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President’s Corner
By Sean Fitzsimmons, Co-President
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association	

	 The days continue to get longer and 
warmer, which gives me and my father time 
to start working on the many of projects 
that lay ahead of us in the coming months. 
Nothing new has really transpired, other 
than the regular situation of me buying 
another car and dragging it into our yard 
where my mother waits and tells me, 
“Really? You didn’t have enough of them 
already?”
	 As the days fly by, I become more 
and more excited about our upcoming 
conference. Recently, I’ve been hearing 
the conference advertised on many major 
news outlets, which is great! I feel like 
Jeannie is getting it shaped up to be one of 
the best conferences the Lincoln Highway 
Association has ever had! I hope you all are 
doing well and have a prosperous spring. 

Safe travels!

L
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The Lincoln Highway Association shall identify, preserve, interpret and improve access to the Lincoln Highway and its associated sites, pursue the 
appropriate measures to prevent further deterioration, destruction or alteration of the remaining sections, publicize and seek public awareness of its goals 
and activities for preserving and developing the LH, facilitate research about the LH, and publish a magazine for articles and news of activity relevant to 
the LH, work with local communities and businesses to promote the LH as a tourism destination, and be exclusively charitable and educational within the 
meaning of the Internal Revenue Code.

Lincoln Highway Marker Saved 
By Barbara Hackfort, Carroll County Consul

	

	 Ken and Collette Huntley of Westside found a 
treasure when they bought and moved onto an acreage 
a mile west of Westside in 1981. Their new home was 
located along the Lincoln Highway, a road that was 
familiar to both, because Collette had grown up in Vail, 
a few miles to the west, and her husband, Ken, had 
worked for the DOT in Ames.   While trying to clear 
away some debris in the roadside ditch, they struck what 
they thought was a cement post.  Further effort revealed 
that it was indeed a cement post, a very special cement 
post – a Lincoln Highway marker.  It was in pretty fair 
shape, considering that it had been struck off its base 
and was covered with tar, damage that was probably 
done when Highway 30 was resurfaced many years ago.
	 Realizing the significance of what they had 
discovered, Ken tackled the task of reclamation. The 
two most pressing problems were the removal of the tar 
and the building of a new base.  Gasoline was carefully 
applied to remove the tar, and today very little trace 
of it remains.  The problem of resetting the post was 
solved by drilling a hole in the bottom, inserting a piece 
of rerod, and then placing the marker in a new cement 
base. 
	 Now only one problem remained.  What could 

Photo courtesy of Vicki Gach  Continued on Page Three
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The LINCOLN HOTEL
in Lowden, Iowa

is seeking a NEW INNKEEPER.
 The current owners are 

looking to retire.  

For details contact 
Elizabeth Norton

 563-941-7563
      www.lincolnhoteliowa.com

YOUR AD HERE
Business Card Size Ad: Single Ad placed on an inside page 
of newsletter in black and white. The card or ad should 

be in standard digital format (.jpg) or scanner ready.

An advertisement form can be found on our website 
or you can contact Joyce for more information: 

bobjoyce@netins.net

1 Issue: $10, 2 Issues: $20
3 Issues: $30, Buy 3 Get 4th Free

reednilandcorner.org

Arcadia Meats
Country Meats, Inc. dba Arcadia Meats

Official Wholesale, Retail & Custom Processing
Iowa State Inspected Processing Plant   Est. #727

Providing Quality Meat Products & Service For Over 30 Years

Dan Julin
Sales Rep/Manager
102 Main St. Box 45
Arcadia, Iowa 51430

Phone: 712-689-2435
Fax: 712-689-2439 
Cell: 712790-7447

danarcadiameats@netins.net

Nancy & Ronny Hauser
Hours:
M-F 10:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
LincolnHwyTrdingCo@gmailc.om

110 W 6th St
Carroll, IA 51401

712-792-0011 
Chris cell 515-238-0755
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AMY MUIR
owner and stylist 

	
amygale204@gmail.com

515.738.2252
	

201 1/2 MAIN ST. East 
Grand Junction, Iowa

be done to forestall future damage?  Two major 
concerns were the preservation of the original 
medallion, and the protection of the post from 
wayward vehicles. The first measure taken was to 
remove the original medallion and to replace it with 
a realistic facsimile. Then to secure the post itself, 
it was set back and to the right of the stone pillar 
located at the entrance of the Huntley driveway.  The 
post is further safeguarded by large rocks arranged 
in front of it.
	 If you are attending the National Conference 
in Denison this June, be sure to stop at Ken and 
Collette’s antique shop, “The Ornery Goat,” on 
the east end of Westside.  Learn more about the 
Lincoln Highway marker, find out about the 1878 
schoolhouse, Hayes #6, also located on the acreage, 
and ask for the story behind the name of their 
business.  You will be glad you did.

L

Ken Huntley with the Lincoln Highway marker.    
Photo courtesy of Vicki Gach.               

Due to space constraints, 
January’s meeting minutes are 

available on our website. 

Ccontinued  from Page One National Conference Update
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord. 

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 Plans are being finalized for the 
National Conference. The registration form 
went out with the latest national Lincoln 
Highway Association’s Forum and Jeannie 
Parr reports people are beginning to send 
them in.  Forms may also be downloaded 
from the Iowa LHA website at www.
iowalincolnhighway.org
	 Polo shirts and T-shirts will be for sale 
at the conference. But to ensure to get your 
desired size, please pre-order them on the 
registration form.   
	 The committee is collecting give-away 
items for the conference bags and Meredith 
Ponder is working on the conference 
program. Please get text into her by April 
1st for placement in the program.
	 Press releases have gone out state-
wide to publicize the conference. Jeannie 
Parr was interviewed by KFJB radio in 
Marshalltown and several papers published 
the press releases. 
	

We are getting closer to June 20-24th. 
Hope to see you all in Denison! 

L
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Should the Old Bridge Go? 
By John Brassard, Guest Writer

DeWitt Observer Columnist and Blogger

	 Do you remember that magical time when 
you were a teenager and you first had your driver’s 
license? You could just jump behind the wheel of 
your car and drive wherever and whenever you 
chose. Well, as long as it wasn’t your parents’ car, and 
you still obeyed their rules. But still, you didn’t have 
to rely on anyone to get around anymore. 
	 I, like most others of my generation, got my 
driver’s license when I was sixteen. At that time, I 
didn’t have a car of my own, but my parents allowed 
me to drive our Ford Tempo pretty much whenever 
I wanted. Maybe it was because my mom hated that 
car with a fiery passion and she hoped I would crash 
the thing. I should ask her that one of these days… 
but I digress. 
	 Anyway, at that time, I had a friend that lived 
on the outskirts of Massillon, Iowa, a wide spot in 
the road north of Lowden. There were many days 
that Mom and I would take the half hour or so drive 
out there from our home in DeWitt to visit the 
family. During those visits, Mom would let my friend 
and I take the car out for drives. 
	 And drive we did. More than once we would 
drive all the way back to DeWitt to visit the comic 
shop there. One time we drove down to Tipton, 
Iowa, just because we could. We had a great time, 
and I got to see a lot of rural Iowa during those days. 
	 One day, I decided to take a turn down a 
narrow road that I’d never been on before. Now 
honestly, I can’t remember where I got on. But I 
do know that at one end that road crosses a very 
old bridge by a golf course called Wapsi Oaks. I do 
recall how narrow the road was, and there were no 
painted lines. Memory seems to whisper to me that 
we passed one other vehicle, and that I was a little 
afraid of going across the old bridge. I didn’t realize 
that on that day my friend and I had driven down 
some of the original expanse of the Lincoln Highway. 
	 In 1912, a man named Carl Fisher came 
up with the idea of a graveled highway that would 
stretch across the continent from coast to coast. 
While gravel may seem like an almost silly choice 
to us today, in those days most roads were made of 
dirt. During several different times of the year, they 
would transform into muddy quagmires that were 
virtually impassable. 
	 Over the next several years, Fisher’s dream 

would become a reality. Along with the help of 
Frank Sieberling, the president of Goodyear, the tire 
manufacturers, and Henry Joy, the president of the 
Packard Motor Car Company, a route was established 
between Times Square in New York City and San 
Francisco. It was also decided to name this new road 
the Lincoln Highway, in honor of President Abraham 
Lincoln. 
	 The highway would be the first transcontinental 
route that stretched across the United States. It would 
also become the first major concrete road in the 
nation. Not only could it take you across the county, 
but it could do so reliably year round, as well. I mean, 
you’re having a really bad day if your car sinks in 
concrete, right? 
	 Eventually, the government would give all 
highways and interstates a numbered designation. The 
history and the name of the Lincoln Highway would 
fade and eventually be largely forgotten. 
	 But in 1992, the Lincoln Highway Association, 
a group of concerned individuals across the county 
who were dedicated to the preservation of the route’s 
history, was formed. They did not want this important 
part in the history of United States travel to disappear 
altogether, and they have worked like hell to preserve it 
ever since.  
	 And that brings us back to that old stretch of 
road and the bridge in Clinton County. You see, after 
all these years, the county and the state are trying to 
figure out what to do with it. 
	 Ultimately, what’s at stake is whether or not to 
tear down the bridge. On one hand, we’ll be losing one 
of the last remaining original sections of the Lincoln 
Highway in Iowa. On the other, it’s going to cost over 
a million dollars to keep that bridge open for use. So 
what to do? 
	 The Clinton County chapter of the Lincoln 
Highway Association has already weighed in on the 
issue, and they are, obviously, all for preserving the 
bridge and all it represents. Todd Kinney, Clinton 
County Engineer, is seemingly trying to look at the 
issue from the county’s standpoint. 
	 Apparently, if the bridge is conserved by 
barricading the road, there is still the issue of the cost 
of putting up the barrier to begin with, and the county 
may have to compensate people who use that route 
to get to their property. If the county does choose to 
repair it, then in addition to the cost of repairs and 
upkeep, Kinney is concerned that the permits required 
to perform the work may not be granted. 
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New Interpretive Panels in Greene County
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord.

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 Four interpretive panels will be installed in 
Greene County this spring. Under the leadership 
of Bob and Joyce Ausberger, Greene County LHA, 
these panels were created to tell the story of the 
relationship between the Lincoln Highway and the 
railroad, the story of the Scranton water tower, 
and the story of the Deep Rock Gas Station in 
Jefferson. Design work was done by Meredith 
Ponder, Prairie Rivers of Iowa, under the Lincoln 
Highway Heritage Byway Interpretive Plan. This 
project was partially funded with a grant from the 
Greene County Community Foundation.
	 Each panel will be installed on a weathered 
steel base with the Iowa Byways logo carved into 
the bottom base and a unique cutout design at the 
top of the base. Each interpretive panel contains a 
mixture of photos, text, and the Lincoln Highway 
Heritage Byway logo.

Be sure to check these signs out when you attend 
the National LHA Conference this summer!

L

	 He also says that the bridge, if left alone, will 
collapse on its own. He just doesn’t want the bridge to 
collapse while someone is driving across it. His goal is 
to close the bridge so that this doesn’t happen. 
	 And so there we have it. Do we tear it down? 
Do we block it off and allow it to rot into dust and 
twisted metal? Or do we repair it and preserve it? 
These are tough questions, with no easy answers. 
	 No matter what, the project is going to cost a 
lot of money, and it’s going to keep costing the county 
and the taxpayers of Clinton County money to keep 
it up, just like all the other roads in the nation. But it’s 
a fairly low traffic area, so are the repairs going to be 
make the effort worth it? 
	 Outside of all this, hovering in the background 
like an ominous shadow is the decision that the state 
of Iowa may make to turn the road into a four lane 
highway, which will take the bridge out of the right 
away of travel. 
	 Historically speaking, we will be losing one 
of the last remaining bridges of the original Lincoln 
Highway, as well as access to an original concrete 
stretch that passes through rural Iowa. By having that 
and preserving it, it would allow us to see how travel 
was in the early days of the 20th century and get a 
taste of life as it was, giving us a better appreciation and 
understanding of the past. 
	 Unfortunately, this has always been the state 
of historical preservation. One side wants to save the 
past, and the other side is thinking of progress and 
money. While it’s easy to make it a black and white 
issue, that’s not always the case. As are many things in 
life, there are deep shades of grey that run through this. 
	 Obviously, the past should be preserved and 
kept. But sometimes certain things, like roadways, have 
to make accommodations for the needs of modern 
people. While we may not be able to keep everything, 
is there a way that we can make a compromise, so that 
both sides get something out of the deal? 
	 There are too many questions, and some very, 
very tough answers. I’m afraid that no one is going 
to walk away from this entirely happy, and it makes 
me more than a little sad that the little bridge near 
Wheatland might not be there one day. 
	 But one thing that I have learned is to 
appreciate what I have while I still have it. Thanks to 
that bridge and that little stretch of road, I had the 
opportunity as a very young man to experience travel 
as some of my ancestors did, and because of that, I feel 
a little more kinship with them. 

	 So one of these next days, I’d like to gather 
up my family and head up to Clinton County for 
a reunion with that bridge. I’m going to tell some 
stories and take a lot of pictures. Even if the county 
chooses not to preserve our past, it doesn’t mean 
that I can’t get up there and chip off a chunk for 
myself. 

Read more of Brassard’s articles on his blog: 
www.jbrassardjrcom.wordpress.com.

L
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Clinton County Update
By Cathie Nichols, Clinton County Consul

	 The bridge over the Wapsipinicon River 
at Syracuse will be closed within the next two 
weeks, for safety reasons.  The Clinton County 
Board of Supervisors is against demolishing the 
bridge, because they hope we can find a way 
to save it/repair it.  We were told it will still be 
eligible for federal funding for up to 10 years 
after being removed from service.  I have been 
contacted by several individuals wanting to help, 
and I am looking for other area organizations that 
may be able to assist with grants or funding.  The 
middle of the three bridges will remain open for 
now, and the county is pursuing options for repair, 
replacement, or removal in the future.  No date 
has been proposed for closing that bridge.  John 
Brassard, a local writer, is going to write an article 
about the importance of the Syracuse bridges for 
the DeWitt paper, and it will be timed to coincide 
with our April meeting and subsequent tour of the 
area.  The tour will be open to the public, and will 
follow our quarterly meeting in DeWitt on April 
8.  We’re hoping the newspaper article will attract 
some interest locally, and we will have a good 
turnout.  Along with the three bridges, the tour 
will include the restored Fire Station/Town Hall in 
Grand Mound, which recently won a preservation 
award.

L

The Swellest Little Spring Tea 
By Kristine Pope, President of the Herring Hotel Building Alliance 

	 Join the Wallace Winkie Foundation and the Herring Hotel Building Alliance for the Swellest Little 
Spring Tea on Saturday,  April 8th at 1523 Sunset Dr. Cruise in wearing your 50’s tea attire and enjoy a variety 
of delicacies and music/entertainment. Doors will open at 1:00 PM. Tickets are $20, but they are holding four 
tickets for LHA members who are interested in attending. 
	 Please RSVP to Beverly Winkie at 319-434-2079. There will be door prizes and a fundraising auction. 
All proceeds go to Belle Plaine’s historic Herring Hotel and to benefit area scholarships for lifelong learners. 

Please note that this is the same day as the ILHA meeting in DeWitt.

L

Motor Tour Update
By Bob Osberg, Motor Tour Coordinator 

	 Things are ramping up for this year’s Iowa 
Lincoln Highway Motor Tour, which is August 18-20 
this year.  We’ll start with pre-tour activities in Sioux 
City on Thursday August 17. On Friday, we begin the 
tour from Sioux City heading south for a little time 
in the Blair, Nebraska and Missouri Valley area.
	 We’ll come back into Iowa through Council 
Bluffs and make our way to Carroll, Iowa, for our 
banquet on Saturday evening. Our tour will end in 
Grand Junction on Sunday. Please join us for the sites, 
the great people, the fun and the history. 
	 The registration form is currently on the 
website. Stay tuned for more information. 

L
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Mystery Place
By Mike Kelly

If you think you can identify the Mystery Place, send an email to lincolnhighway@prrcd.org or call 515-232-0048. Call with the correct 
information and we will take your name and contact information. We then will hold a random drawing for a winner to receive a 2013 Iowa 
Lincoln Highway Map Pack! This is to accommodate for the varying time and travel the postal system can take and to give all a fair try.

Last Issue’s Mystery Place This Issue’s Mystery Place

© Mike Kelly

This place is located 
in a small town that 
has six features 
that are the bane 
of transcontinental 
highway builders. On 
a per capita basis this 
Iowa location must 
hold the national 
record for these 
“sore spots.”

LHHB Coordinator Report
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord.

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 The Byway is excited for upcoming 2017 projects! In December 2016, we completed the Corridor 
Management Plan and implementation began right away. We have been working with Greene County LHA 
on interpretive panels. Four have been completed and will be installed before the LHA National Conference 
in Denison. A grant was written to fund 5 more and, if funded, we hope to have them installed before the 
conference as well.
	 The City of Tama is looking for funds to repair/restore the Lincoln Highway Bridge over Mud Creek 
on E 5th St.  We have applied for grants and will continue to help them find the dollars to sustain this iconic 
feature of the Lincoln Highway.
	 We are also working with Cathie Nichols (the Clinton County LHA Consul), the Clinton County 
Board of Supervisors, and others interested in the 3 Lincoln Highway bridges east of Wheatland. The good 
news is although the Board of Supervisors will eventually close the 2 currently open bridges, they will not 
remove them. We have some time to find funds for repairs and get a plan together for this area.
	 The Byway intern, Jill Conniff, is working on a Camping and Recreational Guide for the Lincoln 
Highway Heritage Byway. We will have that completed in June and hope to have it available at the LHA 
Conference.
	 The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Advisory Board met March 2nd and shared information and 
discussed/prioritized the projects listed in the Corridor Management Plan. Other projects will depend on the 
grant funding. We will continue to work on interpretation in Greene County and hope to have a few more 
installed before the conference. 

L

© Mike Kelly

This abandoned yellow van is located inside the 
Tama County line near a deserted “ghost” town. 

Congratulations to Tim Quigley who correctly guessed last issue’s Mystery Place! 

© Mike Kelly



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association
P.O. Box 224
Grand Junction, Iowa 50107

Content Sneak Peek:  Articles about perserving history, new interpretive panels  
for Greene County, and updates on this summer’s Motor Tour!

FIRST CLASS

www.iowalincolnhighway.org

Place 
Stamp 
Here

The next ILHA meeting will be 
April 8, 2017 in DeWitt, Iowa at the Community Center.

Refreshments at 9:00 AM general meeting to follow.

	 The next meeting will be held April 8th at the Community Center in DeWitt’s Lincoln Park. Enter 
DeWitt from either the east or west on the Lincoln Highway (11th St) and head towards the main part of 
town. At the intersection of 11th St and 6th Ave, you will find the Lincoln Park. The Community Center is 
on the south side of the park.
	 After the main meeting, we will travel to Grand Mound to see the restored Fire Station building, 
then on to Syracuse to visit the area with the 3 Bridges, including a walk in the woods to see the original 
1913 segment of the Lincoln Highway and some 1921 pavement and bridge abutments from the prior 
route. It will be a fun-filled and interesting day.  The meeting is open to the public. Hope to see you there! 

Upcoming Iowa LHA Meetings

April 8, 2017:  DeWitt, General 
June 20-24, 2017: National Conference in Denison

July 8, 2017:  Hotel Pattee in Perry, Business

LINCOLN  HWY
US

30



Along The     incoln Highway
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE IOWA LINCOLN HIGHWAY ASSOCIATION

President’s Corner
By Sean Fitzsimmons, Co-President
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association

	
	 By the time this newsletter arrives 
to either your mail box or your inbox, the 
Lincoln Highway Association’s 2017 National 
Conference will be in the record books.  We 
know the committee has worked long and 
hard to put on the best conference and 
share the best of Iowa with others. Jeannie 
and Dean Parr’s leadership through the 
whole planning process has been very much 
appreciated. The Iowa chapter of the LHA 
is going strong because of leaders like the 
Parrs.
	 We can all take a collective sigh of 
relief with the success of the Conference, 
but we cannot lose momentum! Cathie 
Nichols and Clinton County will need our 
support with the bridges project near the 
Wapsi River. The Byway is working on a 
grant for 3 sites along the Iowa route.  A 
new Story County brochure will be created 
soon. The ILHA needs to find leaders in Linn 
and Crawford County to serve as Consuls.  
Our work continues on and we need more 
members to join. The new membership 
brochure has been printed. 		  Ask 
Joyce Ausberger for a stack and share them 
in your community and in your county.

See you at the Hotel Pattee in July!            

L
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The Lincoln Highway Association shall identify, preserve, interpret and improve access to the Lincoln Highway and its associated sites, pursue the appropriate measures 
to prevent further deterioration, destruction or alteration of the remaining sections, publicize and seek public awareness of its goals and activities for preserving and 

developing the LH, facilitate research about the LH, and publish a magazine for articles and news of activity relevant to the LH, work with local communities and businesses 
to promote the LH as a tourism destination, and be exclusively charitable and educational within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code.

Remembering Eva 
By Barbara Hackfort, Carroll County Consul

	 The summer 2016 issue of the Lincoln 
Highway Forum held special interest for one 
long-time member of the Lincoln Highway 
Association member, Eva Wiedemeyer. The issue 
featured an article with pictures of the Green 
Gables Tourist Camp located in Glidden along the 
Lincoln Highway. Eva was so excited to read the 
article and see the picture that she immediately 
called to ask for my copy to give to her son.  Why 
the excitement? She had long wanted to show 
her son a picture of the place she had worked 
after high school graduation.
	 Eva had many fond memories of the time 
she spent working at the tourist camp. For five 
summers, 1936-1940, Eva worked at the Green 
Gables seven days a week for $5, with an extra 
dollar for working on Sundays. It was located 
only three blocks from Eva’s home, which was 
fortunate because her workday began at 7:00 
a.m. There would be a couple hours of rest after 
lunch, and then the day would end between 
9:00-10:00 p.m. after all the clients were settled 

Continued on Page Five

Due to space constraints, April’s meeting 
minutes are available on our website. 
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The LINCOLN HOTEL
in Lowden, Iowa

is seeking a NEW INNKEEPER.
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looking to retire.  
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Elizabeth Norton
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New Event in Boone– YesterBoone!
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord. 

Prairie Rivers of Iowa
	 YesterBoone is the inaugural event for Boone, Iowa this year!  There is nothing quite like 
it and if you enjoy sharing history or learning about history, you will want to set the dates of 
September 29th through October 1, 2017 aside. 
	 This event is an educational and creative platform for historians, private collectors, Iowa 
museums, fine artists, craftspeople, and students who wish to interpret history through their 
own art, stories, historical presentations, historical or genealogical collections, live performances, 
and history exhibits. Venues also compete for best facility host of exhibits and performances of 
every kind. Examples are: murals, theater, private historical collections such as classic cars, and 
all imaginable displays of history. The event is FREE and open to the viewing public. Registration 
materials will be available on July 1st.  The cost for exhibitors is $35-non-members and $25 
Boone County Historical Society Members;  venues: $75-non-members and $50 for Boone 
County Historical Society Business Members!
	 Go to boonehistorymuseums.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/YesterBoone-Venue-Registration-

final.pdf and download a registration form today!

L

LHHB Coordinator Report
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord.

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway (LHHB) entered into a new 3-year contract with the Iowa 
Department of Transportation, beginning April 1st. Implementation of the recently completed Corridor 
Management Plan is part of the agreement and many projects are “in the works” now. We have been partnering 
with the City of Tama in grant applications to restore Tama’s Lincoln Highway Bridge, working with Cathie 
Nichols (Clinton County LHA Consul) and others in Clinton County on the Wapsi Bridge project, and working 
on grants for other Byway projects. We are anxiously awaiting word on funding and then several projects 
should really take-off.
	 The Byway is helping the ILHA with printed materials for the National Conference and Jan Gammon, 
coordinator, will speak at the conference with a more detailed update on projects and plans.
	 Jill Conniff, our LHHB intern, has created the content for a new “Camping and Recreational” Brochure 
for the Byway in Iowa. It is now in the hands of our marketing department for layout and ad placement.      
	 We are working with the City of Ogden on an interpretive panel for the footprints left in the pavement 
that have been saved for placement in a town park. We are hoping to have more information about the park in 
the next newsletter and perhaps photos of the installation. Bob and Joyce Ausberger have also been working 
with us on two more interpretive panels in Greene County, one at the Moss Markers and one in the Grand 
Junction garden. They will be nice additions to the panels previously created for other historic Greene County 
locations.
	 This summer we will attend several events: State Center’s 150th Celebration and Rose Festival in June, 
Glidden’s 150th in August, and the Iowa State Fair later in August. 

See you on the Lincoln!  

L
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community. She believes by sharing the many inspiring 
stories about Belle Plaine’s historic Herring Hotel with 
others, her groups will gain the support needed to 
make this hotel an operating facility by their projected 
grand reopening date, February 2, 2022.
	 Since a May meeting with the City of Belle 
Plaine, the project continues to move forward. A 
covered walkway will be built on Memorial Day, with 
the assistance of Bob Ausberger and we hope for a 
good showing of Herring Hotel volunteers to assist 
us with this project. KCRG news reporter, Dave 
Franzman, has expressed interest in returning to do 
a follow up story on our project that same day. The 
Foundation is also working with an insurance agent 
on a quote for liability insurance by June (another 
step forward thanks to Bob Ausberger). Once 
the insurance is in place they will be able build a 
temporary wall, which will enclose the west section 
of our building, creating a better visual appearance to 
that section of the building until renovation work can 
take place. Lastly, we are waiting for a final bid on the 
slant part of our roof so we can file for emergency 
funding through SHPO to help us secure our entire 
roof. A bid for the work on the flat portion is in-hand 
already. The turn-around time on this funding is about 
30 days, so when funding is secured, work we can 
begin on our roof by July. Together all these things are 
a very BIG step into the future for our project. 
	 Ryan Prochaska will be added as project 
manager. Ryan sits on the board for Preservation 
Iowa, and brings years of experience in historic 
preservation and building construction to the Herring 
Hotel project. He currently is employed by Kirkwood 
Community College as an instructor for the Historical 
Preservation Certification program. The next BIG step 
regarding the restoration project will be to hire an 
architect/firm to complete our construction plans for 
the entire restoration project. 
	 This spring semester, the Foundation worked 
with a student team from the University of Iowa’s 
Tippie College of Business. The group has worked 
since February on grant research and social media 
outreach. On May 5th, they presented their final 
report to the Foundation providing very beneficial 
information. Kristine and the Foundation are anxious 
to put these tools to use in their organization. 
	 Many good and exciting things are happening 
for the Herring Hotel. Stay tuned for further updates! 

L

Kristine Pope and the Herring Hotel 
By Kristine Pope

	 Kristine Morrow-Pope is the President of 
the Herring Hotel Building Alliance (HHBA) and 
a Board of Trustee member for the newly formed 
Herring Hotel Foundation. Kristine has been 
involved in work with the Herring Hotel since 
2006. She serves today as the project director. 
	 For the past two-and-a-half years Kristine 
has led the Building Alliance as the organizations 
President, taking this group to a new level of 
success. From developing and steering planning 
committees for their group’s now annual events, 
to traveling and learning about other similar 
projects and communities, Kristine and the HHBA 
have been able to develop a plan to bring positive 
economic growth to their community while 
completely restoring the Herring within the next 
five years. 
	 Not only has Kristine led the Building 
Alliance to a whole new level, she has also formed 
a new organization; The Herring Hotel Foundation. 
This 501(c)(3) was established to serve ongoing as 
the financial manager of the project and building 
known as the Herring Hotel. Together, Kristine 
feels very confident that these two organizations 
will lead Belle Plaine’s Herring Hotel into an 
exciting renewed future. 
	 Kristine currently resides in Belle Plaine, 
Iowa with her husband Marcus and three of their 
6 children. Her husband and her adult children are 
all involved in the Herring project, serving faithfully 
on boards and/or committees. Even her teenaged 
children have their roles of responsibility regarding 
volunteering and serving. Kristine credits her family 
and their strong line of support for her success. 
However, success is not what motivates her. Rather 
her inspiration comes from her late father, James 
Morrow.  “Jim” was the founder of the Herring 
Hotel Building Alliance, and the last personal owner 
of the Herring Hotel. It was under his leadership 
that the hotel was named to the National Register 
of Historic Places. It was also her father’s dream 
to restore the Herring back to its days of glory. 
For without his vision, and commitment, Kristine 
feels very strongly the Herring Hotel would no 
longer exist. Kristine is determined to make this 
dream happen for her dad, for her family and all of 
the other Herring Hotel families, as well as for her 
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in for the evening. Eva’s primary responsibility was to hang the laundry out on the clothesline after 
it had been washed. When the sheets, pillowcases, and towels were line-dried, she would fold 
and stack them on the storeroom shelves.  There was a specific method used to stack the laundry.  
Sheets were to be placed at the bottom, so that the weight of the pillowcases and towels on top 
would make the sheets appear to be ironed. After she finished this part of her job, she would be 
available to clean cabins and “wait” on the customers.
	 Eva’s memory of how the camp and cabins were arranged was still clear.  Only the two newer 
cabins had indoor water available; tenants in the other cabins would get the water they required 
from a central pump and carry it to their cabins.  While getting the water they needed was certainly 
not the most convenient, the cabins were provided with electricity and a two-burner hotplate.
	 The Lincoln Highway Association was only one of many interests in Eva’s active life. Church 
and family came first, and she was equally faithful to the Republican Party, her garden and flowers, 
the bluebird boxes under her care, her famous Christmas cookies and prize-winning apple pies, and 
the Carroll County Historical Society. Eva felt especially blessed to be able to live independently in 
her own home at the age of 101 years, but on November 8, 2016, she passed peacefully following 
a fall at her home two days earlier. Eva left us with a lasting legacy in the way she lived her life, and 
she was an inspiration to all who knew her.

L

Continued from Remembering Eva

AMY MUIR
owner and stylist 

	
amygale204@gmail.com

515.738.2252
	

201 1/2 MAIN ST. East 
Grand Junction, Iowa

Photo of the Herring Hotel



6 

Clinton County Update
By Cathie Nichols, Clinton County Consul

	 Our tour following the April 8 meeting in DeWitt was a lot 
of fun.  We visited the restored fire station/town hall/jail (all one 
building) in Grand Mound and learned a lot about fire-fighting in the 
old days, when the fire wagons were pulled not by horses, but by 
the volunteer fire fighters!  Following that, we visited the Syracuse 
section of the old Lincoln Highway between the towns of Calamus 
and Wheatland.  The weather was sunny and around 70 degrees, 
perfect for a walk in the woods.  The members and a few guests 
viewed the 2 mile section of 1930 Lincoln and the bridge over the 
Wapsipinicon River that was recently closed to traffic. 
	 We also walked into the woods to see the remains of the 
1913-1920 route of the Lincoln, and the abutments of the previous 
Wapsi bridge.  We hope to be able to preserve this area as a 
possible Lincoln Highway park, to show what it was like traveling 
on the old highway (which has never been widened and has the 
original post and cable barriers along the sides).  Plans are under 
development, and a preliminary drawing will be on display at the 
conference in Denison this summer.  Please attend and give us your 
ideas.
	 Car shows!  Summer is the time for car shows, and there will 
be several in Clinton County.  DeWitt will open its “Tunes in Town” 
annual summer program on June 6.  Every Tuesday evening June 
through August, there is food and live music in Lincoln Park.  There 
will be car shows on June 6th and August 19th, and a motorcycle 
show on July 11.  Grand Mound will have its annual car show and 
steam threshing demonstrations on July 22.  Clinton will have its 
annual Rod & Custom show on August 13.  Camanche has a car 
show in August also, but no date is posted yet.  Get your old cars 
out and attend one or more of these shows, or just come to look. 

L

Motor Tour Update
By Bob Osberg, 

Motor Tour Coordinator 

	 Hello everyone! Plans and details 
for the tour this year are on schedule. The 
tour is August 18-20 and registrations are 
already coming in. When your registration 
is received, you will be sent the hotel 
list with the blocked rooms.  The sooner 
you pre-register, the better, as it will help 
Bryan know the numbers for the stops, 
tee shirt order, etc.

Also, I am taking donations for door 
prizes.  Any donation is much appreciated!

Saturday,  April 22, Paul Slater from Ogden stopped by the 
Greene County Lincoln Highway Museum and donated 

$1000 to LHA to become a life-time member.  Bob Owens 
also gave him a miniature Lincoln Highway marker. 

Pictured (L-R): Bob Ausberger, Paul Slater, Bob Owens, and 
Dale Higgins. Photo submitted by Joyce Ausberger. 

A Short History of Gas Pumps
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord. 

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 I find old gas pumps interesting.  
In a recent TV series, “Henry Ford’s 
Innovation Nation” with Mo Rocca, he 
reported on the evolution of the gas 
pump. Early travelers bought their gas at 
hardware stores and transported it in 
gas cans. As they poured the gas into the 
tank, they knew just how much gas was 
being added. But when the gas pump 
was developed, customers were unsure 
just how much gas was getting pumped 
into their tank. Developers came up 
with the glass top pump (measuring 
pumps) so the motorist could see how 
much gas they were getting and were 
assured they were getting their money’s 
worth.
	 Recently, I was looking at the gas 
pumps outside the Preston Station in 
Belle Plaine and read the manufacturer’s 
tag stating “Gilbert and Barker Mfg, 
Springfield, Mass.”  I later saw the same 
tag on a pump outside the Youngville 
station.   Wanting to know more about 
this company and its life-span, I was 
amazed that the company is still in 
existence. It has gone through many 
name changes and many evolutions over 
time.
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Mystery Place
By Mike Kelly

If you think you can identify the Mystery Place, send an 
email to lincolnhighway@prrcd.org or call 515-232-0048. Call 
with the correct information and we will take your name and 
contact information. We then will hold a random drawing for 
a winner to receive a 2013 Iowa Lincoln Highway Map Pack! 
This is to accommodate for the varying time and travel the 

postal system can take and to give all a fair try.

This Issue’s Mystery Place

	 This small unremarkable building spent 
the first part if its life anticipating the leaves 
falling and revealing one of Iowa’s great 
marshes. The Marsh was destroyed around 
25 years ago and since then the building 
maintained its position as an essential part of 
a “picture perfect” scene. A small building, but 
a big loss for Lincoln Highway aesthetics.

This photo was taken in Arion, Iowa 
with its six 90 degree turns.

Last Issue’s Mystery Place

	 Information gleaned from the company’s website 
(www.gilbarco.com/us): In 1865, Charles Gilbert and John 
Barker partnered to build the “Springfield Gas Machine” 
that converted petroleum distillates into a gas vapor used 
to light buildings. The partners also designed distribution 
systems to safely distribute lighting fuel (naptha) to 
individual lamps. Their first factory was a wood-framed 
building 18’x42’. By 1870, they incorporated as the Gilbert 
& Barker Manufacturing Co, of Springfield, Massachusetts 
(the name on Preston’s gas pumps.)   
	 In 1884, the company was acquired by Standard Oil 
Company (who later became Exxon.)
	 By 1910, Gilbert & Barker designed and 
manufactured its first petroleum pump, the T-1, using a 
push-pull motion to draw gasoline from an underground 
tank for fueling automobiles. In 1911, they introduced the 
first measuring gasoline pump, like those at Preston’s and 
Youngville.
	 The first electric meter pump was introduced in 
1930. Since then, they have created computing pumps, 
trademarked the Flexpay Outdoor Payment Terminal, the 
Applause Media System, Passport Point of Sale system, and 
the Flexpay EMV CRIND.  Today, the company is the leading 
manufacturer of gas pumps and has a branch that develops 
software for convenience stores.
	 In 1965, they moved the headquarters and U.S 
manufacturing to Greensboro, NC, where it is located 
today. They have offices and research locations around 
the globe including in United Kingdom,  Australia, Brazil, 
Germany, Italy, Denmark, Holland, India, France, and South 
Africa.
	 In 1929, the brand “Gilbarco” first appeared and the 
corporation officially changed their name to Gilbarco in 
1965. By 1987, Gilbarco was acquired by General Electric 
Company of the UK. In the 1990’s Gilbarco acquired 
Italy’s Logitron, Germany’s Tankaniagen Salzkotten, and 
Latin America’s Logitron. In 2002, the Gilbarco brand and 
company was acquired by the Danaher Corporation, the 
parent company of Veeder-Root and the Red Jacket Brands. 
A few other acquisitions occurred over the years and by 
2016 the Gilbarco brand and company was acquired by 
the Fortive Company. Today, it  goes by the name Gilbert 
Veeder-Root.            
	 So, as you stand at the pump and wait for your tank 
to fill, check out the manufacturer’s name and think of these 
two men- Gilbert and Barker,  innovators who designed gas 
pumps and started what would become a global business.  
Also think of their 18’x42’ wood -structure beginning.  

L

Continued from History of Gas Pumps
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The next ILHA meeting will be 
July 8, 2017 in Perry, Iowa at Hotel Pattee.

Refreshments at 9:00 AM business meeting to follow.

	 The July 8th ILHA meeting will be held at the Hotel Pattee (1112 Willis Ave) in Perry, Iowa. Driving 
instructions are:  If coming from either north or south on Hwy 169, take the Hwy 141 exit heading west. 
Going west, past the Dallas County Hospital, turn several blocks later onto Hwy 144/1st Ave and head 
north.   The hotel is several blocks later at the intersection of Willis and 1st Ave, on the north side of the 
road.
  

Upcoming Iowa LHA Meetings
 

July 8, 2017:  Hotel Pattee in Perry, Business
October 14, 2017:  Youngville Cafe in Watkins, General 

January 13, 2018:  Location TBD in Colo, Business

LINCOLN  HWY
US

30



Along The     incoln Highway
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE IOWA LINCOLN HIGHWAY ASSOCIATION

President’s Corner
By The Fitzsimmons Trio

John, Amber, and Sean Fitzsimmons
	
	 The 2017 Lincoln Highway National 
Conference has now come and gone. It was an 
honor to be a part of the conference, and, in my 
personal opinion, it was one of the best conferences 
we’ve had to date. Every person I met expressed 
how much they were enjoying the festivities, and it 
was a good to see faces from around the different 
states along the Lincoln Highway.
	 The people and the businesses in Denison and 
along the tour route were integral to the success of 
our conference. The public was excited and enjoyed 
interacting with the guests in town. A big shout out 
to Boulders for going above and beyond by being 
flexible and helping accommodate everyone and 
for keeping up with the demand for their delicious 
food. Although most of the conference was smooth 
sailing, we did have some issues. At the Harrison 
County Welcome Center, we had a small problem 
with the bus, but we all worked together, fixed the 
issue, and continued on to have a great journey to 
Omaha. 
	 Personally, I was excited to find a true 
Lincoln Highway relic in the antique shop in 
Denison.  As I was browsing the wares, I found 
an original Ames Motor Court sign, advertising 
the tourist cabins once found along the Lincoln 
Highway. One day soon, the sign will be restored to 
its former glory and featured in my collection.
	 Thank you to everyone who came to the 
2017 National Lincoln Highway Conference and 
contributed to making it a huge success. It was a 
memorable experience and set the bar high for the 
conferences to come. Also, kudos to Jeannie, Barb, 
and rest of the committee on a job well done! 

L
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The Lincoln Highway Association shall identify, preserve, interpret and improve access to the Lincoln Highway and its associated sites, pursue the appropriate measures 
to prevent further deterioration, destruction or alteration of the remaining sections, publicize and seek public awareness of its goals and activities for preserving and 

developing the LH, facilitate research about the LH, and publish a magazine for articles and news of activity relevant to the LH, work with local communities and businesses 
to promote the LH as a tourism destination, and be exclusively charitable and educational within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code.

National Conference Recap 
By Jeannie Parr, 2017 Conference Co-Chair

	 It’s a wrap! The 2017 Lincoln 
Highway Association’s National 
Conference is in the history books. About 
130 people gathered in Denison, Iowa to 
celebrate this historic road and the 25th 
anniversary of the reformation of the 
Lincoln Highway Association. The first 
day included some on-your-own tours at 
Templeton Rye in Templeton, Iowa and 
the German Hausbarn in nearby Manning.  
That evening, after registration, the 
group enjoyed an Opening Banquet at 
the Boulders Conference Center.  
	 The first day trip went as far east 
as Ogden, IA. The group saw the Eureka 
Bridge, which started the renewed 
interest in the Lincoln Highway and 
led to forming the Greene County LHA, 
followed a year later with reforming the 
national organization. The bus stopped 
in Jefferson, Iowa where attendees 
could ride the glass elevator up to the 
top of the Mahanay Bell Tower and 
look out over the lush, green corn and 
soybean fields and see the Lincoln 

Continued on Page 3
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Art Winners at Conference 
By Joyce Ausberger 

	 Jefferson students Rachael 
Danielson (left) and Lucas Ausberger 
tied for first place in an art 
show that was part of the 25th 
annual National Lincoln Highway 
Association Conference last month 
in Denison. They won $85 each for 
their respective photos of the Bell 
Tower and courthouse rotunda, two 
landmarks along the Lincoln Highway 
in Greene County. Both will be 
seniors in the fall at Greene County 
High School.

L

Highway travel across the landscape like gray 
ribbon.  Restaurants of the attendees’ choices 
were open to serve lunch to the crowd. Other 
stops included the Greene County LHA Museum and 
Garden, the Grand Junction Community Center for 
cookies and lemonade, and the Lion’s Club Tree 
Park interpretive center. From the bus windows, 
the group saw the Moss Markers and the Gregory 
Markers.
	 The next day the two buses headed west 
to Woodbine where they drove down the original 
11-block brick section of the Lincoln Highway and 
on to the Harrison County Historical Village and 
Welcome Center where they were treated with 
delicious cinnamon rolls, juice and coffee. A short 
movie about the Lincoln Highway was being shown. 
Attendees could also walk up to the overlook and 
enjoy the sweeping views of the Boyer River Valley. 
The museum buildings were open for viewing 
and people could enjoy the outdoor exhibits and 
interpretive panels. The buses were loaded (with 
a little snafu, but all turned out well) and headed 
to Council Bluffs where they enjoyed a box lunch 
in Bayliss Park, The Union Pacific Railroad Museum, 
and the Squirrel Cage Jail- all within a short 
walking distance of each other.  Back on the buses, 
the group traveled through downtown Council 
Bluffs and over the Missouri River into Nebraska. 
They drove to a park to overlook the Lincoln 
Highway, past Automobile Row, past the Josyln 
Castle, on the brick section in Elk Horn, and past 
Boystown.    
	 Speakers Day included topics about food, 
traveling the Lincoln Highway in unique ways, the 
Glidden 1919 trip, Iowa’s hidden treasures, and 
about the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway in Iowa. 
The evening Awards Banquet was held at Cronk’s 
Restaurant, on the Lincoln Highway.  And the next 
day, the Annual Meeting was held at Cronk’s as 
well. Photos of the conference are available on the 
ILHA Facebook page. 
	 Next year, in 2018, the national conference 
will be held in New Jersey, and a bus trip will take 
the group into Times Square to see the eastern 
terminus of this historic road. See you there!                  

L

Continued from Conference Recap

Conference T-Shirts Available! 
	 If you didn’t get your Conference T-shirt 
yet, some are still available at the Greene 
County LHA Museum in Grand Junction. Or 
contact Joyce Ausberger at bobjoyce@netins.
net and she will get one in the mail to you.  All 
sizes available for only $10!  

L
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Interpretive Panels Installed
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord. 

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 Check out the new interpretive panels 
that were recently installed! One is outside 
the Deep Rock gas station in Jefferson and 
explains the history of this iconic stop on the 
Lincoln Highway.
	 Another one has been installed 
temporarily in downtown Ogden at the site 
of a proposed pocket park near the new 
medical clinic. This panel tells the story of 
the footprints left in the pavement when 
the Lincoln Highway was paved In Ogden in 
the late 1920s. The prints have never been 
paved over during any street project. They 
were beginning to get worn-down and were 
losing visibility.  The City of Ogden cut that 
segment of pavement out and will install 
the slab in the pocket park along with the 
interpretive panel for all to enjoy.
	 Other panels will be installed in 
Scranton near their oldest working water 
tower in Iowa and another in the garden 
outside the Greene County LHA Museum in 
Grand Junction.
	 These signs were created by Prairie 
Rivers of Iowa. More panels are being 
planned and they will be shared as they are 
installed.

L
Due to space constraints, July’s meeting 
minutes are available on our website. 
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Youngville Update
By Mike Kelly, Benton County Consul

	 Youngvile has had an exceptionally busy season so far this year. Fortunately we have some
of Iowa’s hardest working volunteers to handle the overflow crowds. Aging is not really an issue 
with our volunteer staff as our 80+ year-olds do the work of any four 20-year-olds.
	 We are in the middle of a Membership Drive so if you would like to join or rejoin the ranks 
of Youngville supporters, act today. Dues are $10 for individuals, $25 for family, or $200 for lifetime 
membership ($250 after Jan. 1, 2018). Send name, complete address, email, and telephone 
number along with check to: Youngville Highway History Association  PO Box 401 Newhall, IA 52315.
	 2018 will be a challenge for Youngville as the long awaited interchange construction project 
comes to our front door in the Spring. Look for updates on potential disruptions in the next issue 
and always keep up with us on our Facebook page at: Youngville Highway History Association. 

L

© Mike Kelly© Mike Kelly

LHHB at the Iowa State Fair
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord. 

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 The Iowa Byways manned a booth 
again this year under the grandstands at the 
Iowa State Fair. Six of the eleven Byways 
were represented as well as a banner 
identifying the three new Byways in 2018. 
The White Pole Road, Bridges of Madison 
County, and The Jefferson Highway will all be 
added to the program.
	 The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway 
sponsored 4 of the 11 days of the fair and 
among the many handouts they gave out 
during the duration of the fair were LHA’s 
Historic Greene County and Iowa LHA 
membership brochures. Perhaps the Iowa 
LHA will grow their memberships from this 
exposure to fairgoers.       

L



6 

Motor Tour Recap 
By Caron Osberg 

	 Another wonderful Iowa Lincoln Highway Motor Tour is in the books. This year, our group of about 
20 people enjoyed a leisurely road trip visiting historical sights and meeting the people who share their love 
of history with visitors. There were beautiful vistas of the lovely Western Iowa landscape as well as good 
times among tour members. 
	 There is something for everyone on each motor tour. We’ve shortened the distance we cover as 
well as the daily mileage. We meet with locals who share with us their passion for their hometowns and 
favorite historical moments in time. It’s an experience you’ll not get flying by on the interstate.
	 The trip this year began with a focus on Lewis & Clark and the Louisiana Purchase beginning in Sioux 
City, Iowa at the Sgt. Floyd monument followed by a tour of the Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center and the 
Sgt. Floyd River Museum and Welcome Center. The Sioux City Railroad Museum is a must-see when you’re 
in the area. 
	 The Mid-America Transportation and Aviation Museum is a treasure trove of historical items you 
won’t find anywhere else. The museum is located at the crash site of United Flight 232, which crash-landed 
in Sioux City on July 19, 1989. The memorial and memorabilia is a moving tribute and one you won’t forget. 
	 In Nebraska, we visited Fort Atkinson, which is the oldest military fort west of the Missouri River. It 
was built on a site the Lewis & Clark expedition had recommended. 
	 Back in Iowa, we visited a slice of Iowa farm and family living history at Wisecup’s Farm Museum at 
the Missouri Valley exit on I-29. The Harrison County Welcome Center is always a hit with a chance for 
both shopping and history lessons. 
	 This year, our group visited the gravesite of Merle D. Hay, one of the first three soldiers killed in 
WWI. The Moss markers were put up on land donated by a Civil War veteran who believed the curve was 
better for motorists than a sharp right-angle turn. Jefferson was a good visit to the museum, the bell tower, 
the Thomas Jefferson garden and to see all the improvements being made on their Iowa Main Street award. 
	 We ended our tour in beautiful Grand Junction with a specially prepared luncheon, a museum 
visit and a stroll through the Lincoln Highway garden, which is shaped like the United States. Some tour 
members can now say they’ve walked the length of the Lincoln Highway from Times Square to San 
Francisco.
	 Five things you need to know:
	 1.   This is a guided tour, so you don’t have to do anything but follow the car in front of you.
	 2.   We visit historical sites small and large. You will meet the best people Iowa has to offer!
	 3.   Newcomers are welcome: no matter the age or the mode of transportation.
	 4.   You will see beautiful landscapes and some of the small towns that made America what it is today.
	 5.   If you need to make a pit stop, detailed directions are provided so you can catch up at any time.

2335 230th St
Suite 101

Ames, IA 50014
Phone: 515-232-0048

Prairie Rivers of Iowa 
has moved!

More photos available on the website.
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Mystery Place
By Mike Kelly

If you think you can identify the Mystery Place, send an 
email to lincolnhighway@prrcd.org or call 515-232-0048. Call 
with the correct information and we will take your name and 
contact information. We then will hold a random drawing for 
a winner to receive a 2013 Iowa Lincoln Highway Map Pack! 
This is to accommodate for the varying time and travel the 

postal system can take and to give all a fair try.

This Issue’s Mystery Place

	 These abandoned steps on a still 
active family farm led to the Lincoln 
Highway directly across from a historic 
lodging opportunity for Lincoln Highway 
motorists. Extra Clue: The lodging is NOT 
a Cabin Court, but an early version of 
what has become a million dollar industry.

Caretaker’s shed at the Rock Prairie 
(aka Ralls) Cemetery in Marshall 

County just east of Shady Oaks turn.

Last Issue’s Mystery Place

© Mike Kelly

© Mike Kelly

LHHB Update
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord. 

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 I cannot believe that summer is over.  The Byway 
has been very busy these past few months. We were 
in the State Center’s Rose Parade, in Glidden’s 150th 
Celebration Parade, and just finished up an 
11-day stint at the Iowa State Fair. The Byways of Iowa 
had a booth under the grandstands there and we gave 
out about 700 Iowa Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway 
Informational Guides and debuted our new Recreational 
and Camping Guide, which was also very popular.
	 We are also working with Preston’s Historic 
District in Belle Plaine, Youngville in Benton County, and 
the Reed-Niland Corner in Colo on a large project. The 
Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway and Prairie Rivers of 
Iowa were selected to continue on to the second round 
of a very large grant which will help fund restoration 
at all three sites and the addition of interpretive panels, 
oral histories, and art.  We will also be adding electric 
charging stations to encourage the new traveler to these 
iconic automobile stops. This is very exciting for us.
	 Don Kent in Grand Mound has spurred us to 
review where the signs are located in his town and we 
will be working with the City staff there to make some 
minor corrections. We are working our way across the 
state, making sure signs are installed where they should 
be and replacing those that have been damaged. The 
DOT has currently has limited signs for this process, but 
should be manufacturing more in the coming months.  
	 Prairie Rivers of Iowa moved to a new location 
in Ames, so the Byway packed up and moved in early 
September.  The email and phone number will remain the 
same, but be patient with us as we make this transition.      

L
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The next ILHA meeting will be 
October 14, 2017 in Colo, Iowa at the Reed-Niland

Refreshments at 9:00 AM general meeting to follow.

	 From Hwy 30 take Exit 164, go one mile north on Hwy. 65. Take “Lincoln Highway” exit to 
right. Turn left at stop sign and proceed to Niland’s Cafe. Coffee and rolls compliments of Niland’s 
Cafe at 9:00 AM. Meeting starts at 9:30 AM. Lunch will be onsite and cost  $9. The meal includes a 
beverage, chips, soup and sandwich bar, and dessert tray.

Upcoming Iowa LHA Meetings 
October 14, 2017:  Reed-Niland in Colo, General 

January 13, 2018:  Location TBD, Business
April 2018: Location TBD, General
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US

30



Along The     incoln Highway
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE IOWA LINCOLN HIGHWAY ASSOCIATION

President’s Corner 
By The Fitzsimmons Trio

Co-Presidents of ILHA

	 The end of 2017 is quickly 
approaching and it was certainly a year 
to remember. It was a busy year, with the 
successful hosting of the 2017 National 
Lincoln Highway Association Conference, 
along with many other outstanding projects. 
Thank you to all who made 2017 a success 
and welcome to new members who joined 
in the past 12 months.
	 In the last month, John was asked to 
give a presentation to the Tall Corn Auto 
Club about the Lincoln Highway. He showed 
off his work as the Iowa Artist-in-Residence, 
bringing along many of his drawings of the 
local attractions along the Highway. He also 
presented the 2003 video about Grand 
Junction. There seemed to be some interest 
among the attendees, which will only help 
to increase awareness in our community.
	 As we look ahead to 2018, many 
exciting projects and events are yet to 
come. From the restoration of the bridges 
in Eastern Iowa, to the restoration of the 
hotel in Belle Plaine, the Iowa Lincoln 
Highway Association will continue to 
promote the history of the Lincoln Highway 
and educate the public who comes to enjoy 
the stops along the way. 
	 Thank you all for a fantastic 2017!  
The Fitzsimmons Trio wishes you a 
enjoyable holiday season and a very happy 
new year!           

L
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The Lincoln Highway Association shall identify, preserve, interpret and improve access to the Lincoln Highway and its associated sites, 
pursue the appropriate measures to prevent further deterioration, destruction or alteration of the remaining sections, publicize and seek 
public awareness of its goals and activities for preserving and developing the LH, facilitate research about the LH, and publish a magazine for 
articles and news of activity relevant to the LH, work with local communities and businesses to promote the LH as a tourism destination, 
and be exclusively charitable and educational within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code.

Tama Bridge Builder’s Rise and Fall
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coord.

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 From a suggestion at the last Iowa Lincoln 
Highway Association meeting, I decided to look into 
the name plate on the Lincoln Highway Bridge in 
Tama to see what name or company appears on 
it and what happened to them. I was recently at 
the Tama Bridge and found the plate read “Paul N. 
Kingsley, Strawberry Point.” Using a smattering of 
online detective work and geneology resources, this 
is what I found. 
	 From Bridgehunter.com: On May 17, 1915, 
the Tama County Board of Supervisors contracted 
with Paul N. Kingsley, a relatively new contractor from 
Strawberry Point, Iowa, to build 53 bridges and culverts 
throughout the county. Kingsley was to complete the 
work by November 1st of that year, for $39,900. But by 
November Kingsley, who was struggling to manage the 
ambitious, multiple-bridge contracts he then held with 
several Iowa counties, had completed only a minimal 
amount of work. 
	 Although the board considered taking action 
against Kingsley and his bonding company in meetings 
held on November 27th and 30th, on December 28th 
they extended his contract to July 1, 1916. By spring, 

Continued on Page Four
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The LINCOLN HOTEL
in Lowden, Iowa

is seeking a NEW INNKEEPER.
 The current owners are 

looking to retire.  

For details contact 
Elizabeth Norton

 563-941-7563
      www.lincolnhoteliowa.com

YOUR AD HERE
Business Card Size Ad: Single Ad placed on an inside page 
of newsletter in black and white. The card or ad should 

be in standard digital format (.jpg) or scanner ready.

An advertisement form can be found on our website 
or you can contact Joyce for more information: 

bobjoyce@netins.net

1 Issue: $10, 2 Issues: $20
3 Issues: $30, Buy 3 Get 4th Free

reednilandcorner.org

Arcadia Meats
Country Meats, Inc. dba Arcadia Meats

Official Wholesale, Retail & Custom Processing
Iowa State Inspected Processing Plant   Est. #727

Providing Quality Meat Products & Service For Over 30 Years

Dan Julin
Sales Rep/Manager
102 Main St. Box 45
Arcadia, Iowa 51430

Phone: 712-689-2435
Fax: 712-689-2439 
Cell: 712790-7447

danarcadiameats@netins.net

Nancy & Ronny Hauser
Hours:
M-F 10:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
LincolnHwyTrdingCo@gmail.com

110 W 6th St
Carroll, IA 51401

712-792-0011 
Chris cell 515-238-0755

SOLD

Presidents
John, Amber, and 
Sean Fitzsimmons
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Cathie Nichols
Secretary
Jan Gammon
Treasurer
Joyce Ausberger 
State Director
Dean Parr

Board of Directors
(County Consuls)

Clinton 
Cathie Nichols	         					   
Cedar 
Joe Goodlove 
Linn
 Vacant
Benton
Mike Kelly 
Tama
Allan Richards
Marshall
Harlan Quick
Story 
Carroll Stokesbary
Boone 
John Fitzsimmons
Greene
Joyce Ausberger (Acting)
Bob Owens (Acting)
Carroll 
Barbara Hackfort	
Crawford
Vacant
Harrison
Kathy Dirks
Elaine Ehlert
Pottawattamie
Nancy Needham

Support
Membership Coordinator
Dean Parr
Director at Large	
Van Becker
Newsletter Editor
Meredith Ponder
Noble Sojourner
Lyell Henry
Iowa Artist in Residence
John Fitzsimmons
Webmistress
Sandii Huemann-Kelly
Director Emeritus
Bob & Joyce Ausberger
Byway Coordinator
Janice Gammon

ILHA Officers, Board of Directors, County Consuls, and Staff

drparr51@gmail.com 

NY2SF@imonmail.com

mponder@prrcd.org

disorg@mchsi.com

seanfitz50@gmail.com

nilandcafe@gmail.com

bobjoyce@netins.net

jgammon@prrcd.org

seanfitz50@gmail.com

scampcat@iowatelecom.net

lincolnhighway@prrcd.org

bobjoyce@netins.net

drparr51@gmail.com

515-432-3697

563-659-8050

515-232-0048 

515-386-4521

319-366-0552

319-366-0552

515-232-0048

515-432-3697

515-370-3738

515-232-0048

563-659-8050

563-349-6622 

319-472-5183

641-484-4000

641-483-2440

515-432-3697

515-386-4521
515-386-3419

712-792-1512

712-642-2114
712-647-2049

712-256-7787

scampcat@iowatelecom.net

joeiowaLH30@fbcom.net 

videoportraitsofiowa@gmail.com

AllanMaxRichards@aol.com

hmquick@partnercom.net
 
carrbary@netins.net

seanfitz50@gmail.com

bobjoyce@netins.net
jaowens4230@yahoo.com

bjhackfort@westianet.net

kdirks@harrisoncountyparks.org

teachernn@yahoo.com



3 

More to the Story of The Ogden Footprints
By Susan Jones Clauson 

	 My dad, Robert C. ”Bobby” Jones, spoke of the footprints in the cement many times 
throughout his life.  He told us that when he was ten years (he was born in 1919) the Lincoln 
Highway was being paved thru the main street of Ogden.  His family lived just a block south of the 
highway. 
	 Somehow Dad’s rat terrier, Tootsie, got on the north side of the newly paved road. He chased 
after Tootsie right thru the fresh pavement, leaving his footprints there to be remembered by his 
family and many Ogden residents over the years. While the footprints look like that of an older 
person, the family was very poor and Dad wore all of his older brother’s hand-me-downs, including 
shoes. I’ve always loved that story and I truly believe those are little Bobby Jones’ footprints. 
	 Thank you for taking the time to hear our version of those famous footprints.

L

Reed-Niland Corner Update
By Sandii Huemann-Kelly, Colo

	 Volunteer (and new Story County Consul) Carroll 
Stokesbary opened the restored Reed-Niland station on 
Halloween night and invited Trick-or-Treaters to stop by.  We 
were delighted to see about 100 revelers. Carroll played 
Charlie Reed, longtime station proprietor of Reed’s Gas Station 
in Colo.
	 A second paranormal investigation was conducted 
at Reed-Niland Corner recently. The follow-up by Eastern 
Iowa Paranormal gathered more interesting data on 
activity at the cafe and station. Case files are posted on 
easterniowaparanormal.com
	 At the end of the year, Niland’s Cafe and Colo Motel will 
be on holiday break, closing at 2:00 PM on Sunday, December 
17 and reopening Tuesday,. January 2, 2018 at 6:30 AM.

L

Due to space constraints, October’s meeting 
minutes are available on our website. 
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though, it was evident that Kingsley no longer 
had the wherewithal to complete the work. 
The supervisors declared Kingsley in default of 
the contract, and in December 1916, settled 
with the bonding company and contracted with 
other firms for his unfinished work. Kingsley’s 
difficulties in fulfilling his obligations are not 
revealed in the historic record, and his name 
quickly passed from county bridge building 
circles. 
	 Yet, Kingsley did leave a lasting legacy 
by building the Lincoln Highway Bridge in Tama. 
Constructed in 1915, three years after the 
formation of the Lincoln Highway Association, 
the bridge is representative of efforts by local 
officials in order to promote automobile travel 
to encourage economic development. In recent 
years, following a relocation of U.S. Highway 30, 
the bridge has served to carry local traffic. 
	 Although for contractor Paul Kingsley 
the Lincoln Highway Bridge represented the 
beginning of the end, for the town of Tama it 
commemorated the town’s place on the nation’s 
first transcontinental highway, with the traffic 
commerce that accompanied it. When the 
route was first plotted in 1913, the citizens of 
Tama and the surrounding area immediately 
recognized its importance. “We can scarcely 
estimate the travel this national road will induce,” 
the Traer Star-Clipper stated in November 1913. 
“Millions have already been pledged toward 
it and every state it spans is at work planning 
construction. All along the 3,000 miles, work is 
in progress. This will probably become the best 
long distance auto road in the United States. 

Continued from Tama Bridge Builder
Fortunate indeed is Tama County to have it pass 
through her entire length.” 
	 The highway was routed through the small 
town of Tama, along Fifth Street at the town’s 
eastern edge. When in 1915 the county planned a 
small bridge to carry the Lincoln Highway over Mud 
Creek in Tama, the county supervisors opted to add 
architectural expression to the otherwise typical 
concrete slab structure, as a means to distinguish the 
bridge from the hundreds of others [adapted from 
Fraser 1990.]
	 Kinglsey also built the Melan Bridge in 
Lyon County, in Emma Sater Park near Rock 
Rapids, and the Hawkeye Highway Branch South 
Fork Catfish Creek Bridge in Dubuque County.
	 Trying to find out more about the man, I 
found a Paul Newberry Kingsley who was born 
in 1888 in Clayton County, Iowa (Strawberry 
Point.) He was the nephew of Byron W. 
Newberry, an attorney from Strawberry Point. 
Newberry served from 1902-1924 in the State 
Legislature. The nephew, Kingsley, does not 
surface again until in an obituary where his title 
is Col. Paul N. Kingsley, who served in the Army 
during World War I and II.  He died in 1966 
and is buried in San Francisco. He has several 
children including a son, Paul N. Kingsley, Jr., who 
lives in Sacramento but was born in Dubuque 
County, Iowa in 1926.
	 Apparently the Army was Mr. Kingsley’s 
choice after the bridge building business did not 
pan out for him. We are so glad that of the few 
he did complete, the historic Lincoln Highway 
Bridge in Tama was one of them! 

L
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Youngville Update
By Mike Kelly, Benton Co. Consul

         Youngville Café, 
located at Lincoln 
Highway and Hwy. 
218,  wrapped up 
the season with the 
November 14th 
board meeting. By all 
accounts, 2017 was a 
record-breaking year 
with record number 
of guests for lunch–
including an all time 
record of 124
guests in one day! We have a new limited edition 
(only 100 produced) Red Wing commemorative 
crocks. The crocks are $35 and are available 
in Newhall at KSS Accounting, located at 102 
Railroad St. W, and in Colo at Niland’s Cafe. 
Contact Mike Kelly for more information 
and shipping requests. He can be reached at 
videoportraitsofiowa@gmail.com and (319) 573-
5711.
	 Looking ahead to 2018 and beyond, we 
are considering some events similar to the Roll-
Ins at Reed-Niland Corner. The new board of  
Youngville is filled and ready to take on every 
challenge and opportunity with vigor. The board 
will meet in January, February, and March signaling 
a commitment to assuring Youngville’s future and 
legacy.  As chair of the newly formed membership 
committee, I want to personally thank the Iowa 
Lincoln Highway Association and members for 
over 20 years of support. Community support 
(financial and moral) is critical for Lincoln 
Highway landmarks to establish their standing and 
importance to our historic landscape. Membership 
rates are $10 per year or $200 for Lifetime 
membership.  All Life members will be recognized 
on our new donor board. Join the ranks of 
Youngville Highway Historians! You can send 
checks to Youngville Highway History Association 
PO Box 401 Newhall, IA 52315.

L

Shout Out to Rider Magazine 
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coordinator

Prairie Rivers of Iowa

	 Clement Salvadori, a noted writer for 
Rider Magazine, a publication for motorcyclists, 
wrote about the Lincoln Highway in Iowa in the 
Fall 2017 quarterly edition of Favorite Rides and 
Destinations.
	 He started his trip in Illinois but 
crossed the Mississippi River north of Clinton, 
taking Highway 64 to his first destination: the 
Motorcycle Museum in Anamosa. Using this route, 
he started several miles north of the Lincoln 
Highway. He then traveled south to Marshalltown 
and followed the Lincoln Highway to Ames and 
Glidden, then on to Arcadia, Denison, and Missouri 
Valley. He gave nice information about Merle Hay 
from Glidden, one of the first two soldiers to die 
in World War I, and Donna Reed from Dension, a 
Hollywood actress. 
	 Salvadori then wanted to bypass the traffic 
in Council Bluffs/Omaha so he headed to the 
bridge at California Junction to cross over the 
Missouri River into Blair, NE.  He does promise 
to come back to Iowa though, because “the lady 
at the Missouri Valley Welcome Center has him 
convinced the Loess Hills are really something to 
see!” Could that be our own Kathy Dirks? 
	 Side trips excused, we love it when 
all modes of transportation enjoy the Lincoln 
Highway!       

L

AMY MUIR
owner and stylist 

	
amygale204@gmail.com

515.738.2252
	

201 1/2 MAIN ST. East 
Grand Junction, Iowa
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Clinton County Update
By Cathie Nichols, Clinton County Consul

	 The Winsther Motel in DeWitt is 
interested in doing a Lincoln Highway themed 
room this spring (they are an original Lincoln 
Highway motel in town).  I will contact the owner 
in the spring to design it.   Anyone who has 
something that might help decorate this room or 
any ideas, please contact me.  
 	 The Clinton County Board of Supervisors 
will meet in January for budget allocations.  I 
hope to get them to fund the Limestone Bluffs 
Regional Cultural Council ($2000/year), so that it 
(LBRCC) can help us write grants for the Lincoln 
Highway park between Calamus and Wheatland.  
We can also apply to the Lincolnway Foundation in 
DeWitt, which awards grants for projects in rural 
Clinton County.  
	 The last piece to get nailed down on 
the park project is a piece of land adjacent to 
the 1928 highway, which contains a portion of 
1920 pavement on the original 1913 route.  The 
owners of this land do not want to sell it, but 
might consider leasing it to us for the park if we 
can reassure them they won’t be liable for injuries.  
I’m trying to get this worked out—any legal help 
would be greatly appreciated.  For those who 
didn’t attend the conference, this park is proposed 
for an abandoned two mile stretch of the 1928 
Lincoln with three original bridges.  It would 
include a picnic area, a walking trail, overlook for 
a view of two bridge sites over the Wapsipinicon 
River, and interpretive signage.  Since being closed, 
this stretch of the LH has become neglected and 
overgrown.  Help us save it before it’s too late!  
 	 There was a request to donate/lend a 
Lincoln Highway marker to the Wisecup Farm 
Museum in Missouri Valley, Harrison County.  
DeWitt has two on display at the Central 
Community Historical Museum, and one broken 
one (just the head) in storage at the wastewater 
treatment plant.  It was the consensus of members 
that we would lend this marker to Wisecup’s, 
which is on the old LH, and that they would 
restore it and replace the post.  The DeWitt city 
council is to decide if they will lend the marker, and 
as of this date they haven’t met yet to discuss it.

L

LHHB Update
By Jan Gammon, LHHB Coordinator

Prairie Rivers of Iowa 

	 As of this writing, we do not know 
if we will receive the funding from ArtPlace 
America, but perhaps by the time you receive this 
newsletter, we will. This is for a large restoration, 
art, oral history, interpretation, and electric 
charging station project at Youngville, Reed-
Niland, and Preston’s Station. We will be sending 
out press releases regarding this when we are 
notified.
	 The Byway signs in Grand Mound have 
been corrected. City staff moved them to the 
correct location and Don Kent, the Grand Mound 
Historical society, and City of Grand Mound 
are very pleased. Now on to Ralston for that 
correction once the DOT gets a new batch of 
signs in!    
	 We have applied for other grants for 
smaller projects and will be sure to keep you 
informed as they are funded. We are working with 
the City of Tama to acquire the remaining funds 
necessary to restore and repair the Tama Lincoln 
Highway Bridge. 

L

State Center Sesquicentennial 
By Harlan Quick

	 Get your copy 
of the Sesquicentennial 
History of State 
Center, written by 
Harlan Quick and 
edited by Marcia 
Quick. Copies are $10 
and shipping is $5. 
Make checks payable 
to State Center 
Historical Society, P O 
Box 634, State Center, 
IA 50247.    

L
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Mystery Place
By Mike Kelly

       If you think you can identify the Mystery Place, send an 
email to lincolnhighway@prrcd.org or call 515-232-0048. Call 
with the correct information and we will take your name and 
contact information. We then will hold a random drawing for a 
winner to receive a 2013 Iowa Lincoln Highway Map Pack! This 
is to accommodate for the varying time and travel the postal 
system can take and to give all a fair try.

This Issue’s Mystery Place

	 On an original (nonpaved) section of 
the Lincoln Highway, this small outbuilding 
matches the main structure on the site. 
This property is now privately owned but 
once was a common institution found 
throughout the land. Said institution 
usually lends its name to the road it is on.

	 Congratulations to Anne Reinhardt of 
Keystone, Iowa! She correctly guessed last 
issue’s Mystery Place. The photo featured 
the steps to Florence Lyman’s home in 
Belle Plaine, Iowa.  

© Mike Kelly

Last Issue’s Mystery Place

Transcontinental Exhibition in Marion
By Lynnette Brenzel

	 Marian Heritage Center and Museum opened 
a new exhibition called Good Roads: Bicycles, 
Motorcycles &  Automobiles on the Transcontinental 
Routes that will run until April 29, 2018.
	 Long before it became part of the famous 
Lincoln Highway, the roadway loop through 
downtown Marion hosted scores of transcontinental 
automobile races, bicyclists, and famous tourists. 
By foot, bicycle, motorcycle, automobile, and truck, 
Marion witnessed and helped put our nation’s first 
transcontinental road on the map. This exhibition 
tells the story of these travelers, their mishaps and 
adventures, their discoveries and endurance, from 
1879 to 1919. See vintage bicycles, motorcycles, and 
Linn County’s 2nd automobile. 
	 The vintage car is on loan from the State 
Historical Society and the bicycles from Hall Bicycles  
in Cedar Rapids. Stop by the museum at 590 10th 
St, open Wednesday through Sunday, 1:00-4:00 PM.  
For more information, contact Lynette Brenzel at 
marionheritage@marionhistoricalsociety.org. 

L



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association
P.O. Box 224
Grand Junction, Iowa 50107

Content Sneak Peek:  Articles about the rise and fall of the Tama Bridge builder, a new 
exhibition in Marion, a shout out Rider Magazine, a mystery place winner, and more!

FIRST CLASS

www.iowalincolnhighway.org

Place 
Stamp 
Here

The next ILHA meeting will be 
January 13, 2018 in State Center, Iowa at the Community Hall.

Refreshments at 9:00 AM business meeting to follow.
	 Driving directions to the January ILHA meeting at the State Center Community Hall above 
City Hall at 118 W Main Street: If coming from either the east or the west on Highway 30, take the 
main exit into State Center on County Road S52 and head north to West Main St and turn right 
(east). Head east for 2 ½ blocks. City Hall will be on your right (south side of street.) The meeting 
is upstairs. Enter on the east side of the building. There is an elevator inside that will take you to 
the 2nd floor or you can take the inside stairs.   

Upcoming Iowa LHA Meetings 
January 13, 2018: State Center, Business
April 14, 2018:  Cedar County, General 
July 14, 2018:  Location TBD, Business
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