panel to be placed there. 
Bob Ausberger passed out an article about the Green Gables cabins written some time ago by Lyell 
Henry. The cabins were made off-site, then transported to location in western Iowa. The armory 
building they had hoped to save in Grand Junction was burned to the ground and is now a pile of rubble.  

The interpretive panel created about the Moss Marker was installed by Bob Ausberger and Kirk Sitters 
near the huge utility pole recently installed. It lasted two days before the county engineer removed it. 
Wade, the engineer, has it in safe keeping. Shellie Orngard and Penny Brown-Huber have a meeting this 
coming Thursday with Wade to talk about the 4, now 5 panels, he has not installed. Two of the panels 
are at the Greene County ILHA Museum.  

Joyce Ausberger attended the Greene County Tourism meeting and many visitors to the Mahanay Bell 
Tower mention they are traveling the Lincoln Highway. Since the ladies playing Canasta are no longer 
meeting at the Grand Junction Museum, visitor numbers have dropped off. LH and travel info has been 
placed at the Lion’s Club Tree Park, Cobblestone, Super 8, and Casino        

Carroll: Barbara Hackfort shared an article in the Westside newspaper about the baby that was born 
along the Lincoln Highway on March 20, 2021. Adam and Kendra Brandt of Manilla were on their way to 
the hospital in Carroll at 4:50 AM when they had to pull over and deliver their daughter, Lacey Marie 
Brandt, who weighed 7 lbs. and 12 oz and was 19 inches long. Barbara sent a thank you to the editor for 
publishing this article and Barbara’s thank-you was published.  



Barbara attended Arcadia’s 125th parade on September 4th and attended the unveiling of the 
interpretive panel at the M and M Divide outside Arcadia. Bob and Joyce Ausberger and Jan Gammon 
attended that as well. Carroll County is almost done building a new jail attached to the courthouse. 
According to Barbara, it has improved the looks of the ugly 1965 courthouse.  

Crawford: Ty Rosburg is on the road today and submitted no report. 

Harrison: Kathy Dirks is traveling in Minnesota today but emailed in a report. All events in the county 
have gone as planned for this year and attendance has been high (Missouri Valley 150th, Logan and 
Dunlap 4th of July, Woodbine Applefest, etc.) – even with covid numbers increasing in our area again. 
Our attendance and sales at the Welcome Center have been quite good thankfully, and our visitors have 
been coming from all corners of the U.S. Interest in the Lincoln Highway continues- the Iowa Byways 
Passport Program developed by the Iowa Tourism Office has helped that. Missouri Valley is currently 
redoing sidewalks along Highway 30/Lincoln Highway – it will be wonderful when they are completed. 
Kathy hasn’t driven on it, but she is quite sure the much-needed resurfacing from Missouri Valley to 
Blair was completed this year. 

Pottawattamie: No report.  

Prairie Rivers of Iowa Report: Shellie Orngard said most of what she was gong to share has already been 
discussed. Prairie Rivers of Iowa (PRI) is working on a new activity guide. It is almost ready to go to press. 
She opened it up for questions from the ILHA or anything they wanted to share with her. Asked about 
the state fair, she responded they had good participation from the Iowa Byways in the booth under the 
grandstands. They had good traffic and gave away a lot of information. They played a trivia “wheel 
game” and gave out prizes. Shellie asked if PRI and the byways should work on a brochure about the 
Freedom Rocks. There is a website with a downloadable list for travelers but would be up to PRI and 
others if they’d want such a project.  

New Business: Mary Helen Preston thanked everyone for their input at the strategic meeting held after 
the last meeting. We voted to increase state memberships from $10 to $15 and it will take effect Jan 1, 
2022. Mary Helen will do a full-page announcement in the ILHA newsletter and share on Facebook. 
People can still pay for 3 years at a time, but at $45 instead of $30. Dean usually sends out renewal 
notices in January and it will reflect the new price. Mary Helen will talk with PRI about getting a PayPal 
button added to the website.  

Bob Ausberger suggested that each consul and their communities consider pole painting the LH logo 
again - at least at each end of town. Jan Gammon said Nevada did several poles in town (with both LH 
and Jefferson Highway logos) and bought a stencil from the LH Trading post.  

Adjournment: Garry Hevalow moved, Jan Gammon seconded, and Mar Preston adjourned the meeting 
at 11:44 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Gammon, ILHA Secretary     


