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These last few months for our Association have presented a few 
concerning issues.  

First, the Wapsipinicon Overflow Bridge area and its fate.  A number 
of us along with interested parties have been in conversation with 
the US Army Corps of Engineers regarding the plans for this area.  A 
number of individuals continue to push to save the bridge.  During 
our last meeting it was mentioned, “there’s no way to keep the 
original bridge” and steps will begin to mitigate with reasonable and 
good faith efforts made to save/reuse material from the original 
bridge.  Along with pursuing a National Register nomination for the 
area.  

Then we have the standoff with the Lincoln Highway Bridge in Tama.  
We know the importance of this bridge.  As I write my column, there 
was a Tama City Council meeting on Monday, February 21 to discuss 
actions regarding the Lincoln Highway Bridge, including an option to 
remove.  In an email from Dean, “I'm not sure what is going on with 
the City of Tama concerning the Lincoln Highway Bridge.  The city 
had assured us several years ago that they had no intention of 
moving or replacing the bridge.  The Iowa LHA Chapter and Prairie 
Rivers have worked to help get grants and funding to help with 
needed repairs.  I thought they had enough funds to do that.  But, 
here we are again in a crisis mode.”

These issues are truly concerning with efforts to preserve, educate 
on the history of the Lincoln Highway and its importance to travel.  I 
speak for myself, but I’m certain others will agree, while we strive 
to preserve our history, it is becoming more and more important for 
us to get out in front of our efforts to preserve and protect our rich 
history.

I believe this quote from Cathie Nichols speaks volumes to our what 
we are currently facing, “As more and more of the original Lincoln 
Highway fabric disappears beneath superhighways, our role in 
preserving its legacy becomes urgent. Help us by appreciating its 
history; get off the beaten path, discover small towns, historic 
motels and restaurants, and the beauty of curving, tree-lined roads. 
Experience travel the way it was when getting there was half the 
fun—drive the Lincoln Highway.”

It will take ALL of us to plan, execute and sustain the Lincoln 
Highway Association.  Thank you for your continued commitment to 
the Lincoln Highway – the Past, the Present and the Future.  

New Lincoln Highway 
Heritage Byway - 

A National Scenic Byway 
Activity Guide Available

by Mike Kellner, 
PRI PR & Marketing Coordinator

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway - 
A National Scenic Byway Activity 
Guide has been updated and explores 
the history and attractions, county by 
county, along the Lincoln Highway in 
Iowa including easy-to-use maps.

Printed copies are being distributed 
and are available to travelers at 
official Iowa and other Welcome 
Centers, businesses and attractions 
across Iowa.  

If you are interested in receiving 
copies, please reach out to Shellie 
Orngard at sorngard@prrcd.org. 

Generous funding for the creation of 
the Activity Guide was provided by 
Iowa Tourism and Prairie Rivers of 
Iowa.
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As I sit and gather my thoughts for our summer newsletter, the 
Lincoln Highway Conference is in two weeks in Joliet.  Wow, I can't 
believe I’ll be attending a Lincoln Highway Conference!  It’s been a 
few years since attending a Conference.  The first and last 
Conference I attended was in 1994 in Ames, a year after my 
grandfather, George passed away.  I don't remember much about 
the Conference other than speaking at the banquet about my 
grandfather and his passion for the Lincoln Highway.  At that time, I 
knew very little about the Lincoln Highway or its history nor did I 
have an indication for what was on my horizon.  This will be the 
first Conference attending since my dad, Ronald passed away 11 
years ago.  Dad was also passionate about preserving and sharing 
the history of Lincoln Highway, the community of Belle Plaine, and 
Preston's.  This will be my first Conference attending representing 
my family’s legacy with a bonus of representing Iowa as Iowa’s 
Chapter President.  This apple didn't fall far from the tree as I have 
the passion my grandfather and dad had.  To say the least, I’m 
excited to attend and am prepared for this Conference to be 
emotional and educational.  

In this newsletter, we share a lot of information happening in Iowa 
and along the Lincoln Highway.  I mentioned at our last meeting, it 
is extremely important for ALL of us to share what we know and see 
happening in our counties, Iowa and along the Lincoln Highway.  Our 
newsletter is the perfect vehicle for us to share our past, present 
and future.  I know I said this in our last newsletter but I think it’s 
important to mention again, as we strive to preserve our history, it 
is becoming more and more important for us to get out in front of 
our efforts to preserve and protect our rich history.  If we don’t 
share now, who will share after us?  My plea to you is, please share 
so we can share in our newsletter so we can continue preserving our 
history.

Please keep Cathie Nichols’ quote in mind as we continue our 
journey, “As more and more of the original Lincoln Highway fabric 
disappears beneath superhighways, our role in preserving its legacy 
becomes urgent.  Help us by appreciating its history; get off the 
beaten path, discover small towns, historic motels and restaurants, 
and the beauty of curving, tree-lined roads.  Experience travel the 
way it was when getting there was half the fun—drive the Lincoln 
Highway.”

Thank you for your continued commitment to the Lincoln Highway – 
the Past, the Present and the Future. 

Lincoln Land Grant
From Iowa Valley Scenic Byway 

Facebook Post

Located northwest of Toledo (Tama 
County) you can find the Lincoln Land 
Grant marker. President Abraham 
Lincoln owned two parcels of property 
in Iowa.  He received both for his 
service as an Illinois volunteer in the 
Black Hawk War of 1832.

However, Lincoln never visited either 
tract.  He owned both until his death 
in 1865, when they transferred to his 
eldest son, Robert Todd Lincoln, who 
subsequently sold both.

Janice Gammon adds, the other tract 
of land is northwest of Denison in 
Crawford County.

Credit to: The Digital Research Library of Illinois
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With this edition of the Iowa Lincoln Highway Association newsletter, we celebrate 30 years of the reorganization of 
the Lincoln Highway Association.  The reorganization stems in part from the foresight and dedication of Bob and Joyce 
Ausberger leading the charge.  As you will read in the article included within this newsletter, written by John Jackson 
(LHA Treasurer; republished with his permission from the LHA Winter 2022 Forum), forty-four individuals met in Ogden 
on October 31, 1992 to discuss reforming the Lincoln Highway Association.  Five of the thirteen states linking the 
Lincoln Highway across the country from New York to California were represented.  Of those forty-four attending, 
Iowa was represented with THIRTY-SIX individuals expressing their interest and support with the remaining 5 
representing various other states.  Having 36 individuals attend this meeting speaks volumes for Iowa and our 
dedication in promoting Lincoln Highway.     

With October, being the anniversary month of the reorganization of the Lincoln Highway Association, we 
found it appropriate to go back to where it all began and meet in Ogden.  Additional details for the October 8, 
1992 meeting are on the last page/back cover.  

Thank you Bob and Joyce for attending the symposium in 1991, recruiting members, educating and promoting the 
importance of the Lincoln Highway.  Thank you for your commitment and dedication in keeping the history of the 
Lincoln Highway alive.  Thank you for blazing the trail for all of us.

The Lincoln Highway in Iowa: A History
The Lincoln Highway has been an integral part of Iowa history for more than 100 years. Now it’s the focus of the latest book 
by Darcy Dougherty Maulsby, an author and historian from Lake City, Iowa, known as “Iowa’s Storyteller.” Here’s a 
description of her new book, The Lincoln Highway in Iowa: A History, from The History Press: 

“Nothing says freedom like the great American road trip, especially when you cruise the historic Lincoln Highway in Iowa. A 
forerunner of the interstate system, the Lincoln Highway became America’s first coast-to-coast road in 1913, passing 
through Iowa from Clinton to Council Bluffs.  Long associated with adventure, the rich heritage of the Lincoln Highway 

To those reading this newsletter – It will take ALL of us to plan, execute and sustain the 
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to the Lincoln Highway – the Past, the Present 
and the Future.

endures across Iowa, from the Lighthouse Inn Supper Club (which served 
gangsters like Dillinger and Capone) to the Youngville Café to roadside 
attractions like the monuments near Scranton that honor the highway’s 
namesake. Renew your spirit as you rediscover the past, savor some classic 
Iowa recipes and explore authentic Americana along the timeless Lincoln 
Highway.”

The Lincoln Highway in Iowa: A History contains fascinating history, 
contemporary stories, recipes and 100+ vintage and contemporary photos 
from sites along and near the Lincoln Highway, from Clinton County to 
Pottawattamie County. The book will be released October 10, 2022. Signed 
copies of the book will be available through the online store at Maulsby’s 
website (www.darcymaulsby.com). The book will also be available through 
Amazon.com, The History Press and other booksellers. For more details, 
contact Maulsby at 515-971-4415 or yettergirl@yahoo.com. 
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As I write this President’s Corner, 2022 is drawing to an end with 2023 on 
the horizon.  I continue to be thankful and honored to have the privilege to 
lead the Iowa Lincoln Highway Association and share a passion with each of 
you.  

Without you our rich history would be waning, so thank you for your 
continued commitment to the Lincoln Highway’s past, present and future.  
As I’ve said many times, it will take each and every one of us to educate 
and share the history of the Lincoln Highway.

While we’ve not discussed the challenges we face as an Association in 
sometime.  As a memory jog, below are some of the challenges we’ve 
discussed.  We need to make certain these challenges don’t fall off our 
radar.  We need to continue to have frank discussions as these are 
important as we navigate our future.

• We have decreasing membership and bank account - how do we increase
those?  How do we engage our membership to become involved?

• How do we capture our historians' knowledge?
• How do we build a strong cornerstone for the Association?
• How to we recruit for membership - individuals, businesses?
• How do we get our communities to become active in the Association?

I think we can all agree, we continue to see an increase in travelers.  In late 
November, the Iowa Tourism Office shared their 2021 Economic Impact 
report.  From that report, 2021 tourism generated a total economic impact 
of $9.4 billion in Iowa, with direct visitor spending of $6.1 billion.  This is 
great news.  There is a ton of information in the entire report, so if you are 
interested in reviewing, visit https://t.e2ma.net/click/a9k8qg/2a5u0ih/
a5ds20.  By the time you receive this newsletter, the Tourism Office should 
have available information by county.  Hopefully the trend seen in 2021 
continued through 2022 and will continue in 2023.  

If you haven’t had an opportunity to read Darcy Dougherty Maulsby’s The 
Lincoln Highway in Iowa – A History, please visit her website (https://
www.darcymaulsby.com/product) and order.  I believe Darcy's quote, truly 
embraces what we strive for within the Association, “Along the way, you 
can still find inspiring stories of dynamic entrepreneurs, people who care 
about their community, and rural revitalization, mixed with historic 
preservation, along the Lincoln Highway. This is the ultimate Iowa road 
trip, especially if you want to experience the real America.”  Thank you, 
Darcy.

It will take ALL of us to plan, execute and sustain the Iowa Lincoln Highway 
Association.  

Thank you for your continued commitment to the Lincoln Highway – the 
Past, the Present and the Future.   

Looking forward to 2023.

Larry Adams
Founding Member

school he became deeply interested in Boone 
and Boone County history.  He was widely 
recognized as the unofficial historian of 
Boone County. Larry wrote articles for the 
Boone County Historical Society Publications 
“Trail Tales,” for which he served many 
years as editor.  He was the “go to” person 
for Boone County history form any people.  
He curated the Mamie Doud Eisenhower 
Birthplace Museum for over 25 years, during 
which he met several members of the 
Eisenhower family.  Following his years 
there, he curated the Higgins Museum of 
National Bank Notes in Okoboji.  

Larry was deeply involved in many 
organizations including being the Director of 
Special Projects and Chair of the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau for the Boone Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Boone County 
Representative of the Central Iowa Tourism 
Council, a member of the American 
Association of Museums, The Society of 
American Archivists, the American 
Association for State and Local History, a 
Past President of the Society of Paper Money 
Collectors, a member of the International 
Bank Note Society, the American Numismatic 
Association, the Iowa Library Association, 
the Iowa Genealogical Society and was 
President of the Boone County Genealogical 
Society. He served on the Board of Directors 
of the Boone County Historical Society and 
wrote articles for “Coin World”, “Paper 
Money”, “Bank Note Reporter” and 
“Collectors News”.  

In late October, John 
Fitzsimmons let the 
Association know one of 
the Founding Members, 
Larry Adams, was 
tragically killed in early 
October.

Larry graduated from 
Boone High School in 
1965, while in high
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Mission Statement

The Lincoln Highway Association shall identify, preserve, interpret and improve access to the Lincoln Highway and its associated sites, 
pursue the appropriate measures to prevent further deterioration, destruction or alteration of the remaining sections, publicize and 
seek public awareness of its goals and activities for preserving and developing the LH, facilitate research about the LH, and publish a 
magazine for articles and news of activity relevant to the LH, work with local communities and businesses to promote the LH as a tourism 
destination, and be exclusively charitable and educational within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code.

COUNTY CONSULCOUNTY CONSUL

(563) 941-7572

(319) 472-5183

(641) 484-4000

(641) 483-2440

Clinton 
Open Postion 
Cedar  
Joe Goodlove 
Linn
Rex Martin 
Benton
Mike Kelly 
Tama
Allan Richards 
Marshall
Harlan Quick 
Story 
Henry Corbin 
Boone
John Fitzsimmons 
Greene
Joyce Ausberger 
Dale Higgins 
Carroll
Barbara Hackfort 
Crawford
Ty Rosburg 
Harrison
Kathy Dirks 
Pottawattamie 
Eddy Hedegaard 

(515) 432-3697

(515) 386-4521
(515) 370-0637

(712) 792-1512

(712) 642-2114

joeiowaLH30@fbcom.net 

rex221b@gmail.com 

videoportraitsofiowa@gmail.com 

allanmaxrichards@aol.com 

hmquick@partnercom.net 

henrycorbin3@gmail.com 

seanfitz50@gmail.com 

bobjoyce@netins.net 

higginsd@iowatelecom.net 

bjhackfort@westianet.net 

trosburg@crawfordcounty.iowa.gov 

kdirks@harrisoncountyparks.org 

ejskj@msn.com

OFFICERS OFFICERS 

    mary@prestonsstation.com 

higginsd@iowatelecom.net 

  jan.gammon@nsbfoundation.com 

PRESIDENT
Mary Helen Preston     (816) 868-3336 
VICE PRESIDENT
Dale Higgins              (515) 370-0637 
SECRETARY
Jan Gammon    (515) 232-0048      
TREASURER
Joyce Ausberger (515) 386-4521 
STATE DIRECTOR
Dean Parr   (319) 366-0552

 366-0552

 432-3697

232-0048

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 
Dean Parr    (319) 
NOBLE SOJOURNER
Lyell Henry 
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
John Fitzsimmons      (515) 
WEB DEVELOPER 
Mike Kellner              (515) 
DIRECTOR EMERITUS
Bob Ausberger    (515) 386-4521

bobjoyce@netins.net 

drparr51@gmail.com 

drparr51@gmail.com 

disorg@mchsi.com 

seanfitz50@gmail.co 

mkellner@prrcd.org 

bobjoyce@netins.net

LINCOLN HIGHWAY HERITAGE BYWAY CORDINATOR
Jonathan Sherwood    (515) 232-0048 jsherwood@prrcd.org 

ILHA Officers, Board of Directors, County Consuls,& Staff

Stay in the Know!
Visit our website to read the minutes from our last meeting. 
www.iowalincolnhighway.com/latest-news

@IowaLincolnHighwayAssociation
@LincolnHighwayHeritageByway

Top - October 31, 1992
         Founding Meeting
Bottom - 15 years

October 2007*
Bottom Right - 30 years

October 8, 2022*
*Photos by Mike Kelly
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NRHP Survey
Prairie Rivers of Iowa

Uncoverning Reel Treasuers
Mike Kelly, Benton County Consul

The Center for Home Movies stated mission includes the 
means to discover, celebrate, and preserve home movies as 
elements of our cultural heritage. After 30 years of 
watching Iowa home movies from my own family and others 
as part of my transfer business, I see familiar themes. Two 
themes, in particular, are pertinent to the Lincoln 
Highway's historic documentation: Downtown parades and 
the 'big' trip to California. These themes are constant 
throughout the Home Movie Era which began in 1923 with 
the introduction of 16mm film and greatly expanded around 
90 years ago when the more portable and affordable 8mm 
format became available.  The era ended coincidentally in 
the late 1980s at the time when Drake Hokanson's book The 
Lincoln Highway: Main Street Across America was reigniting 
interest in the historic route. The theme of Drake's book 
shows that the Lincoln, and actually all of the named 
highways were a web that connected America's Main 
Streets.

As the highways and associated services developed, a vast 
army of amateur filmmakers documented their travels and 
the celebrations along the original historic routes. I am 
guessing that many of these films are in closets, attics, or 
local library or museum shelves waiting to be rediscovered.

Let the search begin! I 
would suggest that in 
conversations with family, 
friends or other community 
historians, you make a few 
inquiries as to whether such 
gems are available.

Please reach out to Mike at 
videoportraitsofiowa@gmail
.com with any questions or 
to make arrangements to 
provide him with your Reel 
Treasures.

The Iowa Department of 
Cultural Affairs awarded 
Prairie Rivers of Iowa a 
Historic Resources 
Development Project 
(HRDP) grant to assess 
the condition of the 
approximately 319 
properties listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places along the Lincoln 
Highway Heritage Byway (LHHB) in Iowa.

Many historic properties have been lost over the years, 
and this survey is a critical first step in preserving 
them. Historic properties can be especially at risk 
because awareness of their value and knowledge of 
appropriate upkeep methods is often lost over time. 

In 2021, it was nationally recognized by the National 
Scenic Byway Foundation as a National Heritage Byway 
for its contribution to transportation history. 

Like the wagon train trails and railways before it, the 
Lincoln Highway opened cities and rural communities 
alike to vital population and commercial growth more 
than 100 years ago and brings heritage tourism and 
pride of place today. One-third of Iowans still live 
along the Lincoln Highway corridor and recognition of 
the Lincoln Highway connection is evident in festivals 
such as Nevada’s Lincoln Highway Days celebrated 
every August, and parks, like the Lincoln Highway 
Lion’s Club Tree Park in Grand Junction.

Michael Belding is assisting Prairie Rivers of Iowan with 
this project. He is the oral history program manager 
for the Iowa State University Special Collections and 
University Archives. He previously worked as an 
architectural historian for the City of Mobile, 
Alabama’s Historic Development Commission. 
Currently, Michael is a Ph.D. candidate in Rural, 
Agricultural, Technological, and Environmental History.

If you own or have knowledge of a NRHP property along 
the Lincoln Highway, contact Shellie Orngard, Project 
Manager, sorngard@prrcd.org.
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Update on Improvements at the M&M Divide
Barbara Hackfort, Carroll County Consul

The efforts to refurnish an historic roadside park at the M&M Divide, located 
on the Lincoln Highway east of Arcadia, will be accomplished soon. The 
project began with the installation of an interpretive panel from the Lincoln 
Highway Heritage Byway recounting the history of the site. That event 
inspired the City of Arcadia, the ILHA, and the Carroll County Historical 
Society to donate a handicapped-accessible cement picnic table for the park. 
It was only after the table was in place it became apparent something was 
missing: a trash receptacle! Inquiries were then made to the Carroll County 
Conservation Foundation about arranging for a cement trash can for the site. 
The County Conservation Foundation maintains the park, and had already 
contributed the cement pad for the table; they will now provide the trash 
can to go along with the table, installing it this winter as time and weather 
permit.

Refurbishing this park hopes to underscore the historic significance of the site. Not only did the divide separate the 
waters flowing towards the Mississippi or Missouri Rivers, it also provided a designated natural line to create a neutral 
path to separate the Lakota from the Ioway, Pottawattomy, and other less warlike tribes living in Iowa during the first 
half of the 19th century. As the Lincoln Highway was established, and the numbers of motorists rapidly increased 
during the first half of the 20th century, the City of Carroll Parks Commission and the State Highway Commission 
agreed in 1940 to set up the original roadside park to accommodate the rising tide of travelers. The Parks Commission 
would provide an historic marker, a “substantial” table, and other “facilities to accommodate picnic parties and the 
public generally.” For its part, the Highway Commission would grade the area for parking and construct driveways 
leading to the park.

Today, the site continues to serve travelers who can view the original historic marker, catch a break from driving, and 
learn a bit of the history and geography of the area.

Top Right Photo: Bob Welsh, left, and Gene Welsh, right, talk 
over the old days at the Reed Station with Fred Cerka. The 
Welsh brothers worked at the station, starting as teenagers 
until it closed in 1967. They remembered the station being 
open 24/7, the amount of activity at the station, and the 
Jefferson bus line, going north and south, and the Greyhound 
bus line, going east and west, stopping to pick up passengers.

Bottom Right Photo: Dorothy Cerka, foreground, discussing a 
display with a visitor. 

Above and Middle Photo:
Station Lobby waiting for visitors and 
visitors looking over displays.

The Colo Historical Association held an open house in the Reed Station on Saturday, November 26; Sunday,       
November 27; Saturday, December 3; and Sunday, December 4. Janice Gammon attended on December 3 and spoke 
with Dorothy and Fred Cerka, the hosts for the day. Many of the displays were about Colo, the Reed-Niland families, 
the station, along with presenting some information about the Lincoln Highway. They also have a display in the Colo 
Community Center.  Much more information is stored and the Association hopes to share it in the future.

Colo Historical Association Open House
Janice Gammon, Secretary / Story County
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The Green Gable Cabin that the late Bob Owens moved to his back yard some 20 years ago was 
recently moved by Bob Ausberger, Dale Higgins, and Wayne and Jim Taylor to the Quirks Cabins Court 
on the east side of Jefferson on the Lincoln Highwa .  At the Quirks Cabin location, there remains the 
original shower house, a 30’s gas station and a café, with an add-on for living space. All the previous 
cabins had been moved. This also happened to the Greene Gable Cabins that were located in 
Jefferson.

The Green Gable Cabins were the beginning of a type of cabins along the highways for roadside ac-
commodations for travelers looking for one step above camping with tents. Perhaps one step below, 
staying in the towns with hotels. Onawa, Iowa was the site for the first cabins being built, following a
specific plan. They were a prefab cabin and shipped to many locations; many going out of state.    
Lincoln Highway Association founding member, Lyell Henry, has written about the Green Gable Cabins 
and other manufactured cabins for the Society for Commercial Archeology (SCA) magazine.

As you travel along the Lincoln Highway be sure to 
stop in Grand Junction to visit the Museum, Lincoln 
Highway Garden and the Green Cable Cabin.

201 East Main Street
Grand Junction, IA  

(515)386-4521

I am involved with three projects which should enhance the historical appreciation of the Lincoln Highway and 
help define its status as a National Heritage Byway in Iowa. I along with four other individuals formed the 
Heritage Preservation & Restoration Partners, LLC which is focused on acquiring and preserving projects along 
the Iowa Lincoln Highway.

Last summer, we acquired the station in Montour from the Kupka brothers. Their father purchased it and upon 
his passing left it to his three sons. It is a small 15 by 15 foot building with approximately a similar size canopy. 
The station needs roof, siding and interior repairs. The basement and foundation are in good condition.  On 
November 8, community club members along with myself conducted a clean up day.  We also cleaned up the 
1970 addition which was connected the station to enclose the grease bay, which is in relatively good shape. We 
were able to save a small amount of lumber, tire repair equipment, maps and other paper products. The 
planning for repairs and rehabilitation and future plans for use are in process.   

The second project is in Greene County involving the abandoned McGregor Motel at the top of Danger Hill. This 8 
unit motel will become a focal point for the larger Danger Hill Historic Area west of Jefferson. Approximately 20 
sites have been identified as places where a visitor might enjoy as part of their travels along the Lincoln 
Highway in the county.  Larry Jackson, Brian Helmus and I have cleaned out the motel. Plans are being discussed 
on using the concrete block structure as an interpretive site for lodging history and directions to the other sites.  

The third project is in Grand Junction. Ralph Miller’s Mobile station is undergoing canopy repair. Ralph Miller, 
Dale Higgins and I have been removing the rotten framework and replacing it with new lumber. It is 90 percent 
complete. Future plans include minor roof repairs, wall repairs and showcasing Ralph’s many gas station relics. 
Grand Junction now has 4 historic gas stations that do not sell gas and Casey's that does.

Preparing to Showcase Iowa's National Historic Lincoln Highway
Bob Ausberger, Director Emeritus / Green County

YOUR AD HERE
Business Card Size Ad

Single Ad placed on an inside page of the newsletter in black 
and white. The card or ad should be in standard digital 
format (.jpg) or scanner ready.

 An advertisement form can be found on our website or you 

 can contact Joyce for information: bobjoyce@netins.net

1 Issue: $10; 2 Issues: $20; 3 Issues: $30 
Buy 3 Get the 4th Free

Left Photo: Ralph Miller standing 
in front of his Mobil Station as 
clean up work begins.

Right Photo: Dale Higgins working 
on removing some of the "add ons" 
on the canopy.
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Over time the signs need to be maintained. The condition of the signs has 
ranged from excellent to vandalized, bent, and faded from the sun. Some 
signs are missing from their original location. The signs are always located at 
any turn with directional arrows. They are also located after any turn in the 
route where another sign confirms to the traveler they are on the right path.

Byway Sign Inventory
Jonathan Sherwood, Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Coordinator

Byway Coordinator, Jonathan Sherwood has undertaken a project crossing all 
thirteen counties and 43 municipalities of the Lincoln Highway National 
Heritage Byway to inventory and assess the condition of the Byway’s signage. 
These signs are a critical part of the Byway's infrastructure and have 
historical significance as an evolution of what came before.  So on a recent 
beautiful crisp fall morning, Prairie Rivers of Iowa staff and a volunteer set 
out to travel the Byway through urban streets and gravel roads in Story and 
Boone counties. 

From the beginning of the Lincoln Highway, tools were needed to assist the 
traveler including guidebooks and signs along the route. In the early era of 
the established transcontinental route, signs were painted on telephone 
poles ad hoc by local councils and volunteers.

Today travelers along the historic route in Iowa rely on guidebooks, maps, 
and signage. These aids are thanks to the efforts of many individuals, 
organizations such as Prairie Rivers, and government agencies like the Iowa 
Department of Transportation (IDOT).

statewide basis, provide a tool for the decision maker to do signage related scenario 
planning.

The Iowa DOT has developed a geospatial program to maintain and update data on 
locations and conditions of signs statewide. Prairie Rivers’ staff are using iPads with 
ESRI’s ArcGIS Field Maps app loaded with IDOT data to complete the survey. 
Previously condition reports were recorded based on individual needs, at specific 
times, in different districts or regions.

The inventory aims to improve the quality of the 
signage on the roadway network, improve the 
life cycle of each sign from ordering, fabricating, 
installing, maintaining, and removing, improve 
the ability to budget for these key assets on a 

According to PRI staff, “This is a great way to see the byway while traveling down 
gravel roads at 25 mph, much like the original traveler in their Ford Model T.”

The project is expected to run 
through the fall and wrap up 
before road conditions 
deteriorate.



7

From The Lincoln Highway Association's "Object Lesson": 
The Seedling Mile in Linn County 

Boy Scouts with marker from Lincoln Highway

Annual Dues 
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association dues are $15.00 
annually. You may pay up to three years. Make 
checks payable to Iowa Lincoln Highway 
Association.  Please send membership info and 
payment to:

ILHA
P.O. Box 224

Grand Junction, IA 50107

If you have any questions, please write to the above 
address or contact:

Membership Coordinator - Dean Parr
(319)366-0552 or drparr51@gmail.com

THE HAPPY VALLEY GAS STATION

The Happy Valley gas station was situated on the south side of the road at the east end of the Seedling Mile. It was 
built in 1928 by Harry Stoneking, whose family had lived along this roadway long before it became part of the 
Lincoln Highway. Typical of early gas stations along the Lincoln Highway, this canopied building was across the road 
from Harry Stoneking’s bungalow house, which had been built c.1913.83

Willis Bachman of Cedar Rapids recalled his boyhood days living in the Happy Valley gas station in the years 1938 to 
1942. His family rented the station from Harry Stoneking and they managed the business, which sold Skelly gasoline 
and oil.

There were two hand-operated gas pumps and eventually one electric pump. The electric pump was used 
intermittently as the electric power was not very reliable.  The family also operated a lunch counter inside the 
station. A row of booths, a counter serving only cold meat sandwiches and pop. No beer. There were two pool tables

Happy Valley Gas Station in the 1930s. 
Photo Courtesy: Willis Bachman and 
Van & Bev Becker, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

in a back room (how was it possible to play pool without beer?), a small kitchen 
that served the entire family, one bedroom barely large enough for two double 
beds, and an indoor bathroom about the size of a small closet containing only a 
stool. In the winter the station was heated only by locally cut wood.

On Sunday mornings, the neighbors would come to the station to pick up their 
newspapers. By afternoon there were baseball games (home plate was down by 
the creek; right field up by the highway) and the lunch counter menu expanded 
to include the only hot food item - hot dogs. by evening, there were midget 
races. Yes, automobile races! A close neighbor brought a scraper and shaved 
about 3 inches of sod to form an oval track west of the baseball diamond. The 
track was flat with no banking or pit area. The cars were what we refer to 

today as midget racers. The name of local star/owner/driver Dick Hobel was mentioned as a prominent organizer 
and racer.84

While the gas station itself was never robbed, there was a close brush with John Dillinger’s gang in the late 1930s. 
One morning the Bachmans awoke to find the highway strewn with newspapers. “It seems that one of the Chicago 
gangsters (John Dillinger) had a run-in with the local law and was leading a hot pursuit back toward Chicago.”85 The 
gangsters threw out newspapers from their car to plaster the windshields of their pursuers, an attempt that was less 
than successful and primarily resulted in a mess on the highway. The gangsters managed to escape anyway.

The gas station ceased operations in the 1940s, with the building subsequently converted completely into a 
residence.86 More recently it had stood vacant until it was partially demolished a few years ago. The ruin of the gas 
station today stands sentinel near the east end of the Seedling Mile.

To read the entire The Lincoln Highway Association's "Object 
Lesson": The Seedling Mile in Linn County go to 
https://publications.iowa.gov/4135/1/TheSeedlingMile.pdf 
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FIRST CLASS
Upcoming Iowa LHA Meeting

April 8, 2023
Location: TBD

The next ILHA meeting will be via ZOOM

January 14, 2023 beginning at 9:30 am
President Mary Helen Preston will set up a conference line through ZOOM for this 
meeting and email a link to the consuls and officers.  If you are not a consul or 
officer and wish to join, please notify Mary Helen and she will provide you the link.  
If you are unable to join through your computer, you can join by phone.  You will 
need the dial-in number and code.  Reminder, this is not a free call, so it may 
count against your minutes or act as a long-distance call.
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State Chapter of the Year
At this year's Lincoln Highway Association Conference 
in Joliet; Iowa was named State Chapter of the Year 
for efforts to preserve the historic Lincoln Highway 
Bridge in Tama and being designated as a National 
Scenic Byway.

Thank you everyone for your dedication and efforts to 
preserve our rich history and keeping the Lincoln 
Highway alive.

Iowa is the best!

Mission Statement

The Lincoln Highway Association shall identify, preserve, interpret and improve access to the Lincoln Highway and its associated sites, 
pursue the appropriate measures to prevent further deterioration, destruction or alteration of the remaining sections, publicize and 
seek public awareness of its goals and activities for preserving and developing the LH, facilitate research about the LH, and publish a 
magazine for articles and news of activity relevant to the LH, work with local communities and businesses to promote the LH as a tourism 
destination, and be exclusively charitable and educational within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code.
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ILHA Officers, Board of Directors, County Consuls,& Staff

Stay in the Know!
Visit our website to read the minutes from our last meeting. 
www.iowalincolnhighway.com/latest-news

@IowaLincolnHighwayAssociation
@LincolnHighwayHeritageByway

Pictured l-r: Garry Hevalow, Megan Ganier, Mary Helen 
Preston, Charlotte Brookshire and Joyce Ausberger 
(holding the award), Jennifer Morrison, Joe Goodlove, Fred 
Clark, Bob Ausberger, Jeannie Parr and Dean Parr



LHA Celebrates Its 30th Year
The story about how it came back into existence

By John W. Jackson

LHA Forum Winter 20223

The Lincoln Highway Association, as 
we presently know it, is in its 30th year of 
operation. 

Nearly 65 years intervened between 
the dissolution of the original Lincoln 
Highway Association in 1927 and its 
reactivation in 1992. That’s not to 
imply that the saga of the nation’s first 
transcontinental highway ever quite went 
away in the interim.

There are many people whose memory of the Lincoln 
Highway is vivid throughout their lifetime. The name 
was firmly attached as an alternative identifier no matter 
what federal highway number was assigned to it or street 
names imposed by local jurisdictions.

For me, growing up outside of 
Philadelphia, it was entirely optional 
whether we referred to it as Lancaster 
Pike, Route 30 or the Lincoln 
Highway. Any of these terms had 
equal recognition and everyone knew 
what you were referring to no matter 
which label you used. In talking 
with association members across the 
country it is evident that much the 
same was true in their home areas. It 
could be called Lincolnway in LaPorte, 
Indiana or Route 50 in Zephyr Cove, 
Nevada, and the locals understood 
it because between 1927 and 1992 
it also continued to be known as the 
Lincoln Highway. It was the consistent 
nomenclature that their parents and neighbors used 
that filtered down through the generations.

This wasn’t true for that segment of the national 
population who didn’t live along the old road. For 
most of them, then and now, the Lincoln Highway is 
somewhat of a mystery. But not enough of a mystery that 

a best-selling author wouldn’t use it for 
the title of his just-published novel entitled 
“The Lincoln Highway”.

The name never really went away 
because it picked up a colloquial 
meaning that kept it alive until it could 
be “rediscovered”. In the process it 
survived two major onslaughts: first, the 
federal government assigned numbers 
to all major highways in 1926 which 

were meant to displace the use of proper nouns by 
which all roads were previously known; second, the 
Interstate Highway Act of 1956 promulgated an initial 
network of 41,000 miles of continuous, multi-lane, 
no stop light highway travel across the length and 

breadth of the country. Construction 
of this interstate system was largely 
completed by 1980 thus detaching 
the serious motorist from the need to 
slog through the old two-lane routes 
traversing interminable small towns 
and businesses vying for attention.

One of the original reasons for the 
“good roads” movement in the first 
half of the 20th century was to direct 
people to those towns and businesses. 
Municipalities fought hard to get on 
those routes and either benefitted 
accordingly if chosen or suffered 
a slowly consuming torpor if not 
selected. Now the interstate system 
often detoured around these city and 

town centers or benefitted mostly those commercial 
enterprises clustered around spaced-out interchanges.

Nostalgia wasn’t something that mid-century civil 
engineers were paying much attention to nor did they 
pay more than lip service to historic preservation. 
Those were considerations that the locals were free to 

L

Signpost in Malvern, PA. Photo: John Jackson
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work out on their own while the nation went ahead 
with property condemnations to build high-speed 
expressways, cloverleafs, multi-lane bridges and the 
accouterments necessary to get from here to there in 
the shortest possible time.

The nation’s traveling public f locked to these 
new travel innovations. The next decades saw 
families whizzing back and forth with the kids in 
tow experiencing as much of America as they could 
cram into their vacation allowances. Commercial 
transportation responded with larger and faster trucks 
employing strategically spaced mega warehouses 
to further concentrate 
business in the hands 
of those cities fortunate 
enough to be located 
near an interstate. All the 
while, life still percolated 
in the hinterlands albeit at 
a diminished pace.

When the families 
ran through their travel 
years and the kids left the 
house the parents looked 
for something to do with 
their time. For many, part 
of the consideration was to 
re-experience some of the 
aspects of their youth or 
to visit places that characterize a kinder, gentler time. 
Media had an influence on their choices: movies, TV, 
travel books portrayed things they had not yet seen or 
may have forgotten about; things that kids wouldn’t 
have been interested in. This kind of purposeful 
exploration was termed by many as heritage travel.

Stirrings for promoting such attractions occurred 
throughout the country and certainly was true along 
the Lincoln Highway during the early 1980s. As 
with most new concepts these promotions surfaced 
as one-off local events without any wider connection. 
The Lincoln Highway lent itself to developments such 
as these because it was still there, had an interesting 
history and had people who cared enough to organize 
a connection to their little piece of it.

This was happening in localities all along the 
thirteen-state route of the highway. It wasn’t 
exclusive to any one place but more of it seemed to 
be happening in Iowa. A prime example of this was 
the launching of “Lincoln Highway Days” in Nevada, 
Iowa in 1983. In the same time frame University of 

Iowa professor Drake Hokanson was doing research 
for his eventual landmark book finding little in 
the way of signs or markings but a rich trove of 
photographs and Lincoln Highway lore. His book 
entitled The Lincoln Highway: Main Street Across 
America was published in 1988 by the University of 
Iowa Press. It helped to demystify the old road and 
had a profound effect towards energizing interest in 
the highway’s history. It remains a primary reference 
source today.

Hokanson’s book was part of the motivation for 
Bob and Joyce Ausberger of Jefferson, Iowa to get 

more involved in their 
own Lincoln Highway 
activities. Preservation 
and conservation were 
high on their list of 
objectives as evidenced by 
their implementation of 
no-till farming in the late 
1980s and Bob’s role on 
the Board of Supervisors 
for Greene County. From 
his vantage point on 
the county board Bob 
fought for land and water 
conservation and historic 
preservation. When the 
politicians didn’t act on 

these goals decisively enough, he resigned to join with 
his wife in initiating their own solutions. One of their 
prime pursuits was saving the Eureka Bridge on the 
Lincoln Highway from demolition and placing it and 
other landmarks on the Historic Preservation List. In 
the process they formed the Greene County Lincoln 
Highway Association in 1990.

Less than three years after Hokanson’s book was 
published enough interest had been generated in the 
Lincoln Highway that the Society for Commercial 
Archeology (SCA), a national group dedicated to 
roadside culture and history, scheduled a symposium 
on the subject of the Lincoln Highway to be held 
in March, 1991 at Iowa State University in Ames, 
Iowa. This would turn out to be a real convergence 
point along the path to the formation of the national 
Lincoln Highway Association, unbeknownst to 
anyone in attendance.

Drake Hokanson was a lead presenter. Bob and 
Joyce Ausberger were in the room. Brian Butko had 
traveled from Pennsylvania in his capacity as an SCA 

Joyce and Bob Ausberger at the Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Museum in Grand Junction, Iowa. Photo courtesy of The Jefferson Herald.
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Director. Lyell Henry, another professor at University 
of Iowa with a strong interest in the LH was also 
there. Only Hokanson and Henry knew each other but 
a tornado warning was going to change that. When 
the siren sounded everyone repaired to the tornado 
shelter. In those close quarters the aforementioned 
people got together, discovered their mutual interest in 
the Lincoln Highway, and expanded on Brian Butko’s 
remark during his presentation at the symposium 
that there should be a national Lincoln Highway 
Association. The spark was lit.

Everyone went back home with the feeling that 
maybe something would come of all this but without a 
plan. The Ausbergers resumed their local preservation 
work, which included legal proceedings, and partnered 
with Dr. Rebecca Conard towards placements on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

The three of them went out in the early summer 
of 1992 to take field measurements for a bridge 
preservation application. In the process the tape 
measure broke before the measurements were 
completed. To purchase a replacement in that part of 
Greene County, it was closer to travel to the hardware 
store in Glidden rather than going back to Jefferson, 
so they headed just over the line into Carroll County.

The owner of the hardware store was Sterling 
“Rusty” Franzwa. A typical rural 
hardware store conversation 
ensued with Rusty asking them 
the nature of their project. When 
he discovered that the group was 
taking measurements to help 
protect a historic bridge on the 
Lincoln Highway, he exclaimed 
that his brother, Gregory, would 
be extremely interested in talking 
with them about the Lincoln 
Highway. The spark lit in the 
Ames, Iowa tornado shelter was 
soon to be a raging fire.

Iowa native, Gregory Franzwa, then living in 
Tucson, Arizona, quickly came back to his home state 
to visit with the Ausbergers and he brought a lot 
with him. Greg had immense experience in creating 
and operating a large membership group; he was 
also an author, a publisher, a promoter and a keen 
administrator. In 1982 he had founded the Oregon-
California Trails Association (OCTA) of which he was 
still President with a membership roster of over 2,100 

people. In addition, he wanted to write a series of 
books with each book dedicated to one state’s Lincoln 
Highway experiences. He came away from this 
meeting in Iowa with the determination to bring all 
of this into being and immediately set out to achieve it 
along with the Ausbergers.

Over the next several months in 1992, Bob and 
Joyce traveled to many states on the Lincoln Highway 
to promote the cause and recruit members. Bob often 
attached LH markers to utility poles while Joyce 
visited with the local newspaper staff. They would 
seek out prospective members whom they knew about 
or had turned up through other kinds of contacts. In 
this way they met future LHA stalwarts like Esther 
Oyster in Ohio, Randy Wagner in Wyoming and 
Jesse Petersen in Utah and many more of these types 
of people received their personal attention. They 
continued this campaign for many years entirely at 
their own expense.

Meanwhile, Greg Franzwa was applying his 
own brand of promotional effort through press 
releases, phone calls, emails, mailing lists and other 
ways to spread the message. He also created the 
organizational structure so necessary to manage an 
association. OCTA provided a ready model for this 
exercise since it had been operating so effectively for 

ten years under his tutelage.
He recruited a friend who 

would lend significant leadership 
to the cause. Jim Powell was 
a Certified Public Accountant 
in St. Louis and the President 
of the Route 66 Association 
of Missouri. His experience 
in running this other similar 
organization complemented 
the management objectives that 
the nascent Lincoln Highway 
Association needed to establish. 

He would eventually be instrumental in providing the 
LHA with its Bylaws, Mission Statement and financial 
management structure.

With these four people acting as the core 
development team it began to appear that there were 
enough prospective members around the country 
who were interested in joining a national Lincoln 
Highway organization. This potential was put to the 
test by sending out the call for a meeting to form the 
association.

Gregory Franzwa
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On October 31, 1992, forty-four people gathered 
in Ogden, Iowa for the meeting to form the new 
Lincoln Highway Association. Many others from 
across the nation had expressed their support but 
were unable to attend. Surveying the actual attendees 
there were eight people from five states other than 
Iowa while the other thirty-six were residents of 
Iowa. On the surface it didn’t appear to constitute 
a national mandate. None of the persons who had 
congregated at the March 1991 SCA symposium 
were present, except for the Ausbergers. But the 
organizers carefully weighed all of this and decided 
to proceed.

Gregory Franzwa was named President of the new 
Lincoln Highway Association. He cited himself as 
the founder of the group in later writings and, in 
some respects, he deserves consideration for that. 
Regardless of the credit, he was part of the core 
group who saw the potential, toiled to bring it about 

and stayed with it during the tentative early stages 
that confront every new enterprise.

Some have considered Gregory as somewhat 
audacious, another trait which comes in handy for the 
leader of a new start-up. He was so convinced at the 
prospects for success that he prevailed upon Brian Butko 
to put together the initial Lincoln Highway Association 
Annual Conference to be held less than eight months 
later. That might conjure up something comparable to 
the saying associated with another famous event held in 
Iowa – “Build it and they will come”.

These Lincoln Highway Association pioneers 
proved to be right. The conference started on June 
9, 1993 in Bedford, Pennsylvania attracting a good 
turnout of attendees. At the Board meeting held that 
week it was reported that the association now had 
15 directors, 244 members and seven state chapters 
would be in place before the end of the year. 

The rest is our history.

Interview contributors:
Bob Ausberger 
Joyce Ausberger 

Brian Butko 
Lyell D. Henry, Jr.

Drake Hokanson
Jesse Petersen

James R. Powell, CPA
Russell S. Rein

Founding members of the Lincoln Highway Association. Front row (kneeling) from left to right: Greg Franzwa, Joyce Ausberger, Earl Givens, 
Bob Tellsen, Keith Cooper, Ken Huffaker and Harry Gardner. Back row from left to right: Carrie Clough Petersen, Bill McGregor, Harry Monier, 

Joan Lingren, Doris McGregor, Unidentified, Helen Ausberger, Carl Telleen, Opal Telleen, Helen Smith, Lucille Adwers, John Fitzsimmons, 
Brandi Conklin, Bob Adwers, Clare Frantz, Ty Casotti, Ruth Frantz, Margaret Elberts, Andy Bock, Carol Ahlgren, May Ann Beecher, Lyle 

Conklin, Jax Kuster, Larry Adams, Jim Powell, Tony Hempten, Bob Owens, Bob Ausberger

Due to space constraints, references and resources used for this article, Editor's Note and Active Charter Members are not included.  To 
learn about those, please refer to The Forum's Winter 2022 edition.  Dean Parr, and Bob and Joyce Ausberger were able to identify 3  
individuals not identified in the picture above.  The woman in front of Bob Owens is Mary Gift, others include Marj Robson and Jeff 
Benson's wife, Margaret Elbert.



7

Annual Dues 
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association dues are $15.00 
annually. You may pay up to three years. Make 
checks payable to Iowa Lincoln Highway 
Association.  Please send membership info and 
payment to:

ILHA
P.O. Box 224

Grand Junction, IA 50107

If you have any questions, please write to the above 
address or contact:

Membership Coordinator - Dean Parr
(319)366-0552 or drparr51@gmail.com

As you travel along the Lincoln Highway be sure to 
stop in Grand Junction to visit the Museum, Lincoln 
Highway Garden and the Green Cable Cabin.

201 East Main Street
Grand Junction, IA  

(515)386-4521

YOUR AD HERE
Business Card Size Ad

Single Ad placed on an inside page of the newsletter in black 
and white. The card or ad should be in standard digital 
format (.jpg) or scanner ready.

 An advertisement form can be found on our website or you 

 can contact Joyce for information: bobjoyce@netins.net

1 Issue: $10; 2 Issues: $20; 3 Issues: $30 
Buy 3 Get the 4th Free

The Facts About That!
Fun & interesting facts about this great state.

Iowa is the largest corn producing state in the country.  
With the extremely rich, fertile topsoil, Iowa produces 
more corn than any other state in the country.  In 2015, 
Iowa produced 2.5 million bushels of the total 13.6 million 
bushels harvested in the United States.  Much of this corn 
is not grown for direct human consumption (i.e. sweet 
corn), but instead is harvested mainly to be used as 
animal feed or in the production of ethanol. https://bestthingsia.com/fun-facts/
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FIRST CLASS
Upcoming Iowa LHA Meeting

January 14, 2023
Location: ZOOM

The next ILHA meeting is October 8, 2022
at Ogden Community Center in Ogden 

Meeting begins at 9:30am

Bob and Joyce Ausberger will be hosting our October meeting at the 
Ogden Community Center located at 114 SW 8th Street.  Enter through the 
lower level on the west side.  Please let Joyce and Mary Helen know if 
you'll be attending so we can make appropriate arrangements.  Lunch is 
being planned at the Lucky Pig immediately following.
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The Facts About That!
Fun & interesting facts about this great state! 

Le Mars, Iowa has a rich history of civility and culture.  It was 
noted in the 19th century, Le Mars was one of the most well-
known cities in the United States and today it claims rank as the 
"Ice Cream Capital of the World."  This accolade is thanks to Wells 
Enterprise Inc., which creates the most ice cream novelties in the 
world and operates the Blue Bunny Ice Cream Parlor in Le Mars.

https://bestthingsia.com/fun-facts/

Mission Statement

The Lincoln Highway Association shall identify, preserve, interpret and improve access to the Lincoln Highway and its associated sites, 
pursue the appropriate measures to prevent further deterioration, destruction or alteration of the remaining sections, publicize and 
seek public awareness of its goals and activities for preserving and developing the LH, facilitate research about the LH, and publish a 
magazine for articles and news of activity relevant to the LH, work with local communities and businesses to promote the LH as a tourism 
destination, and be exclusively charitable and educational within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code.
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Stay in the Know!
Visit our website to read the minutes from our last meeting. 
www.iowalincolnhighway.com/latest-news

@IowaLincolnHighwayAssociation
@LincolnHighwayHeritageByway
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IOWA RISES ABOVE SEA OF SAMENESS AS A MIDWEST FLYOVER STATE, 
BARES ITS “SOUL” IN NEW CAMPAIGN

From Iowa Economic Development Authority / Iowa Tourism Office

In April, the Iowa Economic Development Authority/Iowa Tourism Office initiated a new campaign for Iowa - Soul 
of Iowa.  It's important we as an Association are in-step with the Iowa Tourism Office as we market to draw 
travelers across Iowa's Lincoln Highway.  Following is the April 20, 2022 press release along with additional 
information to assist in our marketing efforts for Soul of Iowa.

Iowa is repositioning itself on the proverbial map today, changing from 
“flyover” to “flythrough” state. The team behind several viral drone 
videos, Rally Studios, makes Iowa the backdrop for its latest hit 
production, touted as the biggest flythrough the world has ever seen. 
The state quickly becomes the main character in Soul of Iowa, a digital 
content series that showcases amazing new views and compelling 
storylines.

A production crew of renowned drone pilots and creators came from 
out of state for the project with the Iowa Tourism Office, bringing with 
them preconceived notions about what Iowa would offer – farming, 
fields and corn.

“We set out to capture the state in a whole new way and ended up 
discovering its heart and soul,” said Anthony Jaska, director and co-
founder at Rally. “Some people think Iowa is just a flyover state, but 
experiencing it from the ground and just above, you connect on a 
different level.”

This new perspective, uniquely seen through the lens of a drone camera, makes Iowa the star of the show. 
Offering never-before-seen footage, including flythroughs of a skate park, hot air balloon festival, amusement 
park and more, the four episodes of Soul of Iowa as well as other visually stunning content from across the state 
can be found at http://www.traveliowa.com/soul.

“We’re continuing to let people in on our secrets, and it’s working,” said Amy Zeigler, state tourism manager 
with the Iowa Tourism Office. “Soul of Iowa launches us into the spring and summer travel season in a very 
special way. We’re excited to put Iowa’s hidden gems and unexpected surprises not only from the featured 
destinations, but around the state, in the spotlight as people plan their next adventure.”

A recent study from Longwoods International showed 90% of American travelers plan to travel in the next six 
months. Data shows road trips are up in Iowa nearly 15% in 2022 compared to 2019. In fact, between January 19 
and February 16, Iowa had the second-highest road trip recovery rate in the country, at a time when the market 
for travelers’ attention and spending is as competitive as ever.

“Soul of Iowa is a unique opportunity to see Iowa like never before,” said Zeigler. “Our culture, adventure, 
connection – things people can’t experience when they just fly over – are on full display, helping consumers 
realize they can enjoy Iowa for a few days or settle down for a lifetime.” 

Below are samples for captions on your Soul of Iowa posts. When adding hashtags to the posts, please use 
#SoulOfIowa.  When linking to the site, please use https://www.soulofiowa.com. 

- You’re about to see Iowa like never before.
- Dive into the unexpected and discover the heart, history, adventure and beauty you’ll find in Iowa.
- Hidden gems are scattered across the state.  Whatever adventure you choose, it will be unforgettable.
- Leave your assumptions at home, pack your curiosity and let Iowa surprise you!

Partner toolkit can be found at https://industrypartners.traveliowa.com/soul-of-iowa/
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The Green Gable Cabin that the late Bob Owens moved to his back yard some 20 years ago was 
recently moved by Bob Ausberger, Dale Higgins, and Wayne and Jim Taylor to the Quirks Cabins Court 
on the east side of Jefferson on the Lincoln Highwa .  At the Quirks Cabin location, there remains the 
original shower house, a 30’s gas station and a café, with an add-on for living space. All the previous 
cabins had been moved. This also happened to the Greene Gable Cabins that were located in 
Jefferson.

The Green Gable Cabins were the beginning of a type of cabins along the highways for roadside ac-
commodations for travelers looking for one step above camping with tents. Perhaps one step below, 
staying in the towns with hotels. Onawa, Iowa was the site for the first cabins being built, following a
specific plan. They were a prefab cabin and shipped to many locations; many going out of state.    
Lincoln Highway Association founding member, Lyell Henry, has written about the Green Gable Cabins 
and other manufactured cabins for the Society for Commercial Archeology (SCA) magazine.

Annual Dues 
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association dues are $15.00 
annually. You may pay up to three years. Make 
checks payable to Iowa Lincoln Highway 
Association.  Please send membership info and 
payment to:

ILHA
P.O. Box 224

Grand Junction, IA 50107

If you have any questions, please write to the above 
address or contact:

Membership Coordinator - Dean Parr
(319)366-0552 or drparr51@gmail.com

Beware of Scams
by Mary Helen Preston

As you travel along the Lincoln Highway be sure to 
stop in Grand Junction to visit the Museum, Lincoln 
Highway Garden and the Green Cable Cabin.

201 East Main Street
Grand Junction, IA  

(515)386-4521

In October, the Lincoln Highway Association will 
celebrate 30 years.  Iowa played an integral part 
in what happened in 1992 and why we are where 
we are today.

Thank you Bob and Joyce Ausberger for being the 
driving catalyst in the reformation of the Lincoln 
Highway Association and having the foresight to 
preserve the Lincoln Highway and educate 
individuals on its importance.

We will share the behind the scenes story of the 
reformation of the Lincoln Highway Association 
in our October newsletter.

Just a quick heads-up 
recently a number of 
members may have 
received emails or 
texts from Fake Mary 
Helen, Joyce and Dale 
requesting assistance.  
I recently received one 
from Dale asking if I 

was free that he needed me to do something for him.  
When I noticed the phone number was from area 
code (209) I knew instantly is wasn’t Dale.  

Please take a moment to read all emails or look at a 
phone number should you receive an email or text 
that your gut is telling you it’s not right.  In these 
cases, your gut is usually right and these are not 
legitimate.

No one from the Association will ever email or text 
you for help with a top-secret project only you can 
handle.  DON’T REPLY to the email or text.  Reach 
out separately to the individual and question.  

Be really careful with everything you receive. 

From Iowa Lincoln Highway Association Group 
Facebook Page

The first president of the Lincoln Highway 
Association Henry B. Joy and A. F. Bement walk next 
to men dragging the road near Marshalltown in 1915. 

Photo courtesy of the Michigan Transportation Archive



Marsh Rainbow Arch Bridges 
by Joyce Ausberger

Paul Gilger & Jim Cassler, Lincoln 
Highway Tours
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During our April meeting while discussing the bridge in Tama, we had a conversation about James Marsh 
and his Rainbow Arch Bridge designs along the Lincoln Highway. So I reached out to our resident experts, 
Bob and Joyce Ausberger for a history lesson on these bridges and their significance to the Lincoln Highway.

The Marsh Rainbow Arch Bridge (known as  
Beaver Creek Bridge) is located on the 
Lincoln Highway on the border of Greene 
and Boone County in Ogden at 210th Street 
and was built in 1919.  This bridge was 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1998.

Patent Photo credit: wikipedia.org
Photo credit (left): bubbasgarage.com
Photo credit (below): Garry Gardner/wikipedia.org

James Marsh was the builder and promoter of several Rainbow 
Arch Bridges.  He graduated from Iowa State University with a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering.  His company was N.E. 
Marsh & Son Construction Company in Des Moines.  The bridge 
designs were formed by the conjunction of a new technology, 
reinforced concrete. The previous stone bridges were more 
expensive and more labor intensive.

By 1893 Marsh had constructed numerous bridges in Iowa - a 
three mile elevated railroad structure in Sioux City and three 
bridges in Des Moines.  Similar bridges were built in Montana, 
South Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado and five other western 
states.

Marsh also built the five arch Eureka Mill Bridge located on the 
Raccoon River in Greene County just west of Jefferson.  The 
Eureka Mill Bridge was important as it linked Scranton to 
western Greene County.  Construction of the Eureka Mill 
Bridge predated the Lincoln Highway but undoubtedly figured 
in the highway's routing through Greene County.

Photo credit (below): Iowa DOT

Numerous single-span concrete arches can be found in rural Iowa, but multiple-span examples are rare.  
Moreover, among those concrete arches remaining in the state, the Eureka Mill Bridge is one of the earliest 
such arch structures designed by the state highway commission.

We are fortunate to have these existing samples of these two types of bridges still remaining
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Boy Scouts with marker from Lincoln Highway
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From Lincoln Highway Bridge Park Org Facebook Page - Tama County

Thank you to the Lincoln Highway Bridge Park Org and volunteers who came out on 
April 21 to help get the park ready for spring. Thanks go out to Sharon Crawford, 
Gary and Jeannie Sieck for donating flags for the flag poles; Charlie Betz who has 
been working on improving the watering system.  Thanks Colleen Davis, Dawn Davis 
Van Hamme, Bob Van Hamme, and Dana Davis-Hanson for getting the benches 
ready, mulching, weeding and mowing. A big shout out to those responsible for 
getting a garbage can.

It looks great and was completed in time for the Lincoln Highway Bridge Festival 
on May 19-21. 

From Lincoln Highway Facebook Group 
Posted by Anne Long - Boone County

Road marker on the Lincoln Highway just outside the 
city of Boone; it's located on the east side of town, at 
the corner of Mamie Eisenhower and Sneddon Drive, 
east side of Sneddon. It's a bit overgrown and easy to 
miss. I don't know anything about it.

Again we turned to our Association experts, Bob and 
Joyce Ausberger for information on this marker.  Joyce 
comments, " The marker says, Lincoln Highway County 
Road and was placed there around the tree in the early 
1900's."

All photos on this page 
are from respective 
Facebook posts.

From Clarence Main Street Facebook Group - Cedar County

Clarence is one of the two towns along the Lincoln Highway Heritage 
Byway in Iowa where Highway 30 still follows the Lincoln Highway 
through the downtown. On May 27, Clarence Main Street Design 
Committee and volunteers painted the four Lincoln Highway logoed 
crosswalks!  We are fortunate to have a dedicated volunteer group in our 
community.

This project was made possible through a grant received from Paint Iowa 
Beautiful, Keep Iowa Beautiful and Diamond Vogel. Clarence Main Street 
was awarded 3 gallons of Diamond Vogel paint to complete our design 
project. The remaining paint was purchased by Clarence Main Street.
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More News from Around Iowa
and the Lincoln Highway

From Lincoln Highway Facebook Group
Posted by Paul Gilger - California Chapter

I’m sorry to announce our dear friend and Lincoln Highway associate, Robert C. Lichty 
passed away this morning (Tuesday, May 31) at his home from a heart attack. His wife 
Rosemary Rubin just called me. Bob was a founding member of the revitalized 1992 
Lincoln Highway Association, and served as the LHA National President from 2005 to 
2007. He and Rosemary originated the Lincoln Highway tours. Their first tour was in 
2003, from New York to San Francisco, their second tour was the 2013 Lincoln Highway 
Centennial Tour, and their third tour was the 2015 Henry B. Joy Tour from Detroit to 
San Francisco. Our 2022 tour will be having breakfast on June 18 at Bob’s MotorCar 
Portfolio in Canton, in his honor. He was a dear friend to all, and a great guy. He will 
be missed.

Niland Café in Colo Reopens
by Jan Gammon, ILHA member

By the time you receive this newsletter, Niland Café will be reopen.  This is what we 
were able to learn from Kelsey Reed (Lust), new operator’s Facebook posts.  The 
Café is scheduled to open June 15. 

“I had an opportunity I couldn't pass up….  Kelsey's Kitchen will be taking over 
Niland Café along with the motel,” commented Kelsey.

The menu will include some of the items currently served at her Kelsey's Kitchen 
location in Baxter along with many others.  She’s hoping to offer a full bar, an 
assortment of ice cream flavors, steak available every day, and much more as 
Niland's kitchen is double the size as Baxter's.

Kelsey remarked, “I am so excited.  Nervous.  Terrified.  Overwhelmed.  Blessed.  
Anxious.  Grateful.  Hopeful.  And super PUMPED to have this opportunity to run 
Niland’s and the motel.  I cannot wait to start the adventure with you all and I look 
forward to meeting you all and gaining your business. Thanks for having me.” 

Kelsey shared a quote from Thomas Edison she believes sums up this opportunity,     
"Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like 
work."

Wishing great success to Kelsey! 

Stay connected with Niland Café by following their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/nilandscafe 

All photos on this page are from respective Facebook posts.

Kelsey and her son, Jaxon
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FIRST CLASS
Upcoming Iowa LHA Meeting 

October 8, 2022
Location: TBD

The next ILHA meeting is July 9, 2022

at Youngville Cafe in Benton County
Meeting begins at 9:30am

Mike Kelly and Youngville Highway History Association will be hosting our 
July meeting at the Youngville Cafe.  The Cafe is located at the Junction 
of Highways 30 and 218 North (Exit 231).  Please let Mike and Mary 
Helen know if you'll be attending so we can make appropriate 
arrangements.  
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The Facts About That!
Fun & interesting facts about this great state! 

It’s hard to believe that as a landlocked state, Iowa has any Island 
towns, but stuck on a sandbar in the middle of the Mississippi is 
Sabula, Iowa’s only island town. 

This unique town in Iowa is only a step away from Illinois, and with 
every property in Sabula being close to the river, the activities 
most common in this small town include fishing, boating and riding 
bikes along the paved trails that travel the shore. 

https://bestthingsia.com/fun-facts/

Mission Statement

The Lincoln Highway Association shall identify, preserve, interpret and improve access to the Lincoln Highway and its associated sites, 
pursue the appropriate measures to prevent further deterioration, destruction or alteration of the remaining sections, publicize and 
seek public awareness of its goals and activities for preserving and developing the LH, facilitate research about the LH, and publish a 
magazine for articles and news of activity relevant to the LH, work with local communities and businesses to promote the LH as a tourism 
destination, and be exclusively charitable and educational within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code.

COUNTY CONSULCOUNTY CONSUL

(563) 941-7572

(319) 472-5183

(641) 484-4000

(641) 483-2440

Clinton 
Open Postion  
Cedar  
Joe Goodlove  
Linn
Rex Martin 
Benton
Mike Kelly  
Tama
Allan Richards 
Marshall
Harlan Quick 
Story 
Carroll Stokesbary 
Boone
John Fitzsimmons 
Greene
Joyce Ausberger 
Dale Higgins 
Carroll
Barbara Hackfort 
Crawford
Ty Rosburg 
Harrison
Kathy Dirks 
Pottawattamie 
Eddy Hedegaard 

(515) 432-3697

(515) 386-4521
(515) 370-0637

(712) 792-1512

(712) 642-2114

joeiowaLH30@fbcom.net 

rex221b@gmail.com 

videoportraitsofiowa@gmail.com 

allanmaxrichards@aol.com 

hmquick@partnercom.net 

carrbary@netins.net 

seanfitz50@gmail.com 

bobjoyce@netins.net 

higginsd@iowatelecom.net 

bjhackfort@westianet.net 

trosburg@crawfordcounty.iowa.gov 

kdirks@harrisoncountyparks.org 

ejskj@msn.com

OFFICERS OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT
Mary Helen Preston	(816) 868-3336 mary@prestonsstation.com	
VICE PRESIDENT
Dale Higgins            (515) 370-0637 higginsd@iowatelecom.net 
SECRETARY
Jan Gammon	 (515) 232-0048        jan.gammon@nsbfoundation.com 
TREASURER
Joyce Ausberger (515) 386-4521
STATE DIRECTOR
Dean Parr (319 366-0552 
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR
Dean Parr (319 366-0552 
NOBLE SOJOURNER
Lyell Henry 
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
John Fitzsimmons   (515 432-3697 
WEB DEVELOPER 
Mike Kellner          (515) 232-0048
DIRECTOR EMERITUS
Bob Ausberger (515 386-4521

bobjoyce@netins.net 

drparr51@gmail.com 

drparr51@gmail.com 

disorg@mchsi.com 

seanfitz50@gmail.co 

mkellner@prrcd.org 

bobjoyce@netins.net

LINCOLN HIGHWAY HERITAGE BYWAY CORDINATOR
Shellie Orngard       (515 232-0048 sorngard@prrcd.org 

ILHA Officers, Board of Directors, County Consuls,& Staff

Stay in the Know!
Visit our website to read the minutes from our last meeting. 
www.iowalincolnhighway.com/latest-news

@IowaLincolnHighwayAssociation
@LincolnHighwayHeritageByway
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Social Media and The Lincoln Highway
by Trey Pitsenberger, VP of Lincoln Highway Association

What follows is information shared by Trey with the LHA Marketing Committee. I believe this information 
speaks volumes as we continue to discuss our strategic efforts to move forward.  Keep in mind this 
information relates to National's social media efforts over the last quarter.

As we discuss ways to increase our visibility and membership, our social media efforts are critical. We are 
moving in the right direction! Much of these increases are due to using our social media platforms. We 
really hadn’t done anything with them over the years. In the past the states took the lead in social media 
efforts. 

This last graph shows just how much National's 
Facebook and Twitter profiles are growing.

With National taking steps to increase their social 
media presence to gain more members and support 
our efforts, we too need to make certain we stay on 
top of our social media efforts for the same reasons.  

As I've said before, synergy will be our spoke as we 
continue moving forward.  Over the next year, we 
will be evaluating how we can enhance our website 
to assist with our efforts.

This first graph shows a BIG increase is visitors, 
almost double!

The second graph shows a significant increase is 
visitors, almost double!

Please feel free to share any ideas you may have to increase our social media efforts.
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Prairie Rivers of Iowa 
Creates Traveling Exhibit

The Green Gable Cabin that the late Bob Owens moved to his back yard some 20 years ago was 
recently moved by Bob Ausberger, Dale Higgins, and Wayne and Jim Taylor to the Quirks Cabins Court 
on the east side of Jefferson on the Lincoln Highwa .  At the Quirks Cabin location, there remains the 
original shower house, a 30’s gas station and a café, with an add-on for living space. All the previous 
cabins had been moved. This also happened to the Greene Gable Cabins that were located in 
Jefferson.

The Green Gable Cabins were the beginning of a type of cabins along the highways for roadside ac-
commodations for travelers looking for one step above camping with tents. Perhaps one step below, 
staying in the towns with hotels. Onawa, Iowa was the site for the first cabins being built, following a
specific plan. They were a prefab cabin and shipped to many locations; many going out of state.    
Lincoln Highway Association founding member, Lyell Henry, has written about the Green Gable Cabins 
and other manufactured cabins for the Society for Commercial Archeology (SCA) magazine.

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway program was 
recently awarded an Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs 
Humanities grant to help create a traveling exhibit 
entitled Promise Road: How the Lincoln Highway 
Changed America.  

The exhibit will introduce residents and visitors to the 
early years of the Lincoln Highway, the first 
transcontinental improved road, which spans Iowa from 
the Mississippi to the Missouri rivers. 

Plans for the exhibit are to hit the road this summer in 
several locations. Stay tuned for more details.

Annual Dues Update
Effective January 1, 2022, Iowa Lincoln 
Highway Association dues increased to $15.00. 
You may pay up to three years. Make checks 
payable to Iowa Lincoln Highway Association.

Please send membership info and payment to:
ILHA

P.O. Box 224
Grand Junction, IA 50107

If you have any questions, please write to the 
above address or contact 

Membership Coordinator - Dean Parr 
(319 366-0552 or drparr51@gmail.com

I have learned the concrete Lincoln Highway 
marker formerly in a front yard along Johnson 
Avenue NW in Cedar Rapids has been donated to 
The History Center in Cedar Rapids. 

This was very near the Log Cabin/Twin Towers 
one-stop along the original LH route and while I 
don't know if that was its original site it well 
could have been. The History Center is on 2nd 
Avenue SE at 8th Street, also the original Lincoln 
Highway route and part of Cedar Rapids "Auto 
Row Historic District" commemorating the many 
car dealerships and service facilities in the area 
along the highway. 

There's a kiosk of Lincoln Highway history just 
across 8th Street behind Cedar Rapids' Central 
Fire Station.

I'm told by the curator at The History Center the 
marker is cracked right between the "head" and 
the shaft and might be subject to freeze-and-
thaw damage outdoors, plus the danger of 
vandalism. Therefore it will probably be 
displayed indoors.  My main objection would be 
that if you're not a History Center member you'd 
probably have to pay admission to see it.

Thank you Rex Martin for your efforts in locating.

Missing Marker Located
by Rick Sampson (Facebook Post)

As you travel along the Lincoln Highway be sure to 
stop in Grand Junction to visit the Museum, Lincoln 
Highway Garden and the Green Cable Cabin.

201 East Main Street
Grand Junction, IA  

(515)386-4521
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From Mike Kelly, Benton County

Youngville Cafe's tentative plans are to reopen in June for lunch 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Cafe will continue to feature 
highway history and our famous homemade pie.

Most of the storm damage repairs to the Cafe are completed, 
but the gas pumps, kiosk and garage are still in need of major 
rehabilitation. The board is planning a "Call for Action" meeting 
in April to include volunteer recruitment and brainstorming 
ideas. 

For April meeting information and other updates, follow us on 
Facebook (Youngville Highway History Association) or call (319) 
540-3600 to leave a message.

From Joyce Ausberger, Greene County

We had an unusual happening at our Lincoln Highway Museum in Grand Junction. In February, the Sheriff and 
Highway Patrol obtained a "No Knock" warrant to break into the northwest door of the museum. They 
searched the north room as well as the museum, looking for guns and drugs. 

They found nothing but damaged two doors resulting in frozen pipes in the bathroom and basement. 
Fortunately nothing broke. Needless to say we were very surprised to find all this two days later.  

It is a long story, which will be shared with you at the April meeting.  By the way Bob and Joyce were not 
involved other than owning the building and Bob having to thaw the pipes and repair the doors!

In June of 2009 Claude and Ginny Conklin, two of 
Youngville's founding members, hosted a luncheon 
for classmate Henry Tippie and his wife Patricia at 
the cafe. Photo credit: Mike Kelly

In October we will celebrate 30 years as an Association.  Iowa played an 
integral part in what happened in 1992 and why we are where we are 
today.

Thank you Bob and Joyce Ausberger for being the driving catalyst in the 
reformation of the Lincoln Highway Association and having the foresight to 
preserve the Lincoln Highway and educate individuals on its importance.

We will share the behind the scenes story of the reformation of the 
Lincoln Highway Association in our July newsletter.



Tama & Wapsi Bridges Update
by KCRG & Shellie Orngard, LHHB Coordinator

Paul Gilger & Jim Cassler, Lincoln 
Highway Tours

The following information in part was posted on KCRG's (Cedar Rapids) website after the Tama City Council 
meeting on February 21. 

CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (KCRG) - As part of its weekly council meetings the Tama City Council discussed the 
future of its main tourist attraction, the Lincoln Highway Bridge.  The bridge was constructed as part of its 
namesake highway in 1915. The Lincoln Highway was the first road designed for cars to fully cross the United 
States of America.  The bridge has seen publication in Smithsonian Magazine and has been visited by travelers 
all across the U.S. and even as far away as Spain.

Members of the community expressed a variety of reasons for improving and saving the bridge including 
sighting its historical significance as well as its significance to Tama County. Various proposals were put forth 
by the city council such as repairing the bridge with the help of the Iowa D.O.T. and moving the bridge to a 
new location entirely.

There were concerns that moving the bridge to a new location could jeopardize its spot on the National 
Register of Historic Places which if lost would not allow Tama to advertise the bridge anymore.  The city 
council did not vote on a motion instead choosing to gather more information before making a final decision at 
their March 21 meeting.

Note: Information being gathered includes alternatives, including the cost to move the bridge to a nearby 
park, the likelihood the bridge could withstand a move and remain intact, and the potential impacts on the 
status of the bridge's listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Along with this information options 
are being sought from various concerned parties including the Lincoln Highway Association, both Iowa and 
National, SHPO and elected officials.

Left: 1995 
from 

Wikipedia

Right: 2022
Photos by: 
Mike Kelly 
& Sandii 

Huemann-
Kelly

The Wapsipinicon Overflow Bridge on the old Lincoln Highway in Clinton County is being evaluated for ways 
to mitigate impacts on the historic aspects of the District when the bridge is replaced by the county.  In 
2021, Clinton County Supervisors moved to rehabilitate or replace the bridge, triggering Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act. The Iowa State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) subsequently 
determined replacement of the bridge would have an adverse effect on the District, which is deemed 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

US Army Corps of Engineers Archaeologist Brant Vollman convened a group of interested parties, including 
the county engineer, the consulting engineer, community members, the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway 
Coordinator, and representatives from SHPO, the Iowa Department of Transportation, and the Iowa Lincoln 
Highway Association.  Consulting Engineer, Terry Cole advised the bridge is so deteriorated, it would have 
to be replaced. Members discussed various possibilities for mitigation, including providing funds to complete 
an NRHP nomination, preserving and displaying parts of the concrete railing, posting interpretive signage, 
and writing a public history similar to the one done for the Eureka Bridge in Greene County. 

The Overflow Bridge is one of three now-closed historic bridges along the Lincoln Highway in Clinton 
County.  To date, no final determination has been made on which mitigation measures would be pursued.
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Eastern Third Auto Tour - Destination: Joliet
by Paul Gilger & Jim Cassler, Lincoln Highway Tours

Are you ready for a road trip?  Of course you are, and the Lincoln Highway tour group is rolling out another 
one for 2022.  It’s been nearly three years since we took to the highway for the Army Convoy Tour, making it 
time to do it again!  So dust off your old ride, or shine-up your new one, and join us as we travel the nooks 
and crannies of our famous road between the eastern terminus in New York City and the plains of Illinois.

If you’re a seasoned Lincoln Highway tourer, you know we never miss an opportunity to celebrate an 
anniversary or a milestone in the history of the road.  This time we’re jumping the gun a bit!  You see, the 
year 2028 will be a dual anniversary – the centennial of both the 1928 route and the marking of the road with 
the concrete posts.  Why wait another six years to celebrate?  Let’s do it three times between now and then!  
This year is the eastern third of the road, with the central section happening in 2025, and the finale out west 
in 2028.  Sounds like a plan!

Fasten your seat belt and lets go!  The tour will begin the evening of Saturday, June 11 when we meet in 
suburban New York City (across the river in New Jersey) to greet old friends, meet new ones, and prepare for 
the adventure commencing on Sunday, June 12.  We will trek toward Joliet, Illinois arriving in time for the 
Lincoln Highway Association Conference, which begins Monday, June 20.  

If you are interested in participating in the Eastern Third Auto Tour, and have never been on one of our tours 
before, there is much you need to know!  The tour is designed for you to travel in your own vehicle – whatever 
that vehicle might be.  We travel at a leisurely pace so that you have time to see and do things that interest 
you along the way.  The route averages about 130 miles per day, with the shortest being about 100 miles, and 
the longest at 175.  Part of the mystique of our tours is what people drive.  Antique and collector cars are 
always a favorite.  Motorcycles and motorhomes are frequently used.  It’s up to you!  

Each vehicle will be provided with turn-by-turn directions to guide you along the route.  We suggest a 
navigator, or some way for the driver to watch the route be with you.  Along the route each day will be 
planned stops at museums and attractions, usually a lunch, and always a dinner meal.  We also arrange for a 
motel for lodging as a group each night, and breakfast is included with your lodging.  The tour staff, consisting 
of Paul Gilger (tour guide and mapping expert), and Jim Cassler and family (tour director) will be along to 
handle all the details and arrangements, and provide limited support in case of problems along the way.  The 
tour fee includes your directions, admission to planned stops at museums and attractions, scheduled meals 
and gratuities, identifying signage for on your vehicle, and staff support.  You are responsible for your vehicle 
and fuel costs, lodging costs, and expenses at places you visit “on your own” or during layover days.

Tourers may join us for as few as two days, the entire nine days on the road, or any amount in between.  A 
registration form is included as a separate insert in this publication which details cost and the registration 
process.  Deadline for registration is April 30, 2022, and no refunds will be honored after May 15, 2022.  For 
additional information, check the LHA website, or contact us at tours@lhtp.com.

Looking forward to seeing you in June!

The next Lincoln Highway Conference is planned 
to take place June 20 - 24 in Joliet, Illinois. Be 
sure to watch for details to be announced.

Let's represent IOWA! 

Mark Your Calendars
2022 Lincoln Highway Conference
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FIRST CLASS
Upcoming Iowa LHA Meeting 

July 9, 2022 
Location: TBD

The next ILHA meeting is April 9, 2022

at The Lincoln Highway Museum in Grand Junction
Coffee and rolls served at 9:00am with meeting beginning at 9:30am.

Bob and Joyce Ausberger are hosting our April meeting at the Museum in 
Grand Junction.  The address is 201 East Main Street.  Please let Joyce 
and Mary Helen know if you'll be attending so we can make appropriate 
arrangements.  




