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Celebrate Spring and the Lincoln Highway in
Boone.

Boone will be the site of the Spring 2000 meeting of the lowa LHA, to be held Saturday, April 15th
(not the 8th as earlier planned). Members and non-members alike are invited to the Boone County
Historical Center, 602 Story St., with coffee and conversation commencing at 9:00 am, and the
business portion of the meeting kicking off at 9:30. Important LH sites abound in Boone County,
and after lunch there will be a bus tour visiting attractions like the long abandoned Nic-O-Let
amusement park, the stone pilings of the old Rose Ferry Bridge, and more. Participants in the
afternoon tour are advised to wear comfortable hiking shoes for traipsing through the new spring
foliage.

UPCOMING EVENTS

15 April —State General Membership Meeting. Boone. 9:00 am.
19-21 May —Lincoln Highway Bridge Festival. Tama.

14-17 June —LHA National Conference. New Jersey.

8 July —lowa LHA Board of Directors Meeting. Marshalltown.

7 October—lowa LHA Open Membership Meeting. Pottawattamie County. Mark your calendars
now!

13-16 June 2001 —LHA National Conference. Grand Island, Nebraska.

June 2002 —LHA National Conference, California Here We Come!



Mitigation Measures Reached for Seedling Mile.

by Jeff Benson

After nearly two years of discussion the lowa Lincoln Highway Association, Linn County Engineer’s
Office, lowa Department of Transportation and lowa State Historic Preservation Office are in the
process of finalizing measures to mitigate damage to the Seedling Mile expected from a proposed
road improvement project.

The Seedling Mile is part of Mt. Vernon road in Linn County. It is one of the original concrete
sections created to promote paving of the Lincoln Highway. Though eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places, changes to the width, ditches, slopes and grades of the road
will render it ineligible, according to the lowa State Historic Preservation Office.

Mitigation measures will include:

¢ Inclusion of design modifications to reduce grade changes and right-of-way
widening in some cases.

e Concrete paving for the Seedling Mile section to help identify it by contrast with
the color of the asphalt paving on the rest of the road.

e Saw cuts parallel to the edge of the roadway at a width of nineteen feet six inches
to give a sense of the original pavement width.

e Signs designating the Seedling Mile at both ends.

e A publication documenting the historical resource with narrative, photographs,
maps and illustrations, with 1500 copies distributed at no cost.

e Stipulations for further review should unknown archaeological artifacts be
discovered during construction.

At its January meeting, the ILHA Board of Directors voted to “concur reluctantly” with these
measures. In its letter to the other parties to the agreement, the ILHA stated:

“It is unnecessary and tragic to lose such a large portion of the historic asset that the
Lincoln Highway represents, especially at a time when the FHWA encourages context-
sensitive design to preserve cultural resources while providing for public safety.
Preservation in this case is even more important in light of the recent destruction of the
Happy Valley Service Station, which in August 1998 we proposed as a possible
interpretive site. . . Because we were invited in to the design process and because
through the Memorandum of Agreement the county agrees to some design
improvement and to mitigate for the loss of the historic resource, the Board of Directors
of the lowa Lincoln Highway Association on January 8 voted to concur reluctantly in the
Memorandum of Agreement.”

The letter went on to propose that the lowa DOT sponsor a statewide conference for county and
state engineers on design measures to preserve historic roads and roadside resources. The letter



called this conference “especially timely as the lowa D. O. T. completes rebuilding and improving U.
S. 30 across the eastern half of the state, much of which is in close proximity to or part of the
historic Lincoln Highway. It is in the spirit of improving the success of such projects in the future
that we concur with the Memorandum.”

In order for the road improvement project to proceed using federal funds, the Federal Highway
Administration must also agree to these mitigation measures, which is now in process. The ILHA
Board will keep members updated with regular reports in these pages. L

Reed/Niland’s Corner and Woodbine Receive
Grants.

On January 11, 2000, the lowa Department of Transportation Commission awarded the
Reed/Niland’s Corner of the Colo Development Group $252,000 to continue the preservation and
restoration of this historic roadside “one-stop” on the Lincoln Highway in Colo. Although the
Commission turned down the request of the City of Woodbine for $980,000 to assist with rebuilding
the longest remaining original brick section of the Lincoln Highway in lowa, in December the
Region 18 Planning Affiliation awarded Woodbine $300,000 toward the project.

The funding for the Reed/Niland’s Corner project came from the portion of federal transportation
funding (commonly called “TEA-21") designated for transportation enhancement projects, such as
scenic preservation, trail development, landscaping and historic resource preservation. This project
is funded from a $4 million pool of funds for projects in lowa of statewide significance for the fiscal
year beginning in October 2000.

This grant will go toward restoring the service station to its appearance in the early 1930s. The
one-stop operated from 1923 until the 1960s and also includes a café, tourist cabins and a motel,
all of which will be preserved in future projects. The Committee will also be raising $108,000 for
matching funds for the current project. Those who wish to help can write, phone, or email:

Colo Development Group

PO Box 294

Colo, IA 50056

(515) 377-2238; colocity@netins.net

The funding for the Woodbine project comes from the TEA-21 federal transportation funding
designated for projects of regional significance. The Woodbine brick section is 3600 feet long and
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, according to lowa State Historic Preservation



Office staff. The project will include rehabilitation of some utilities under the street and removal and
relaying of existing brick pavers on a new subgrade and paver base, as well as historic lighting and
other related work.

The total budget is $3.3 million. The City and the committee working on this project are now
seeking alternative funding for the project. The City has already committed $400,000 to the project
and the committee has agreed to raise an additional $400,000. Those who wish to help can
contact:

City of Woodbine
515 Walker Street
Woodbine, lowa 51579-1262

Ramblings Along the Lincoln Highway.

Minutes of the Winter 2000 lowa LHA
General Membership Meeting
Ames, lowa.

8 January 2000.

Submitted by Norma Berns, Secretary.

President Jeff Benson welcomed the LHA members and guests. Three new members were
introduced: Bill Paeth from Cedar Rapids, Bob Stinson from Des Moines, and Larry Forney from
Colo.

Joyce Ausberger gave a report on Grants in Bob’s absence. Woodbine got $225,000 from
Regional IST Grant for their brick streets. City is going to pay one third of it. Total project cost is
$3,317,000.

DOT is going to be doing work in the next five years on U.S. 30 from Carroll to Clinton, which could
have a large negative or positive impact on the LH. The importance of the LH could be threatened
by the DOT projects.

In fall 2000, we will be electing new officers, a president and president-elect. All members are
eligible to nominate and to serve.

Purpose of discussion today is to find out what projects are most important, who wants to be
involved, and how to support each other and the LH. Jeff provided papers on “Issues for the ILHA.”
Issues are as follows:



POLITICS

Road Improvements and Preserving the Lincoln. Members should review and get involved in the
county planning sessions. Meet with the DOT and Co. Supervisors. Go to public meetings. Find out
what’s going on and express opinions.

Bridge in Clinton Co.: how much integrity does bridge have? Is it urgent? Who'’s willing to work on
it? Meet with them before controversy gets rolling.

It would be nice to have green historic signs along LH.
CURRENT PROJECTS

Ann Schoonover, Youngville Station project leader, has asked for help from 3 State
Power Co. Lyell Henry, Linn County Director, will help Ann in her Youngville exhibit.

Preserving LH through Scranton discussed.

Youngville Station will open this spring.

Lion’s Club Tree Park in Greene County will get rolling this spring.
FUTURE PROJECTS

Select special projects for specific funding support.

Get more local support from Supervisors, City Councils and newspapers.

Pole painting.
MEMBERSHIP

Cecil Stewart will send 1998 dropout members to each director. He will
investigate postage and e-mail addresses.

Paul Walker should headline lowa projects on the ILHA website.

Members should send Paul stories for newsletter.: clippings and current news.
PUBLICATIONS

Map packs are $10, mailed out or in shop.

Should we sell publications of historic places, etc? The Cedar County Historical
Society has published a book of stories pertinent to Cedar County. $10.00

Banners need replacing with better color preservation. [See page 5]
COLLECTIONS

Where should the lowa LHA keep and store LH memorabilia and LH collections in
the interim until a building is made available? State or National? Franklin Grove,



IL? Lyell Henry will investigate.

The Memorandum of Agreement of Linn County’s proposed Mt. Vernon Road widening and
resurfacing project of the Seedling Mile/Lincoln Highway Historic District was read and
discussed. The DOT stated that they would respect the ILHA’s wishes, but would implement
their planned reconstruction.

Jeff Benson, co-President, drew up a letter for the group to vote on and agree to send it to
the DOT. Much discussion after a majority voted affirmative with 3 dissenting votes. It was
decided that Jeff would rewrite the letter, using stronger verbiage.

The meeting adjourned at noon, and participants strolled to downtown Ames to different
eateries, stopping along the way at the Story Center to visit the exhibit, “Mud Road to
Miracle Mile: The Lincoln Highway in Story County.”

Reconvening at 1:15, an overflow crowd met at the Ames Library meeting room for a
presentation by Joe Harper, describing the exciting Reed/Niland’s Corner restoration project
in Colo and Lyell Henry’s presentation on the development of roadside accommodations on
the Lincoln Highway. A newspaper announcement of the LH presentations is credited with
the large number of local attendees and lowa LHA members at the afternoon sessions,
resulting in a wonderful meeting and day! L

Where Have All the Markers Gone?
Gone to California.

by Van Becker

The long-rumored, but never seen, missing Tama concrete highway marker finally showed
up last December, 1999, on eBay, the online Internet auction. Check out the photos. We may
never see it again. It is understood that this marker was only offered at auction to settle a
divorce or it would still be in hiding. This original marker is in good shape except for a few
cracks in the lower post. The required minor repairs will be underground and unseen when
remounted. Yes, the medallion was present and the directional arrow was straight up. The
seller apparently did not know the original 1928 location, but it was believed to be in the
Tama-Toledo area.




How does a Lincoln Highway Association marker do at auction? | opened the bidding at
$100 in the first few minutes of auction. That brave bid held for only about five hours of a full
seven-day auction period. Some familiar names flashed by as bidders. | didn't realize that
Carl Fisher could still bid, but his name appeared with a $500 bid. Almost a week later, the
auction passed the seller's reserve price (the minimum acceptable price to the seller),
believed to be $800 and sold/closed in the middle of the night for an incredible $960 to a
California buyer! Sadly, the new owner lives many miles off the Lincoln Highway. The buyer,
from San Luis Obispo, California must pick up or arrange the shipping himself. His prize is
stored in the Tama/Toledo area. No shipping was offered by the seller. Remember, these
markers weigh 300 pounds.

The accompanying photos will be included in our chapter's list of markers with the note of
when it left the state for California. It is disappointing that the historic significance is
diminished by removing this marker from lowa. Because of the price paid, the new owner
must be a Highway enthusiast. However, he is not listed on the latest LHA membership
roster. The new owner, when contacted by The Des Moines Register, said he felt a bit guilty
about his purchase as he felt the marker should be in a Lincoln museum. He recalled
childhood stories from his mother and grandparents of journeys on the Lincoln Highway in
Pennsylvania. As he is an antique collector, the marker will be placed with other antique
mementos of his family's history.

The Lincoln Highway ran all the way to California. Now our marker has too. $960, WOW!
What aride! L

National LHA Has Website.

The lowa LHA has been on-line since 1996 with a comprehensive website catering to
Lincoln Highway enthusiasts everywhere. Now we are happy to announce that the website
for our national association is open for business.

For the past six months the Board of Directors has discussed initiating a serious internet
presence that would represent the national organization, and now it is a reality.

The goal was to keep it small—a sort of Lincoln Highway index that dispenses the essential
information of the LH, like history, important events, our mission, how to join, etc. Visitors
seeking more information are then encouraged to click to related LH sites.



You can visit the official website of the LHA at www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org. And while on-
line, be sure to check out these other good state sites that you may have missed:

OHIO: hometown.aol.com/LincolnHighway/OLHA.html
INDIANA: www.lincoln.tripod.com/
ILLINOIS: www.svonline.net/~lha/

UTAH: www.xmission.com/~pgrimes/lincoln.htm

New Banners Ready.

A fresh batch of red, white, and blue Lincoln Highway banners have been manufactured and
are now for sale. Made of a more durable grade of tough vinyl, the new set of lamppost
banners should last longer and be more colorfast than the last issue—which are five years
old and still “hanging in there” on city squares and roadways across the state.

Cost of a banner and bracket pack is $100, while the banner alone is $60 (used with your
existing bracket). Shipping and handling is $10. Direct your order to Joyce Ausberger. L

Outside lowa in the LHA.

From “Linc” Across Nebraska,
Nebraska Lincoln Highway Association

- The Site Selection Committee for the National LHA Conference met with hotel managers,
chambers of commerce, and visitors’ bureaus in several locations. Grand Island was
chosen for the Conference because of its location. We plan to take our east bus tour as far
as Omaha and our west bus tour as far as North Platte. [June 13-16, 2001]

From Land of Lincoln News,
lllinois Lincoln Highway Association.

The long awaited windmill was raised in Fulton last November 19th. Built in the Netherlands,
taken down, shipped by boat to Fulton [across the Mississippi River from Clinton IA] then
raised again by the original builders. It is to be a welcoming center and museum for the
Dutch town of Fulton and the Lincoln Highway as it enters lllinois.

We’ve been talking with Peter Youngman, Indiana Director, about a tour of eastern lllinois
and western Indiana. Early morning coffee in lllinois, visit places along the way, picnic
supper in Deep River, Indiana. The Ideal Section and Ostermann Memorial are in this area.
This would be in conjunction with the Indiana Chapter. Let us know if you are interested. L
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Summer Board Meeting at Marshall County Courthouse.

The summer meeting of the lowa LHA Board of Directors will be held at the 19th-century Marshall County Courthouse in
Marshalltown on Saturday, 8 July. Coffee and conversation commence at 9:00, with the business portion of the meeting
underway by 9:30. Everyone is welcome to attend. It will be held in the same room as the Summer 1998 meeting — make you
way to the south door of the Courthouse at Center and Main and the follow the signs. Space is reserved at Stone’s Restaurant for
lunch, under the 3rd Avenue viaduct, on the original Lincoln Highway.

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS

9 June—National Register of Historic Places Nominations, Review Committee meeting at 2:35 to consider Lowden’s Kreinbring
Phillips 66 gas station. State Historical Building, 600 East Locust, Des Moines, Classrooms A & B. Public invited.

10 June—Jefferson Bell Tower Festival

14-18 June—LHA National Conference. New Jersey.
17 June—State Center Rose Festival

18-24 June—Donna Reed Festival, Denison.

25-27 August—Lincoln Highway Days. Nevada, lowa.

7 October—Iowa LHA General Membership Meeting. Pottawattamie County. Election of Association President.

Welcome Aboard!

Hearty greetings to our newest members:

Eugene & Marlene Robinson Ames

John Pollock Madison WI
Joe Harper Colo
Carroll Chamber of

Carroll
Commerce
Tim and Pat Downs Tama
John Harvey Waterloo
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LH Golfathon and Reed/Niland Corner Tailgate Party.

The purpose of the Golfathon is three-fold: to promote the Reed/Niland Corner “One-Stop” Restoration Project on the Lincoln
Highway, provide a free meal to the community and project supporters, and raise additional dollars for the success of the
restoration project.

The Golfathon kicks off at 8:00 am on Friday, June 8, with two Colo golfers hitting alternate shots, starting at tee No. 1 at
Lincoln Valley Golf Course, next to the Lincoln Highway and east of State Center. They will be the only two golfers, and will
continue playing alternate shots along the Lincoln Highway to Reed/Niland Corner in Colo.

The Tailgate party will take place at Reed/Niland Corner, with a free lunch served from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. The public is
invited to participate in the meal and the special activities planned.

After lunch, the two golfers will continue west along the Lincoln to Nevada and on to Prairie View Golf Course located between
Nevada and Ames. The 21-mile Golfathon course will end at the No. 3 green at Prairie View. Consulting with golf superintendents
and professionals, par for the 21-mile Golfathon has been set at 555 strokes.

ILHA members can show support for the restoration project by pledging dollars for every stroke the two golfers shoot under par
for the 21-mile course. Contact Joe Harper to help out, 515-377-2449. L

Priorities for Politics, Projects and People.
by Jeffrey Benson

The beginning of a year, a century and a millennium seems like an appropriate time to pause to consider the past, present and
especially the future. Based on recent discussions with your Directors and others, the lowa Lincoln Highway Association has
accomplished much and has much more to accomplish. As we pass the presidential post on in the fall, here is our take on the
months and years ahead, which we think of in terms of politics, projects and people.
Politics:
Road Improvements and Preservation

The coming five to ten years may be the most significant ever in preserving the history of the Lincoln Highway.

The Towa DOT will be rebuilding much of U.S. Highway 30. Their five-year Transportation Improvement Plan includes other
projects that may impact the Lincoln Highway. With unprecedented sums of money now flowing into highway construction,
many Lincoln Highway segments that are now county or city roads will also be rebuilt

This could mean some resources will be lost. Or, with proper foresight and design, it could mean opportunities to preserve
historic resources and improve signs, access, and other help for visitors. To make the best of the future we must get involved with
the planning, which is happening now.

The following actions will help us move forward:

Meet with Jowa DOT officials to promote involvement in planning and design
Push Towa DOT to sponsor a context sensitive design conference

For these priority projects, have local members attend all public meetings:

o lowa Highway 131 in Belle Plaine east to E66 junction

o Bridges east of Stanwood and west of Calamus

o Possible city acquisition of Tama Bridge Park

o U.S. 30 from Missouri Valley to Logan in Harrison County

Develop specific preservation actions for each of these projects
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Projects:
Preservation, Restoration and Interpretation

We can make visitors’ experiences of the Lincoln Highway in Iowa second to none.

We have had success by coordinating with local groups on preservation, restoration and interpretation project grants. These
projects are part of our program of interpretive themes tied to interpretive sites across the state. Owing to this success, our
commitments to help raise required matching funds for these projects could reach $200,000 over the next three years. We need to
focus on these funded, ongoing projects:

Youngyville Station interpretive displays and staffing

Regional Interpretive Site at Lions Club Tree Park in Greene County

State Entry Interpretive Site in Harrison County

Books on bridge design in lowa and Lincoln Highway bridges

Canopy gas station in Lowden

First phase of the restoration of Reed/Niland Corner in Colo as a Regional Interpretive Sites.

Reconstruction and restoration of Woodbine’s brick section of the Lincoln

How can we support these projects?

Volunteer time for researching, writing, assembling, publicizing, mounting and staffing exhibits
Spread the word to build local support

Fund and install new tri-color banners to make the Lincoln more recognized

Sell our publications and other products to a wider audience

Seek out potential grant sources for matching funds and preparing applications

Identify likely charitable partners and people who can contact them

Get these partners meaningfully involved with our projects

Conduct coordinated local fund-raising events across the state

Organize a membership-wide fund raising campaign (mail and phone).

People: Membership Service, Expansion and Involvement

The Iowa Lincoln Highway Association is fortunate to have the largest state membership.

Achieving our goals will require strong and expanding membership. On the other hand, the visible and exciting projects above
can help fuel membership growth. Involving people in these projects breeds support and support breeds expansion and success at
achieving the organization’s goals. Some of the ways we can all help preserve and expand membership include:

Contacting potential renewing or new members

Communicating with current members to discover their interests

Connect members to local projects in their areas through local social events

Involving local members in the local projects, through writing or signing letters of support, providing volunteer hours and
organizing local project fund-raising events, booths at local festivals, articles or photos in local papers

Involving local members in the funding and installation of banners

Taking available brochures to local libraries, community centers, etc.

Asking local businesses to sell map packs (they can make $5 on each!)

Purchasing and donate map packs and books to local schools and libraries

Selling LHA products at local festivals and events

Volunteering this summer to be the new Secretary, Vice President/President-Elect or President in October.

Please review these ideas and make additional suggestions. We have a strong organization and need this strength for continued
success. We have a heck of a lot of fun, but we also have a heck of a lot of work to do. Let’s all get to it! L

file://localhost/Volumes/FIREWIRE%20I/WEBSITES/ILHA%20Web/newsletter/002/002.html Page 3 of 7



5:2 - Spring/Summer 2000 6/27/05 6:31 AM

Ramblings Along the Lincoln Highway.

Minutes of the Spring 2000 lowa LHA
General Membership Meeting
Boone, lowa.

15 April 2000.

Submitted by Norma Berns, Secretary.

President Jeff Benson called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. Thirty-three members were in attendance.

Charles Irwin, Boone County Historian, welcomed us to the Center and gave an interesting history of the building. Built in
1907 at a cost of $25,000, it became the Boone Co. Historical Center in 1990. It has a Lincoln Highway cement marker in front.

Bob Ausberger reported on the Lowden project to restore the Phillips 66 gas station, and updated members regarding the paths
being built at the Lions Club Tree Park in Grand Junction.

As fundraiser for the Youngville Station project, stoneware crockery was discussed. The crockery could have images of the
Lincoln Highway and local points on interest. Jeff Benson suggestion the creation of a Lincoln Highway crockery series, using
images from LH counties to give it broad appeal and make it collectible.

Ron Cory announced the Lincoln Highway Days celebration at Tama on 29-30 May. Parade is Saturday morning.

President Jeff Benson proposed a resolution creating a special title for Lyell Henry, whereas Lyell’s knowledge, dedication and
commitment to the Lincoln Highway is so important.. “Let us honor him with the title of ‘Noble Sojourner.”” Passed.

Paul Walker gave a national report and commented that the current budget will cover this year’s expenses but will leave nothing
to carry over to the next year without taking some action now.

Discussion centered around proposed goodwill donations from our membership, and also corporate sponsorships for the Forum. It
was suggested that the “lapsed” issues of the Forum be dropped and that the next issue be current with the season.

Lyell Henry proposed cutting back publication of the Forum to two per year while raising the standard of scholarly contributions
to it, and then publish abiannual newsletter for the other, more broad content, with would keep the number of annual
publications at four. Walker will report opinions of ILHA back to the national president, Jess Petersen.

The Eighth Annual LHA Conference will be held 14-18 June at Edison, New Jersey. The Ausbergers plan to rent a van to travel to
the conference. Contact them if interested in attending the conference.

Larry Forney reported on the progress at Niland’s Corner at Colo. The Colo group has received a grant for $250,000, but they
still need $190,000. Larry is accepting donations. Phase I of the project is centered on the station (pictured), and Phase II will

concentrate on the cabins and restaurant.

Joyce Ausberger expressed the need for a copier, and whether to repair the one formerly used at the Ogden office. The issue was
tabled until the July business meeting. The Iowa newsletter costs about $110 to copy.

The Iowa LHA Board of Directors meeting will be held Saturday, 8 July in Marshalltown. Walker will make arrangements and
send a flyer to directors.

The presentation portion of the meeting continued with Ed Mondt presenting an interesting program of historic sites in Boone
County. His family owned the Mondt Hotel, built in 1892, which burned down in the great Boone Fareway fire of February 1964.
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From 1914 to 1972, Ed’s grandfather owned a farm across the river from the Nic-O-Let Amusement Park, which was on the
Lincoln Highway. The Elks owned Nic-O-Let. Ed’s mother played organ at the park. The swimming pool there (still there) was
one hundred feet wide and two hundred feet long, and eleven feet at its deepest.

Another historic site is the Mamie Dowd Eisenhower home. Mamie’s father, John Dowd, had the Montgomery Stockyards east of
Boone on the Lincoln, and the Shamrock Restaurant.

Following lunch, a tour of the county followed the Lincoln to the swimming pool foundation of Nic-O-Let Park, the southwest
pier of the old Rose Ferry Bridge, and the restored Marsh Rainbow Bridge north of Beaver. L

Have Spare Tire,
Will Travel

By Van & Bev Becker

Bev & 1 visited Willis and Catherine Bachman of Cedar Rapids the afternoon of May 8, 2000. We know this couple through our
circle of amateur radio friends. Some months ago, Willis mentioned that he lived for awhile in the filling station on the Seedling
Mile between Mt. Vernon and Cedar Rapids.

We came prepared with notepads and a tape recorder, confident that the recorder was working properly. Upon returning home, we
found the tape to be blank, probably an operator problem. Regardless, we had a pleasant and informative chat with a charming

couple about life on the Lincoln Highway in days gone by. From our notes, we will share some of their thoughts.

Part 1

Willis, his parents and brother lived in the small station that was demolished along the Seedling Mile in Linn County. Catherine,
his teen-age sweetheart, lived two farms away. Willis’ parents rented the station from Harry Stoneking, grandfather of the current
owner, Dick Moore.

Willis and Catherine Bachman.

Willis and his family of four lived in the small station before World War II, 1938-1942. He was 14 years old when they moved
from Newton, lowa, where there was no work, to rural Linn County to live in and manage the Happy Valley station.

The station sold Skelly gasoline and oil. The supplies came from Cedar Rapids and the gasoline sold at 6 gallons for the dollar.
There were two hand-operated gas pumps and eventually one electric pump. The electric pump was used intermittently as the
electric power was not very reliable. The family also operated a lunch counter inside the station. A row of booths, a counter
serving only cold meat sandwiches and pop. No beer. There were two pool tables in a back room (how was it possible to play
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pool without beer?), a small kitchen that served the entire family, one bedroom barely large enough for two double beds, and an
indoor bathroom about the size of a small closet containing only a stool.

SEEOLING MILE
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i s

Happy Val

In the winter the station was heated only by locally cut wood. Willis worked for two wagonloads of wood as his share of the wood
he helped a neighboring farmer cut from his timber.

Before the war years, the station and area immediately to the west were known as Happy Valley. The grassy area, now overgrown,
was cut using a hand push mower, from the station to the fenceline of the first farm to the west, and from the highway to the creek
on the south edge of the property.

On Sunday mornings, the neighbors would come to the station to pick up their newspapers. By afternoon there were baseball
games (home plate down by the creek; right field up by the highway) and the Iunch counter menu expanded to include the only
hot food item—hot dogs. By evening, there were midget races. Yes, automobile races! A close neighbor brought a scraper and
shaved about 3 inches of sod to form an oval track west of the baseball diamond. The track was flat with no banking or pit area.
The cars were what we refer to today as midget racers. The name of local star/owner/driver Dick Hobel was mentioned as a
prominent organizer and racer.

Part I will appear in the next issue of AtLH.

New Banners Ready.

A fresh batch of red, white, and blue Lincoln Highway banners have been manufactured and are now for sale.
Made of a more durable grade of tough vinyl, the new set of lamppost banners should last longer and be more
colorfast than the last issue—which are five years old and still “hanging in there” on city squares and
roadways across the state.

Cost of a banner and bracket pack is $100, while the banner alone is $60 (used with your existing bracket).
Shipping and handling is $10. Direct your order to Joyce Ausberger. L

GREAT GRADES.

Our feature photo is a bonus for members attending the Spring 2000 ILHA meeting in Boone. The afternoon tour visited the site
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of the old Rose Ferry Bridge, where one could touch the pre-Civil War stones of the southwest bridge pier, view the piling in the
middle of the startlingly low Des Moines River, and catch a glimpse of the timber-enshrouded pier on the northeast side.

That side is not so easily visited by curious LHAers. You either have to walk under the old U.S. 30 bridge to water’s edge and
make your way downriver, or do as some ILHA members did and trek the abandoned grade of the original Lincoln Highway, as
seen on page 1.

These photos are from that day in April, including this view from the more remote, northeastern side. The grade is tricky because
hikers encounter crossroads that can divert them away from the correct route. And by late May, the path is nearly impassable with
weeds. To tackle this great grade of the Lincoln Highway, call Boone County director Ty Casotti. L
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Along the Lincoln Highway

The Newsletter of the Iowa Lincoln Highway Association
Summer/Fall 2000 .................. Volume 5 Issue 3

Fall Fun for Everyone in Pottawattamie County.

Everyone is invited to the Fall 2000 meeting of the lowa LHA in Pottawattamie County, the westernmost LH
county before crossing the wide Missouri to Nebraska. Participants are asked to congregate at the easy-to-find
Airplane Inn on lowa Highway 183 at Honey Creek by 9:00 am on Saturday, October 7th. From there we’ll
drive the short distance to the Hitchcock Nature Area to convene the business portion of the day. If you come
late, the Hitchcock Center address is 27792 Ski Hill Loop. After the business meeting, we’ll tour the highway,
including a visit to the oldest running Dairy Queen in the U.S. The highlight of the day will be a visit to the old
LH grade back at Honey Creek. The grade is a little steep, so walkers are asked to wear comfortable shoes and
clothes. It’1l take a little effort, but the autumnal view of the Loess Hills will be worth it!

GREAT GRADES.

The cover photo is an preview for our readers of what they’ll see at the Fall 2000 ILHA meeting in Honey
Creek.

The Honey Creek grade today is little more than an overgrown gully, but in the early days of the Lincoln
Highway it was the only path through the impressive Loess Hills area north of Council Bluffs. The important
words in that sentence are “Hills” and “Bluffs,” both of which are in abundance in Pottawattamie County.
Driving out of the Missouri Valley in the nineteen-teens and twenties was a chore, and there just wasn’t a
good way to get to the high flat land east of this area.

In Gregory Franzwa’s book, The Lincoln Highway: lowa, he writes, “This is the location of the toughest hill
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on the Lincoln Highway in lowa—the Honey Creek grade. Highway engineers entirely relocated the Lincoln
Highway at an enormous cost to avoid the old Honey Creek hill.

“The old incline was 1.25 miles long and at one time had lots of kinks and turns. As the overheated cars
approached the summit, drivers were confronted with a fifteen percent grade. So the road was moved to the
present alignment—a relocation of 2.65 miles. [present-day lowa 183] The summit was lowered by eighty feet.
Some 75,000 cubic yards of dirt were removed in the taming of the hill.”

Before 1928 the Lincoln Highway followed the earlier and less organized Transcontinental Route, and today
hikers can still find the long-abandoned poles and insulators from the ancient transcontinental telegraph line.

We hope you’ll be able to join us for a jaunt back in time as we make the grade in Pottawattamie County on
October 7th. L

Greetings Friends!

Please welcome our newest members:

Carroll Chamber of Commerce

Tim & Pat Downs Tama
Dan Gesy Denison
John Harvey Waterloo
Ronald Klopping Newton
Stuart Lehr Wgst Des
Moines
Edna Rassler Belle Plaine
Tallgrass Historians Iowa City

Belle Plaine Lincoln Highway to be Altered.

by Jeff Benson

The Lincoln Highway in Benton County east of Belle Plaine is to be rebuilt. This segment, now a part of

Highway 131, extends from 7t Avenue (Highway 21) in Belle Plaine east to where 131 turns north. The
project will rebuild a very early 18-foot wide pavement and change the road’s typical fit to the natural
landform, but it may also create a new interpretive display.

Much of the road in town and past the cemetery east of town will have a new 31-foot wide pavement with
curb and gutters. An original bridge will be replaced. A new 24-foot wide pavement and grading in the eastern
third of the project will widen the right-of-way by 20 to 50 feet on the north side of the road and ten feet on the
south side.

The project will improve safety by replacing badly deteriorating pavement and by increasing visibility. It will
also accommodate truck traffic for the large Pierce Lumber Company.
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Early in the design, the Belle Plaine mayor and project engineers invited the lowa LHA to discuss the project.
Although i1t was clear from this discussion that it would be very difficult to preserve the existing roadway,
following that meeting the City and engineers tried, unsuccessfully, to get funds to preserve and relocate the
bridge.

However, the design for a portion of the ditch was changed to reduce the width of disturbance, and discussion
has begun on using native grass plantings to reduce the perceived width of the new road section. In addition,
the possibility of an interpretive site was raised. lowa LHA members will discuss this possibility at the October
meeting.

The project is bid this fall and should be under construction in the spring. L

Welcome to the Jefferson Highway.

by Lyell Henry

The Jefferson Highway was inaugurated in 1916 by “good roads” enthusiasts inspired by the example of the
Lincoln Highway. Connecting Winnipeg and New Orleans, this highway traversed central lowa on a north-
south route running from Northwood, near the Minnesota border, through Des Moines, to Lamoni, at the
Missouri border. Between Colo and Ames, the routes of the Lincoln and the Jefferson coincided, a fact
accounting for the original name--L and J Station--of the Reed-Niland “one-stop” complex at Colo. Bob

Stinson and I were eager to learn more about the Jefferson Highway and so on May 7 set out on a five-day trip
of exploration of the highway between Northwood, lowa, and St. Joseph, Missouri. Using early guidebooks,
we followed the original route, except where road abandonments or other changes made that impossible. Much
of our trip in northern lowa was made on gravel roads. We also photographed whatever remnants we could

find of the old highway and commercial roadside.

We saw very few early bridges and found no businesses, buildings, bridges, or parks bearing Jefferson’s
name. Most surprising of all, only in Indianola is the street carrying the highway called Jefferson Street, which

suggests that the Jefferson Highway did not make quite the impression on the minds of citizens along the route
that the Lincoln Highway did. Every so often, however, came evidence pointing in the other direction, such as

blue and white Jefferson Highway colors and logo painted on the sides of a small bridge in King City,

Missouri, and a large inscription--"Jefferson Highway Farm, 1917--painted on the wall of a barn along the
old graveled route of the highway near Hubbard, lowa (photo). Several other, less spectacular mementos of the
Jefferson Highway can also be found along the road near Colo.
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Our trip got off to a promising start when we discovered a four-foot high monolith that had been placed next to
the highway on the lowa-Minnesota state line in 1930. On it is a plaque commemorating “the completion of
the Jefferson Highway” in those states (even though the road was by then officially called U.S. 65). Nowhere

did we find any original signs along the road. However, in the Franklin County Museum in Hampton we saw

a sign for the Inter-State Trail, predecessor of the Jefferson Highway in Iowa, and I tried unsuccessfully to

persuade a resident of King City, Missouri, to part with a beautiful Jefferson Highway road sign. It was

decorated with pine and palm trees, reflecting the Jefferson’s claim to be the “Pine to Palm” route. This person
also would not let go of another treasure--a Jefferson Highway cigar box.

In hilly southern Iowa, the Jefferson followed a highly serpentine route, which was straightened by the lowa
Highway Commission sometime after the road was paved and had become U.S. 69. Fortunately, long
stretches of the original road are still there and can sometimes be seen from the present highway. Just south of
Indianola, Bob and I parked at a barricade and walked for about a mile on the old road, which was 18 feet
wide and still had the old lip curbs which once brought notoriety and curses to lowa’s highways.

Still strewn along the route are many gas station buildings which obviously survive from the 1920s but have
long been abandoned or converted to other uses. We also saw the remains of several defunct old tourist courts
and in Iowa Falls were delighted to come upon the Scenic Inn, a motel north of town that is still recognizable
as the descendant of a one-stop begun in 1929 as the Scenic City Kabin Kamp. All but two of the cabins have
been replaced with standard motel structures, and the building that once housed the gas station and restaurant
is now rented out as a meeting place for Alcoholics Anonymous, but the motel remains in business. The
Scenic Inn would have been a fine place to stay, but it had no vacancies on the day we visited, and we still had
several hours of driving ahead of us anyway.
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Although one night we were forced to pay an outrageous $44 for motel rooms, twice we succeeded in our
quest to find reasonably priced lodging (that is, under $30) at vintage motels on the old route--first, at the very
nice Royal Motel (“Fit for a King”) in Northwood, and second, at the Pony Express Motor Inn (“Great
Western Hospitality”) in St. Joseph, Missouri. At this latter motel, Bob very accurately observed that our
rooms didn’t sparkle and had many broken fixtures, and he also thought the absence of other cars in the
motel’s huge courtyard struck an ominous note. True enough, the motel has obviously been in a phase of
“deferred maintenance” for a decade or two, and patronage must have fallen off drastically since balmier days
when the motel also had a large restaurant. But there were also some plusses—our rooms cost only $28 each,
and in front of the motel was an enormous two-sided moving neon sign, in perfect working order, showing a
galloping horse and Pony Express rider. Keeping up this magnificent work of art no doubt absorbs all the
money in the motel’s maintenance budget.

Our trip has inspired Bob to begin preparation of a guide to the variant routes of the Jefferson Highway in
Iowa and given me a “feel” for the highway and much background information that will be useful in preparing
the interpretive material to be presented at the Reed/Niland Corner project in Colo. Also, in the process of
photographing one of the best treasures on the old Jefferson Highway—the abandoned Hotel Manly in Manly,
Iowa—we encountered the mayor, who was surprised to learn that money may be available for restoring the
hotel as an alternative to tearing it down. If the city of Manly is willing to follow through, I may therefore soon
find a Jefterson Highway project among the Lincoln Highway projects in my portfolio. L

Ramblings Along the Lincoln Highway.
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Minutes of the Summer 2000 lowa LHA
Board of Directors Meeting
Marshalltown, lowa.

8 July 2000.
At its July 8 meeting in Marshalltown the Board of Directors of the lowa Lincoln Highway Association:

Agreed to provide tour guides for an August 23/24 tour of the Lincoln across the central part of
Iowa by Creative Retirement, a program of lowa Valley Continuing Education in Marshalltown.

Agreed to support a request from local business owners to the City of Marshalltown to change
back to two-way the direction of traffic on Main Street and to push for banners to mark this part of
the Lincoln Highway.

Agreed that County Consuls will contact city councils to arrange replacement of banners where
needed and to seek funding for brackets.

Directed co-President Jeff Benson to write to the partners in the Greene County Interpretive Site
project, including the lowa DOT district engineer, the Greene County Engineer and lowa State
University Department of Landscape Architecture to urge more speedy progress on the project.

Noted that the 2001 national annual meeting of the Lincoln Highway Association will be in Grand
Island, Nebraska, June 13 through 16. The Board also began discussion on planning for a national
annual meeting in lowa tentatively set for 2004.

Discussed selling pottery crocks and perhaps typical roadside souvenirs to raise funds for
interpretive site projects across lowa. Co-President Margaret Elbert and Benton County Consul
Ann Schoonover will explore further details. L

Have Spare Tire,
Will Travel

By Van & Bev Becker
Bev & I visited Willis and Catherine Bachman of Cedar Rapids the afternoon of May 8, 2000. We know this
couple through our circle of amateur radio friends. Some months ago, Willis mentioned that he lived for awhile
in the filling station on the Seedling Mile between Mt. Vernon and Cedar Rapids.

Part I1

By this time, the Seedling Mile was paved on either side, to both Cedar Rapids on the west and Mt. Vernon on
the east. Even then, the locals realized the significance of this special mile and appreciated the convenience of
all-weather roads. Catherine promised to search vintage photos of cars stuck in the mud to illustrate and
emphasize this point.
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Both Willis and Catherine recalled that there were no robberies at the station during the years they lived along
this stretch of the Lincoln. But they do recall one morning the highway was a mess with newspapers. It seems
that one of the Chicago gangsters (John Dillinger) had a run-in with the local law and was leading a hot pursuit
back toward Chicago. The gangsters were throwing newspapers from their car in the hope of blocking the
vision of their pursuers with newspapers on the windshield. It didn’t work very well, but it certainly left a
mess. The desperadoes got away, but the morning light revealed a littered trail.

One crisp morning Willis and his father greeted a gas customer traveling back to Tennessee in a large late-
model sedan with a dead deer strapped to the frout fender.

“You had good luck, I see,” one of them commented, thinking the remark innocent enough.

“Good luck and bad luck,” was the response. “The deer hunting was good, but my brother was shot. He’s in
the back seat.”

They were taking the dear departed home for burial. Good thing it was cold weather.

The locals drove mostly Ford Model T’s and Model A’s, as during the depression years the locals did not put
too many fancy cars on rural highways. Most of the traffic consisted of rural farmers or Cedar Rapids and Mt.
Vernon residents. A speed of 45 to 50 mph was considered to be very fast.

There was very little traffic from points east, not the amount of interstate traffic you would expect along the

country’s only transcontinental highway. The big truck traffic consisted mainly of DeKalb seed corn trucks.

The trucks were regulars at the pumps and the drivers frequented the lunch counter. During a previous visit,
Will told of how the drivers would fill up, come in and have a sandwich. The highway traffic was so light that

leaving the truck parked at the pumps during the lunch break did not interfere with business.

.-—t—"-: =

The Happy Valley station mid-demolition, 1999.
When asked if either Catherine or Willis recalled the Lincoln Highway radio show of the time, they
responded, almost in unison, “No, we had a radio, but the batteries were usually dead.” Those were different

times. Games of pool without beer. Dirt track automobile racing on a now overgrown field and gas for 17¢ a
gallon!

So many stories along the Lincoln—one could almost write a script for a radio drama! L
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"Bachy's Happy Valley" gas station and "Recreation Parlor” is of 1938 vintage. There are (disappointingly) no
longer any Lincoln Highway signs visible. The angle as photographed from the middle of the road shows the
roadbed to be near level with the station, not built-up as today. The two vehicles parked under the canopy are a
Ford Model A rumble seat coupe with dual stop lights and mudflaps. The far one is again a Ford, probably a
1936 2-door sedan. Despite the snow on the ground, the door to the oil room/pump room is standing open. In
our photo reproduction, the sign atop may not reproduce well, but does say "Peter Pan--makes tastier meals."
Block letters spelling out "Thank You" can be seen on the inside surface of the west pedestal. Willis advises that
it was painted on the inside surface of the other pedestal as well.

New Banners Ready.

A fresh batch of red, white, and blue Lincoln Highway banners have been manufactured and are now for sale.
Made of a more durable grade of tough vinyl, the new set of lamppost banners should last longer and be more
colorfast than the last issue—which are five years old and still “hanging in there” on city squares and
roadways across the state.

Cost of a banner and bracket pack is $100, while the banner alone is $60 (used with your existing bracket).
Shipping and handling is $10. Direct your order to Joyce Ausberger. L

Outside Iowa Along the Lincoln Highway.

The Fisher monument is moving forward with the selection of a committee to oversee construction. The committee will be made
up of members from across the United States.

There is no monument for the creator of the Lincoln Highway. In Utah, Carl Fisher’s contribution to the Goodyear Cutoff is often
neglected. For his part in the Goodyear Contract with the State of Utah, Carl Fisher was granted two things - the state would
rename Johnson Pass to Fisher Pass (still called Johnson), and he could build some type of a monument. While parts of the
Goodyear Contract are disputed the Fisher Section is not. Read more about this at: www.xmission.com/~pgrimes/lincoln.htm, and
click “Fisher Monument.” If you have any comments, questions, or want to get involved let me know at
Rollin.Southwell@pgrimes.com.

- from The Other Heritage
Newsletter of the Utah LHA.

Joe Sanders informed me that the stretch of old Lincoln Highway, running east from Deep River to today’s U.S. 30, won a contest
held by the Indiana Ready-Mixed Concrete Association, for the oldest concrete pavement not resurfaced.
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Then last November it was blacktopped over.

- Peter Youngman
Indiana LHA Newsletter.

Several significant finds have been made this year. One such find is an old remnant which is now part of an access road for
properties fronting [Ohio] State Route 267, just a bit south of where the present roadway designated “Old Lincoln Highway”
intersects State Route 278.

Other information has been used to identify the concrete arch bridge which appears in the 1921 and 1924 Official Guides. Bridge
plans from the county office seem to confirm that the bridge replaced the so-called Brown’s Bridge in Madison Township. Jim has
cleverly titled reports of his explorations here as “The Bridges of Madison Township.”

- Buckeye Ramblings
Newsletter of the Ohio LHA.
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Greetings from the Office of the New Co-Presidents.

By Van & Bev Becker

This is the transition time when the lowa Chapter of the LHA seats its second co-presidential team. This will be a co-president/
husband-wife effort. We have visited with most members who have attended the meetings on a regular basis over the past few
years. The rest have read, we hope, the “Have Spare Tire, Will Travel” column in the newsletter.
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Bev and I are from the southwest quadrant of Cedar Rapids. We live within walking distance of the original highway (where it

jogs from Second Avenue SW over to Johnson Avenue NW) and the current Highway 30 “fog route.” Bev graduated from Parsons
College and Drake University with degrees in education and I graduated from St. Ambrose University with a business degree. We
are not retired yet, but are close enough to start talking about it. Bev works evenings at the Cedar Rapids Police Department in

the Detective Bureau and I work nights at Rockwell-Collins in the HF radio station. We are constantly trying to juggle our work/
sleep/weekend schedules to maintain normal lives.

The Iowa Association has some uncompleted projects and commitments upon which we intend to concentrate. These half-
completed and committed projects must be priority items. The various county consuls will be called upon to act as our “Kitchen
Cabinet.”

As an organization committed to historic preservation, we must be aware that the current generation of young explorers looks to
the computer first for information. The intersection of the Lincoln Highway and Information Highway must have a brightly-
lighted neon sign that says, “Come join us; we are the Lincoln Highway Association.” We have a few thoughts to expand this
Internet presence—hopefully with minimal impact on web developer Paul. The Internet is not a fad. It is the first line of research
and information and it grows daily. We must use this device as a means to spread our word to prospective members and current
members.

Last, Bev and I have been rather difficult to contact because of an unlisted telephone number. For reasons unrelated to the ILHA,
we must retain the unlisted number for the time being. The best way to contact us is by letter at 1212 20th Street SW, Cedar
Rapids, IA, 52404 or via email at lowalL HA(@mcleodusa.net. How’s that for a nifty new email address?

Now, get out there and drive our highway. Let’s all become familiar with every mile! And, please share your experiences by
dropping the newsletter editor a note. Safe driving everyone! L

Greene County LHA Enjoys New Headquarters.

By Bob Owens and Joyce Ausberger

The Greene County Lincoln Highway Association now has its own Headquarters located at 110 West Lincolnway in Jefferson,
one half-block west of Mohaney Bell Tower on the north side of the original Lincoln Highway (photo at top).

Renting the building was a topic of discussion at the group’s September meeting. After some discussion regarding cost, members
voted unanimously to lease the facility, providing the Greene County LHA with its own meeting hall, museum, and Lincoln
Highway travel office.

The structure was built in the 1920s for use as a hamburger cafe, and through the late 20s and early 30s served White Star
Hamburgers.

Greene County Director Bob Owens with
Co-President Van Becker in front of new
County ILHA Headquarters.

From the mid-1930s to the 40s it was known as the “5 Spot Cafe,” so named for its 5-cent hamburgers. The cafe held as many
patrons as could squeeze into its counter and three booths.
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In the 1940s the owners of the cafe were drafted and the “5 Spot” closed for the duration of the war. Since then the building has
served many uses for the Jefferson community.

The organization has gathered its collection of LHA items and has them on display, along with assorted for-sale items. Hours are
1-4 p.m., or you can call Bob Owens at 515-386-3419. L

Greetings Friends!

Please welcome our newest members:

James Cooney Fort Wayne, IN
Leland Dahlin Cedar Falls

Gary Frost Coralville

Steven and Mary Halstead Bondurant

Theodore Herrick Grand Junction

Stan Larson Menomonee Falls, WI
Robert McConkie Jefferson

Charles Stone St. Davids, PA

Don Willard Pottawattamie County
Bill Zeller Palo

Denison Motel Added to National Register.

By Becky Irvine
Reprinted from The Sioux City Journal.
25 October 2000
The series Lincoln Logs will continue in our next issue.

The Park Motel, located where highways 30, 59 and 141 meet, has been added to the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register is the federal government’s official list of historic properties worthy of preservation. Listing in the
National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving America’s heritage, according to Dorothy Kutchinski, chair of the
Crawford County Historical Society.

Kutchinski met with the Crawford County Board of Supervisors and gave apresentation on the Park Motel. In her
recommendation to the board, Kutchinski said, “The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution
to the broad patterns of our history. The current owner, Jason Gesy, is undertaking a major restoration with the intent that it
remain as authentic and true to the original design as possible. This nomination to the National Register would recognize the
significance of this unique, early highway motel to Denison.”

The Park Motel was built in 1940. Ted Port, the owner, had the motel built with the idea that tourists were beginning to travel by
automobile across the country and would need affordable shelter for the night, with food and car care nearby. These would be
supplied by the cafe and gas station across the road, which he had built earlier, when Highway 30 was still a mud road, according
to Kutchinski. The gas station was built in 1926, with the cafe added in 1929, as well as a house for the owner. All these were
built in the same style as the later motel. By the time the motel was built, the cafe was owned and operated by L.J. Cronk, and the
motel and cafe were, though separately owned, always advertised together.
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While not built along the original Lincoln Highway, the Park Motel is situated along the right-of-way for the original Lincoln
Highway route through Denison. In 1926, when Ted Port had his service station built, U.S. 30 had just come into existence. Prior
to that, the Lincoln was the main east-west highway route through Denison.

Notable exterior features of the Park Motel are the two gable-roofed vestibules, a second-floor bay window; two long rows of
casement windows, and a scalloped crenellation-type detail around the base. Other noteworthy features are the round-arched
doorways, the terra cotta tile roofs on the projecting vestibules and porch hoods on both the front and rear of the building.

The overall architectural style of the Park Motel is Spanish Colonial Revival, popular between 1915-1940. Related to the earlier
Mission style of architecture. Spanish Colonial Revival is a simple style distinguished by red tile roofs, stucco walls, heavy
wooden doors in round-arch openings, and low horizontal emphasis.

The drive-through of the Park Motel imparts some of the true hacienda effect, leading the visitor through the building and into
the rear parking lot of the motel.

It is not known if Ted Port selected the Park Motel’s design from an existing motel along the West Coast, or from some type of
standardized set of plans.

Modifications to the Park have been few, which is rather unusual in this type of structure, leaving the integrity of the building
intact. In 1965, two wings were added, but instead of attaching them to the older building, the wings were added as detached units
set at angles to either side of the original building. Thus, motel room space was more than doubled without affecting the motel
building.

The park Motel was also unusual in its design as a two-story structure. Most of the early motels were one-story structures that
reflected the evolution from the attached cabins of the tourist camp, or court, pattern to connected rooms of the motel.

The Park has been continuously operated as a motel since it was built in 1940. The list of well-known people who have stayed
over the years include Denison native Donna Reed, Ethel Kennedy, Elizabeth Dole, and former lowa Governor Terry Branstad. L

Ramblings Along the Lincoln Highway.

Minutes of the Fall 2000
lowa LHA Meeting
Honey Creek, lowa.
7 October 2000.
Submitted by Norma Berns, Secretary.

Twenty-one ILHA members met at the Hitchcock Nature Center north of the Omaha-Council Bluffs metro area for the quarterly
meeting, with Co-Presidents Jeff Benson & Margaret Elbert presiding.

The director of the Center gave a brief history. The YMCA owned it from 1967-1986, and in 1991, the Pottawattamie County
Conservation Board became the new owner with assistance from a grant through the REAP program. They maintain the stunning
806 acres as a Loess Hills Nature Preserve. The lodge is available for meetings.

The proposed Model A Ford Club of America’s trip was discussed, with Tama, Marshall, Story and Boone counties to be
considered as hosts. Proposed date for the caravan is 14-16 September 2001. Joyce Ausberger moved to accept the challenge.
The County directors of said counties will discuss it and submit their decisions for the 2001 “Main Street Across America” Tour.
Projects reports:

A new steel span bridge west of Nevada will be dedicated Oct. 25 at 11 a.m.
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Another bridge will be replaced one mile east of Colo.
Our group is seeking money or grants for a park project east of Belle Plaine for an interpretive site.

Greene Co. needs volunteers: structural & manual labor for decade markers, which need approval by the County
Engineer.

Bob Owens spearheaded the LH Headquarters project in Jefferson. Formerly the Five Spot, it sold hamburgers for 5
cents. The building is a half-block west of the city square. It will be open 1-4.

1930 bridge west of Boone is now gone, with scraps taken to Ames by Rose Destruction. The new bridge to be done
by middle of December.

Larry Forney of Colo reported on the Niland Project.

Phase 1 - completion of gas station
Phase 2 - the one-stop’s cabins. Sent letters to Colo Alumni and are selling “Niland Corner” t-shirts for
$10; will raise $190,000 for the 2 phases to acquire grants.

k ok ok

Annual election results:

Bev & Van Becker of Cedar Rapids elected Co-Presidents; Norma Berns elected Secretary.
Paul Walker made motion with Ardith Sporleder second. Passed by acclamation.
Bev, who works in the Cedar Rapids Police Department, and Van, who works for Rockwell Collins, were introduced.

Lincoln Highway copyright was discussed. The Lincoln Highway logo was registered for educational material by Howard Stoval
of Chicago, but is being used in violation of that copyright by many outside LHA.

Concrete markers are being found and sold for high prices, up to $1000. Seventy-seven markers found so far in lowa by Beckers.

Stan Ring, Lincoln Highway advocate in Story Co. Museum, died on 28 September.

k %k ok

Business portion ended early, so walking tour rescheduled for before lunch. Members hiked the abandoned three-quarter-mile-
long grade (photo) at Honey Creek north of Council Bluffs. Sights included the original transcontinental telegraph poles with
insulators. Also viewed was the garbage-strewn and impassable upper grade section. Tour host announced that EPA plans to clean
up area. Members agreed ILHA should consider way to take advantage of rejuvenation.

Lunch served at the Aeroplane Inn in Honey Creek, so named because it formerly resembled a bi-plane, though the propeller and
tail are long gone.

Afternoon tour included visiting the oldest remaining operating Dairy Queen on Broadway in Council Bluffs and enjoyed ice

file://localhost/Volumes/FIREWIRE%20I/WEBSITES/ILHA%20Web/newsletter/004/004.html Page 5 of 10



5:4 - Fall/Winter 2000 6/27/05 6:33 AM

cream. Then ventured to the Broadway Street viaduct over the Council Bluffs train yard. Running underneath the viaduct is an
ancient brick street where the LH used to cross the tracks at grade.

A block north of the overpass was a large, unique square brick building with “O & C.B. St. Ry. Co.” etched in the cement over the
door. It was apparently the control house for street cars and trolleys between Omaha & Council Bluffs.

The car caravan rode to the Council Bluffs Trail Center and viewed the tables of historical displays and the prairie grasses along
the sidewalks and parking lot. L

Have Spare Tire,
Will Travel

By Van & Bev Becker
Information for this column came from the
June 2000 issue of the magazine Popular Communications.
The article is entitled "Early
Broadcasting Fizzles,” pp. 19-20.

ONCE UPON A TIME, RADIO WAS AN AMAZING FAD

Regular newsletter readers will recall my reminiscing about the three episodes of “The Lincoln Highway” radio show circa 1941.
But the Lincoln has a connection to radio broadcasting that goes much farther back in time.

Come with me to those thrilling days of — early broadcast radio. (Bet you thought I was going to say “thrilling days of
yesteryear” didn’t you?) Adjust the cat whisker and snug down the headphones; we are going way back.

Broadcasting (on today’s AM broadcast band 450-1600 KC) officially began in 1921 and within a few years, the band was
flooded with start-up stations. Some of these ran several kilowatts of power and other “one-lung peanut whistles” of only 100
watts or less. Many grew and prospered. Many went dark as they went broke or lost interest.

In 1924, with only 50 watts and a dream, the Coppotelli Brothers Music House of Chicago Heights, Illinois, put a modest station
on the air. Typical of the time, many music and phonograph stores thought they should cover all bases with a radio station to
attract neighborhood customers. A license was applied for and issued May 1 of 1924. The store call sign was WCBZ operating
with a whopping 50 watts on frequency 1210 KC.

Using the catchy slogan “Where the Lincoln and Dixie Highways meet,” WCBZ operated only twice a week. They played
records, naturally, at 8:30 p.m. each Monday and Friday evening. By late April 1925 after only a year of part-time broadcasting,
the station had spun their last wax platter over WCBZ.

The little station was sold to Neutrowound Radio Manufacturing Company and the new owner moved it to Homewood, Illinois
and dropped the slogan. So ends radio’s earliest link to the Lincoln Highway. It was used only as a landmark to sell phonograph
records and radios.

But wait, there is more! Leaving the Highway now—what happened to the radio station?

To complete this story—WCBZ call letters became WOK in May 1925 with power up to 500 watts. In 1927, the WOK license was
acquired by Trianon Ballroom which already owned a radio station, WMBB (World’s Most Beautiful Ballroom). In August of
1927, the Federal Radio Commission authorized WMBB and WOK to merge and the call letters were an unusual hyphenated
WOK-WMBB. Not all the newsletter readers are so young that they cannot remember the radio broadcasts from the beautiful

Trianon Ballroom, are they? For a brief glorious period—with twin towers, high atop the Trianon Ballroom (1925) you could hear
the Ted Weems Orchestra play the Charleston.
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In late 1928, the Federal Radio Commission denied a routine renewal for WOK-WMBB and the station was forced to fade into

darkness. Presumably the FRC must have assumed that the radio receivers of the time, with poor selectivity, could not separate the
many local stations that clogged the local frequencies. L

GREAT GRADES.

At the Fall 2000 ILHA meeting in Pottawattamie County, attendees received a hot tip on the existence of perhaps the oldest
exposed piece of original Lincoln Highway in Council Bluffs.

During the afternoon tour through the busy streets of Council Bluffs, and after visiting the oldest working Dairy Queen in
America, the car caravan drove over the Broadway Street east-west viaduct only a mile or so from the Missouri River.

At the west end of the structure, we made a 180-degree turn and drove underneath in search of our hope-for treasure.

The group “discovered” brick streets running exactly parallel to the viaduct—the old Lincoln Highway back when traffic crossed
the tracks at grade. Note in the lower photo the iron streetcar rails at left.

The underbelly of an urban viaduct is not where one usually seeks objects of historical importance, but visitors should not let the
isolated locale keep them from “hittin’ the bricks.”

So you can still ply the original highway in Council Bluffs, but you’ll have to settle for driving 40 feet above the road surface. L
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New Banners Ready.

A fresh batch of red, white, and blue Lincoln Highway banners have been manufactured and are now for sale.
Made of a more durable grade of tough vinyl, the new set of lamppost banners should last longer and be more
colorfast than the last issue—which are five years old and still “hanging in there” on city squares and
roadways across the state.

Cost of a banner and bracket pack is $100, while the banner alone is $60 (used with your existing bracket).
Shipping and handling is $10. Direct your order to Joyce Ausberger. L

Outside Iowa Along the Lincoln Highway.

The Elkhorn City Council took a first step Tuesday toward preserving the brick Old Lincoln Highway [just east of Omaha].

At a special meeting, the council voted unanimously to apply to the Nebraska Department of Roads for $500,000 in federal
transportation enhancement dollars. The funds would go toward a $1.5 million project to extend Blondo Street. Extending
Blondo would be the city’s first step in preserving the Old Lincoln Highway.

City officials had worried that motorists facing major scheduled roads projects would turn to alternate routes, such as the narrow,
bumpy OIld Lincoln Highway. The council last year budgeted $150,000 to cover part of the 80-year-old brick highway with
asphalt. That plan alarmed preservationists and some residents who wanted to keep the historic brick highway.

- from the Omaha World Herald
26 October 2000

The Mid-Ohio Chapter of the LHA is pleased to announce that replica versions of the original Lincoln Highway radiator
emblems are now available. This is the same emblem pictured in Buckeye Ramblings #20, and includes the words “Sustaining
Member” along with the standard Lincoln Highway symbols and colors. To order, send a check for $53 (includes shipping)
to Richard Taylor, 1543 No. Stewart Rd., Mansfield OH 44903.

- from Buckeye Ramblings
Newsletter of the Ohio LHA.

The Fremont Chamber of Commerce held the Grand Opening of its restored Post Office Building. This historic building, built in
1893 at 6th and Broad Streets, was located on the Lincoln Highway in downtown Fremont. On the National Register since 1995,
the Fremont Area C. of C. Foundation purchased the building in 1998. Over the past months extensive renovation was done. The
lobby area features the original oak staircase leading to the second floor and the beautiful original marble floor. This will be a
stop on a bus tour during next year’s National Conference in Grand Island.

- from Linc Across Nebraska
Newsletter of the Nebraska LHA
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Chapter member Jack Duncan is writing a book about the Lincoln Highway and Victory Highway in California. This publication
will also have stories of the early wagon roads over the Sierra Nevada Mountains. The planned title is 7o Donner Pass from the

Pacific.

- from The Traveler
Newsletter of the California LHA.

ILHA OFFICERS,
BOARD OF DIRECTORS (COUNTY CONSULS),
AND STAFF

OFFICERS

Co-Presidents
Van & Bev Becker
IowaLHA@mcleodusa.net

Secretary
Norma Berns (515) 792-5880

Treasurer
Ron Cory (515) 484-2761

State Director
Paul Walker (319) 358-7056

BOARD oF DIRECTORS
(COUNTY CONSULS)

Clinton County
Elmer Ketelsen (319) 246-2650

Cedar County
Keith L. Whitlatch (319)945-6670

Linn County
Lyell Henry (319)354-1389

Benton County
Anne Schoonover (319) 477-6191

Tama County
Ron Cory (515) 484-2761

Marshall County
Mary Gift (515) 752-2946

Story County
Margaret Elbert (515) 233-1445

Boone County
Ty Casotti (515) 432-2796
John Fitzsimmons (515) 432-3697
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Greene County
Bob Owens (515) 386-3419

Carroll County
Norma J. Berns (515)792-5880

Crawford County
Ardith Sporleder (712) 679-2779

Harrison County
Zell Millard (712) 647-2549

Pottawattamie County
Bob Tomlinson (712) 545-3731
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Paul Walker
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Lyell Henry
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