
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 

April 12, 9:30 AM 
Belle Plaine Area Museum 

Belle Plaine, Iowa  
 

Welcome and Introductions:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:40 by Mary Preston, President. Those in attendance:  
President- Mary Preston 
Secretary- Jan Gammon 
Treasurer: Joyce Ausberger 
State Director: Dean Parr 
Cedar County: Joe Goodlove 
Benton County Consul: Mike Kelly 
Linn County: Rex Martin 
Marshall County Consul: Harlan Quick 
Story County Consul: Jan Gammon 
Boone County Consul: John Fitzsimmons 
Greene County Consul: Joyce Ausberger  
 
Others: Garry Hevalow, Bob Ausberger, Bill Sankot, Mark Walton, Verlyn Strellner, Van Becker, Bev 
Becker, Sandra Huemann-Kelly, Jennifer Morrison (virtually), Shellie Orngard, and Jeanie Hau.  
 

 The report was emailed earlier and copies available at the meeting. Garry 
Hevalow moved to accept the minutes and Dean Parr seconded. Motion carried. 
 

: Joyce Ausberger reported there is $6,187.99 in checking. We are getting $5 
from nationals for every lifetime member.  The Jeff Benson Fund in Story County Foundation gives 
us 5% each year. In March, we received $1,652.93. 
 
Membership Report: Dean Parr has removed anyone not renewing by January 2024 off the 
membership list. We went down from 52 to 34 Iowa members (loss of 18), gained a lifetime 
member, and down 12 National members. In total, we are down 29 members. Dean created 144 
mailing labels for the newsletter, 104 mailed through USPS and 40 by email. Mary Helen Preston 
will continue to put something in the newsletter to encourage people to get it electronically. 
 
State Director Report: Dean Parr said most of the national call was about the 2026 conference to 
be held in Pennsylvania near Philadelphia. It might be in York, PA. Since it will be in the east, it 

Ausberger, Jeanie Hau, Shellie Orngard, Jennifer Morrison, Lyell and Gretchen Henry, and John 
Fitzsimmons are going so far. The registration form was in the last Forum.      
 
The brick pavers sold are ready for installation at the national headquarters in Illinois, but no one 
has been hired to do that work yet. Volunteers there are quite elderly, so will take some younger, 
stronger people. 
 



National is working on getting more visibility through the Lincoln Highway Movie and links on Brian 
 

 
Old Business:  Clinton and Pottawattamie County Consul positions are still open. Bill, in Crawford, 
might have a lead on someone for Pottawattamie. Kathy Dirks, Harrison County Consul, is retiring 
from her Welcome Center position this summer. Mary Helen Preston sent an email to her asking if 
the new person replacing her will be taking on the Consul position as well.    
 
County Consul Reports:     
 
Clinton: Joe Goodlove said there is some road work being done near Wheatland in the swampy 
area. Jeanie Hau reported that the DOT is spending $26 million to create a Super 2 highway 
(sporadic passing lanes) rather than $125 million for a 4-lane. This does not make Highway 30 
Coalition happy.     
 
Cedar: Joe Goodlove says the DOT has repaved the route from Lisbon to Stanwood. The town of 
Clarence has resurfaced the in-town portion so the original part with rocks will be gone.  
Mechanicsville is starting a museum and asked Joe for Lincoln Highway memorabilia. If you have 

  
 
Linn: Rex Martin reported the west side Maid-rite is closed. Rex has looked for other Lincoln 
Highway markers. He looked at the old Hillside Cabin Court for any LH remnants and found 
possible evidence of foundations for early cabins. The site has been made into a trailer park, but 
most of the homes there are either uninhabitable or in disrepair. 
 
The Marion Historical Museum has a one-room schoolhouse display until April 26. Tomorrow they 
will have a speaker and chili feed.      
 
Benton: Mike Kelly shared the Youngville will open late May/early June. Again, they will be open 1 
day a week. Mr. Hanke will continue as the president but resigned his cook position. A new 
volunteer will take his place. The grant Mike got for painting and improvements at the site has been 
completed. They ran into some problems, so some of grant money was approved to address those 
issues. Exterior painting was completed, but not all of what was hoped for. They are having a hard 
time finding insurance that will cover the restaurant. Dean Parr needs to confirm a mailing address 
for the ILHA newsletter. 
 

restoring the 
station and garage. Garling Construction has given one bid, but she would like more to compare. 
Mary and Garry have raised nearly $100,000 personally and are ready to start restoration estimated 
at $200,000. She sells brick pavers as a fundraiser. They will be put at the east end of the property 
along with the interpretive panel Prairie Rivers had created. She has some leads on grants. 
 

Main Street has a few new businesses. King Theater is under new ownership, and it is 
up and running. The train station was sold to someone, but what is happening there has been done 
under the radar.       
       
Tama: Jeanie Hau said Dollar General has been built and is open for business. The road that will go 
around the Lincoln Highway Bridge has started construction. Catherine Ollendieck, Tama County 



Economic Development Director, has put together a task force to help move forward as a 
pedestrian bridge. State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) told Jeanie Hau the deck can be 
replaced, but the bridge cannot be widened to continue the listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP). The Tama Board of Supervisors do not want the County Engineer to inspect 
the bridge. Economic Development is losing its funding July 1st.  The group is trying to figure out how 
to get a new inspection as the last one is not valid due to time expiration. Garry Hevalow suggested 
the Corps of Engineers look at it as they have authority over all bodies of water and this bridge goes 
over a creek.   
 

 gas station in Montour, owned by an LLC that includes Bob and Joyce Ausberger, has come 
quite a long way. 
and it was installed on the roof. A Phillip 66 metal sign is on a pole on the north side of the station. 
Metal siding has been repaired and some has been replaced. Bob Ausberger curtailed work for the 
winter but will start back up again and continue with siding and window/door work.  Bob has some 
pumps that will be installed out front. He is trying to re
centennial book. 
 

a suggestion that we mark where it happened at 
the east side of Montour. Joyce Ausberger said it once was marked, but new electric poles were put 
in and the marker gone. There is an interpretive panel about Ostermann installed in the nearby 
cemetery and created by Prairie Rivers a few years ago.            
 
Marshall: Harlan Quick reported the City of State Center plans to tear down the historic Opera 
House/Masonic Hall Building on the east side of Main Street to make room for a major addition to 
the fires station next door. The Opera House dates back to 1890. 
 
The 67th Annual State Center Rose Festival will be held Thursday, June 22 through Sunday, June 
26th. The Rose Queen Talent Show starts off the weekend with coronation, live music, and 
fireworks. Saturday is the parade, car show, finals of the Kansas City BBQ competition. Sunday is 
an ecumenical service, State Center firefighter Waterball Fights. During the weekend, there will 
also be a craft and vendor show, food, and Extreme Fun Zone for the kids.  
 
Marshalltown the Courthouse Square.  Featured 
is a memorial to the 9/11 Tower of Voices in Pennsylvania, which was erected to honor the 40 Flight 
93 passengers and crew members who gave their lives by attacking the hijackers on their plane, 
bringing it down before the plane could cause more death and destruction on 9/11. The tower can 
be seen from the historic Lincoln Highway which runs along Main Street in front of the Courthouse. 
 

between State and Church Streets this phase will be to impr
utilities and will ls until mid-August when the road will be reopened 
 
Jeanie Hau shared that the LH marker on the Marshall County Courthouse may be moved to 
accommodate an Arts Alliance project that has been in the works for 6 years. Jeanie suggests that 
ILHA write a letter asking the marker stay in its position as many books/websites list the location 
and people do drive to see it. Bricks and trolley rails were found on Center St- what can we do to 
preserve these? It was suggested that the marker location be preserved first and perhaps use the 



bricks as a bargaining chip. They could use the bricks at a nearby location. There is a meeting every 
Wednesday on the courthouse lawn with the engineers.              
  
Story: Jan Gammon shared the May 10th date for Pizza Pie Looza in Nevada. Musical groups will be 
Terri Clark, Blackhawk, and special guest Bryan White. The stage is near the LH/JH park outside the 
city hall. It will be a day of food, fun, and music. 
 
The City of Colo is looking to sell the Reed-Niland Corner. They currently have ICap insurance 
(common for cities)  that will not insure the new fire truck for replacement value. The insurance 
company they are hoping to change to accommodate replacement value will not insure them if 
they have the restaurant and motel. The motel and restaurant is being managed and rented by 
Kelsey Reed (no relation to the original owners). She is operating at a profit and has no debt. 
Everyone wants the café and motel continue to operate under her direction.   
 
A task force has been created to perhaps create a new 501c3 to take ownership and continue to 
rent to the current concessionaire. The city does not want to do maintenance on the property 
anymore. The city will look at current needs and get those resolved. This new group could 
aggressively apply for grants. The City also deemed the property a local historic district. Shellie 
Orngaard will help them with the process of getting SHPO to recognize it as a local district, which 
could then lead to a National Register listing. 
         
Boone: John Fitzsimmons reported there were once 2 arches that were 
scrapped for metal during WWII. One was at the corner of Mamie and Story and the other by 9th St. 
The one at 9th is going to be replaced. If you want to donate, contact the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The Mamie Eisenhower Home is open on Saturdays for tours. John Says the museum downtown is 
hanging on. The new Railroad Cart Rides are open for the season. 
    
Greene: Joyce Ausberger said Jefferson Matters (Main Street program) was one of three Main 
Streets who won a Great American Main Street Award this year, A group from Jefferson traveled to 
Pennsylvania to accept the award. They won for their work with the Mahanay Bell Tower, rooftop 
art, and 3 restored alleys. Joyce also said the JC Penny building is being restored with new brick. 
 
Bob and Joyce have a neon sign from an Ames motel that they hope to have restored. They applied 
for a grant to do that work, create a brochure, and create an interpretive panel. They did not get the 
grant. The estimate to repair the neon was $10,000.   
 
Carroll: Barbara Hackfort sent in a report saying the picnic table and signs at the M&M Divide 
survived the winter, but the large tree was damaged and taken down. The cement trash can was hit 
by a semi in the last snowstorm and was left in pieces, The county has replaced it, but no decision 
on the tree yet. Looks rather bleak there now. 
 
Adam Schweers, head of the Highway 30 Coalition spoke to the Carroll County Board of 
Supervisors, urging them to support the expansion of Highway 30 to a four-lane between Ogden 
and Carroll. Barbara did not know about the meeting ahead of time, but she will email the BOS 
about it. One of the talking points was a 4-lane would make it easier for truckers to travel through 
Carroll. The city has already removed stoplights at two intersections- one at the main business 
intersection and the other at the intersection where the museum is located, impeding business 



traffic and the safety of pedestrians. Barbara understands the plight of the truckers with the many 
stoplights in town and hills, but feels the LH is the Main Street of America and should be treated 
and valued as such with perhaps a truck route around town. When Barabara talked to the city 
about removing the two stoplights, she was told to just use 5th and 7th Streets instead.    

 
Crawford: Bill Bruce emailed in a report saying he did talk with the local chamber about the LHA 
car tour coming through this summer. The Chamber will work with local merchants to create a real 

stop for those traveling through the area.   
 
Harrison: Kathy Dirks emailed in a report as she is working at the Welcome Center today. The 
detour between Denison and Dows City for bridge work started March 31st and is expected to be in 
in place until late September. If you take the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway route, you avoid it. 

 (
posted something recently on FB, so we think it s open!) 
 
Harrison County plans for another season of community events and another busy tourism season. 
Kathy has decided to retire as program manager of the Harrison County Historical Village and 
Welcome Center. Her last day is not set in stone, but it will be no later than June30, 2025. Kim 
Crispin has been hired as her replacement and has worked in Harrison County her whole life. She is 
busy learning all there is to know about the Welcome Center operation- co-manger of the Welcome 
Center Farmers Marker, gift shop buyer, day-to-day activities of the WC and museum, learning 
about the Lincoln Highway, Loess Hills, and Western Skies byways, tourism in Iowa, and the list 
goes on.  
 
Pottawattamie; No report. 
 
Prairie Rivers of Iowa: Shellie Orngard shared her report on National Register of Historic Places 
sites. She documented the condition state of the properties and what properties could be 
nominated for listing. This 65-page document will be available through a link posted on the PRI 
website. If you want a printed copy, they will be $35 and printed on-demand only.  
 
Jeanie Hau said the traveling exhibit will be in Logan for a time. If you know of other places, let her 
know.  
  
The Seedling Mile Kiosk in Linn County will not be done for the June car tour, but hopefully by 
September. Linn County Historical Commission did add LH signs to the Seedling Mile signs. 
The City of Clinton has made a purchase, sale, and development agreement with HOBO 
Renewable Diesel. The City would have 39 acres left at the Rail Park Hobo south of Atlas Roofing in 
a private-public venture. 
 
Jeanie is working on developing a plan to fund the LH audio tour app and create a map for the 
website.  National Scenic Byway Foundation has a new map app that they are adding to the Travel 
Byways website. All of the maps do different things.         
 
IDOT Byways Program Manager, Emily Whaley wants to meet with each byway coordinator at 
locations along the byway. Jeanie is planning on Moss/Gregory Markers, the bridges loop, through 
Colo, and the LH Bridge in Tama. Replacement DOT Byway signs have not been put out for bid yet.     
 



Old Business:  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 
New Business: None. 
 
Adjournment: Garry Hevalow moved to adjourn: Jan Gammon seconded. Motion carried and the 
meeting adjourned at 12:02 PM.   
 
Lunch at Fire Box on Main St- 813 12th St 
 
Next Meetings:  

  
  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 


