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As I write this President’s Corner, 2022 is drawing to an end with 2023 on 
the horizon.  I continue to be thankful and honored to have the privilege to 
lead the Iowa Lincoln Highway Association and share a passion with each of 
you.  

Without you our rich history would be waning, so thank you for your 
continued commitment to the Lincoln Highway’s past, present and future.  
As I’ve said many times, it will take each and every one of us to educate 
and share the history of the Lincoln Highway.

While we’ve not discussed the challenges we face as an Association in 
sometime.  As a memory jog, below are some of the challenges we’ve 
discussed.  We need to make certain these challenges don’t fall off our 
radar.  We need to continue to have frank discussions as these are 
important as we navigate our future.

• We have decreasing membership and bank account - how do we increase
those?  How do we engage our membership to become involved?

• How do we capture our historians' knowledge?
• How do we build a strong cornerstone for the Association?
• How to we recruit for membership - individuals, businesses?
• How do we get our communities to become active in the Association?

I think we can all agree, we continue to see an increase in travelers.  In late 
November, the Iowa Tourism Office shared their 2021 Economic Impact 
report.  From that report, 2021 tourism generated a total economic impact 
of $9.4 billion in Iowa, with direct visitor spending of $6.1 billion.  This is 
great news.  There is a ton of information in the entire report, so if you are 
interested in reviewing, visit https://t.e2ma.net/click/a9k8qg/2a5u0ih/
a5ds20.  By the time you receive this newsletter, the Tourism Office should 
have available information by county.  Hopefully the trend seen in 2021 
continued through 2022 and will continue in 2023.  

If you haven’t had an opportunity to read Darcy Dougherty Maulsby’s The 
Lincoln Highway in Iowa – A History, please visit her website (https://
www.darcymaulsby.com/product) and order.  I believe Darcy's quote, truly 
embraces what we strive for within the Association, “Along the way, you 
can still find inspiring stories of dynamic entrepreneurs, people who care 
about their community, and rural revitalization, mixed with historic 
preservation, along the Lincoln Highway. This is the ultimate Iowa road 
trip, especially if you want to experience the real America.”  Thank you, 
Darcy.

It will take ALL of us to plan, execute and sustain the Iowa Lincoln Highway 
Association.  

Thank you for your continued commitment to the Lincoln Highway – the 
Past, the Present and the Future.   

Looking forward to 2023.

Larry Adams
Founding Member

school he became deeply interested in Boone 
and Boone County history.  He was widely 
recognized as the unofficial historian of 
Boone County. Larry wrote articles for the 
Boone County Historical Society Publications 
“Trail Tales,” for which he served many 
years as editor.  He was the “go to” person 
for Boone County history form any people.  
He curated the Mamie Doud Eisenhower 
Birthplace Museum for over 25 years, during 
which he met several members of the 
Eisenhower family.  Following his years 
there, he curated the Higgins Museum of 
National Bank Notes in Okoboji.  

Larry was deeply involved in many 
organizations including being the Director of 
Special Projects and Chair of the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau for the Boone Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Boone County 
Representative of the Central Iowa Tourism 
Council, a member of the American 
Association of Museums, The Society of 
American Archivists, the American 
Association for State and Local History, a 
Past President of the Society of Paper Money 
Collectors, a member of the International 
Bank Note Society, the American Numismatic 
Association, the Iowa Library Association, 
the Iowa Genealogical Society and was 
President of the Boone County Genealogical 
Society. He served on the Board of Directors 
of the Boone County Historical Society and 
wrote articles for “Coin World”, “Paper 
Money”, “Bank Note Reporter” and 
“Collectors News”.  

In late October, John 
Fitzsimmons let the 
Association know one of 
the Founding Members, 
Larry Adams, was 
tragically killed in early 
October.

Larry graduated from 
Boone High School in 
1965, while in high
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Mission Statement

The Lincoln Highway Association shall identify, preserve, interpret and improve access to the Lincoln Highway and its associated sites, 
pursue the appropriate measures to prevent further deterioration, destruction or alteration of the remaining sections, publicize and 
seek public awareness of its goals and activities for preserving and developing the LH, facilitate research about the LH, and publish a 
magazine for articles and news of activity relevant to the LH, work with local communities and businesses to promote the LH as a tourism 
destination, and be exclusively charitable and educational within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code.
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PRESIDENT
Mary Helen Preston     (816) 868-3336 
VICE PRESIDENT
Dale Higgins              (515) 370-0637 
SECRETARY
Jan Gammon    (515) 232-0048      
TREASURER
Joyce Ausberger (515) 386-4521 
STATE DIRECTOR
Dean Parr   (319) 366-0552

 366-0552

 432-3697

232-0048

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 
Dean Parr    (319) 
NOBLE SOJOURNER
Lyell Henry 
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
John Fitzsimmons      (515) 
WEB DEVELOPER 
Mike Kellner              (515) 
DIRECTOR EMERITUS
Bob Ausberger    (515) 386-4521

bobjoyce@netins.net 

drparr51@gmail.com 

drparr51@gmail.com 

disorg@mchsi.com 

seanfitz50@gmail.co 
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LINCOLN HIGHWAY HERITAGE BYWAY CORDINATOR
Jonathan Sherwood    (515) 232-0048 jsherwood@prrcd.org 

ILHA Officers, Board of Directors, County Consuls,& Staff

Stay in the Know!
Visit our website to read the minutes from our last meeting. 
www.iowalincolnhighway.com/latest-news

@IowaLincolnHighwayAssociation
@LincolnHighwayHeritageByway

Top - October 31, 1992
         Founding Meeting
Bottom - 15 years

October 2007*
Bottom Right - 30 years

October 8, 2022*
*Photos by Mike Kelly
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NRHP Survey
Prairie Rivers of Iowa

Uncoverning Reel Treasuers
Mike Kelly, Benton County Consul

The Center for Home Movies stated mission includes the 
means to discover, celebrate, and preserve home movies as 
elements of our cultural heritage. After 30 years of 
watching Iowa home movies from my own family and others 
as part of my transfer business, I see familiar themes. Two 
themes, in particular, are pertinent to the Lincoln 
Highway's historic documentation: Downtown parades and 
the 'big' trip to California. These themes are constant 
throughout the Home Movie Era which began in 1923 with 
the introduction of 16mm film and greatly expanded around 
90 years ago when the more portable and affordable 8mm 
format became available.  The era ended coincidentally in 
the late 1980s at the time when Drake Hokanson's book The 
Lincoln Highway: Main Street Across America was reigniting 
interest in the historic route. The theme of Drake's book 
shows that the Lincoln, and actually all of the named 
highways were a web that connected America's Main 
Streets.

As the highways and associated services developed, a vast 
army of amateur filmmakers documented their travels and 
the celebrations along the original historic routes. I am 
guessing that many of these films are in closets, attics, or 
local library or museum shelves waiting to be rediscovered.

Let the search begin! I 
would suggest that in 
conversations with family, 
friends or other community 
historians, you make a few 
inquiries as to whether such 
gems are available.

Please reach out to Mike at 
videoportraitsofiowa@gmail
.com with any questions or 
to make arrangements to 
provide him with your Reel 
Treasures.

The Iowa Department of 
Cultural Affairs awarded 
Prairie Rivers of Iowa a 
Historic Resources 
Development Project 
(HRDP) grant to assess 
the condition of the 
approximately 319 
properties listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places along the Lincoln 
Highway Heritage Byway (LHHB) in Iowa.

Many historic properties have been lost over the years, 
and this survey is a critical first step in preserving 
them. Historic properties can be especially at risk 
because awareness of their value and knowledge of 
appropriate upkeep methods is often lost over time. 

In 2021, it was nationally recognized by the National 
Scenic Byway Foundation as a National Heritage Byway 
for its contribution to transportation history. 

Like the wagon train trails and railways before it, the 
Lincoln Highway opened cities and rural communities 
alike to vital population and commercial growth more 
than 100 years ago and brings heritage tourism and 
pride of place today. One-third of Iowans still live 
along the Lincoln Highway corridor and recognition of 
the Lincoln Highway connection is evident in festivals 
such as Nevada’s Lincoln Highway Days celebrated 
every August, and parks, like the Lincoln Highway 
Lion’s Club Tree Park in Grand Junction.

Michael Belding is assisting Prairie Rivers of Iowan with 
this project. He is the oral history program manager 
for the Iowa State University Special Collections and 
University Archives. He previously worked as an 
architectural historian for the City of Mobile, 
Alabama’s Historic Development Commission. 
Currently, Michael is a Ph.D. candidate in Rural, 
Agricultural, Technological, and Environmental History.

If you own or have knowledge of a NRHP property along 
the Lincoln Highway, contact Shellie Orngard, Project 
Manager, sorngard@prrcd.org.



4

Update on Improvements at the M&M Divide
Barbara Hackfort, Carroll County Consul

The efforts to refurnish an historic roadside park at the M&M Divide, located 
on the Lincoln Highway east of Arcadia, will be accomplished soon. The 
project began with the installation of an interpretive panel from the Lincoln 
Highway Heritage Byway recounting the history of the site. That event 
inspired the City of Arcadia, the ILHA, and the Carroll County Historical 
Society to donate a handicapped-accessible cement picnic table for the park. 
It was only after the table was in place it became apparent something was 
missing: a trash receptacle! Inquiries were then made to the Carroll County 
Conservation Foundation about arranging for a cement trash can for the site. 
The County Conservation Foundation maintains the park, and had already 
contributed the cement pad for the table; they will now provide the trash 
can to go along with the table, installing it this winter as time and weather 
permit.

Refurbishing this park hopes to underscore the historic significance of the site. Not only did the divide separate the 
waters flowing towards the Mississippi or Missouri Rivers, it also provided a designated natural line to create a neutral 
path to separate the Lakota from the Ioway, Pottawattomy, and other less warlike tribes living in Iowa during the first 
half of the 19th century. As the Lincoln Highway was established, and the numbers of motorists rapidly increased 
during the first half of the 20th century, the City of Carroll Parks Commission and the State Highway Commission 
agreed in 1940 to set up the original roadside park to accommodate the rising tide of travelers. The Parks Commission 
would provide an historic marker, a “substantial” table, and other “facilities to accommodate picnic parties and the 
public generally.” For its part, the Highway Commission would grade the area for parking and construct driveways 
leading to the park.

Today, the site continues to serve travelers who can view the original historic marker, catch a break from driving, and 
learn a bit of the history and geography of the area.

Top Right Photo: Bob Welsh, left, and Gene Welsh, right, talk 
over the old days at the Reed Station with Fred Cerka. The 
Welsh brothers worked at the station, starting as teenagers 
until it closed in 1967. They remembered the station being 
open 24/7, the amount of activity at the station, and the 
Jefferson bus line, going north and south, and the Greyhound 
bus line, going east and west, stopping to pick up passengers.

Bottom Right Photo: Dorothy Cerka, foreground, discussing a 
display with a visitor. 

Above and Middle Photo:
Station Lobby waiting for visitors and 
visitors looking over displays.

The Colo Historical Association held an open house in the Reed Station on Saturday, November 26; Sunday,       
November 27; Saturday, December 3; and Sunday, December 4. Janice Gammon attended on December 3 and spoke 
with Dorothy and Fred Cerka, the hosts for the day. Many of the displays were about Colo, the Reed-Niland families, 
the station, along with presenting some information about the Lincoln Highway. They also have a display in the Colo 
Community Center.  Much more information is stored and the Association hopes to share it in the future.

Colo Historical Association Open House
Janice Gammon, Secretary / Story County
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The Green Gable Cabin that the late Bob Owens moved to his back yard some 20 years ago was 
recently moved by Bob Ausberger, Dale Higgins, and Wayne and Jim Taylor to the Quirks Cabins Court 
on the east side of Jefferson on the Lincoln Highwa .  At the Quirks Cabin location, there remains the 
original shower house, a 30’s gas station and a café, with an add-on for living space. All the previous 
cabins had been moved. This also happened to the Greene Gable Cabins that were located in 
Jefferson.

The Green Gable Cabins were the beginning of a type of cabins along the highways for roadside ac-
commodations for travelers looking for one step above camping with tents. Perhaps one step below, 
staying in the towns with hotels. Onawa, Iowa was the site for the first cabins being built, following a
specific plan. They were a prefab cabin and shipped to many locations; many going out of state.    
Lincoln Highway Association founding member, Lyell Henry, has written about the Green Gable Cabins 
and other manufactured cabins for the Society for Commercial Archeology (SCA) magazine.

As you travel along the Lincoln Highway be sure to 
stop in Grand Junction to visit the Museum, Lincoln 
Highway Garden and the Green Cable Cabin.

201 East Main Street
Grand Junction, IA  

(515)386-4521

I am involved with three projects which should enhance the historical appreciation of the Lincoln Highway and 
help define its status as a National Heritage Byway in Iowa. I along with four other individuals formed the 
Heritage Preservation & Restoration Partners, LLC which is focused on acquiring and preserving projects along 
the Iowa Lincoln Highway.

Last summer, we acquired the station in Montour from the Kupka brothers. Their father purchased it and upon 
his passing left it to his three sons. It is a small 15 by 15 foot building with approximately a similar size canopy. 
The station needs roof, siding and interior repairs. The basement and foundation are in good condition.  On 
November 8, community club members along with myself conducted a clean up day.  We also cleaned up the 
1970 addition which was connected the station to enclose the grease bay, which is in relatively good shape. We 
were able to save a small amount of lumber, tire repair equipment, maps and other paper products. The 
planning for repairs and rehabilitation and future plans for use are in process.   

The second project is in Greene County involving the abandoned McGregor Motel at the top of Danger Hill. This 8 
unit motel will become a focal point for the larger Danger Hill Historic Area west of Jefferson. Approximately 20 
sites have been identified as places where a visitor might enjoy as part of their travels along the Lincoln 
Highway in the county.  Larry Jackson, Brian Helmus and I have cleaned out the motel. Plans are being discussed 
on using the concrete block structure as an interpretive site for lodging history and directions to the other sites.  

The third project is in Grand Junction. Ralph Miller’s Mobile station is undergoing canopy repair. Ralph Miller, 
Dale Higgins and I have been removing the rotten framework and replacing it with new lumber. It is 90 percent 
complete. Future plans include minor roof repairs, wall repairs and showcasing Ralph’s many gas station relics. 
Grand Junction now has 4 historic gas stations that do not sell gas and Casey's that does.

Preparing to Showcase Iowa's National Historic Lincoln Highway
Bob Ausberger, Director Emeritus / Green County

YOUR AD HERE
Business Card Size Ad

Single Ad placed on an inside page of the newsletter in black 
and white. The card or ad should be in standard digital 
format (.jpg) or scanner ready.

 An advertisement form can be found on our website or you 

 can contact Joyce for information: bobjoyce@netins.net

1 Issue: $10; 2 Issues: $20; 3 Issues: $30 
Buy 3 Get the 4th Free

Left Photo: Ralph Miller standing 
in front of his Mobil Station as 
clean up work begins.

Right Photo: Dale Higgins working 
on removing some of the "add ons" 
on the canopy.



Paul Gilger & Jim Cassler, Lincoln 
Highway Tours
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Over time the signs need to be maintained. The condition of the signs has 
ranged from excellent to vandalized, bent, and faded from the sun. Some 
signs are missing from their original location. The signs are always located at 
any turn with directional arrows. They are also located after any turn in the 
route where another sign confirms to the traveler they are on the right path.

Byway Sign Inventory
Jonathan Sherwood, Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Coordinator

Byway Coordinator, Jonathan Sherwood has undertaken a project crossing all 
thirteen counties and 43 municipalities of the Lincoln Highway National 
Heritage Byway to inventory and assess the condition of the Byway’s signage. 
These signs are a critical part of the Byway's infrastructure and have 
historical significance as an evolution of what came before.  So on a recent 
beautiful crisp fall morning, Prairie Rivers of Iowa staff and a volunteer set 
out to travel the Byway through urban streets and gravel roads in Story and 
Boone counties. 

From the beginning of the Lincoln Highway, tools were needed to assist the 
traveler including guidebooks and signs along the route. In the early era of 
the established transcontinental route, signs were painted on telephone 
poles ad hoc by local councils and volunteers.

Today travelers along the historic route in Iowa rely on guidebooks, maps, 
and signage. These aids are thanks to the efforts of many individuals, 
organizations such as Prairie Rivers, and government agencies like the Iowa 
Department of Transportation (IDOT).

statewide basis, provide a tool for the decision maker to do signage related scenario 
planning.

The Iowa DOT has developed a geospatial program to maintain and update data on 
locations and conditions of signs statewide. Prairie Rivers’ staff are using iPads with 
ESRI’s ArcGIS Field Maps app loaded with IDOT data to complete the survey. 
Previously condition reports were recorded based on individual needs, at specific 
times, in different districts or regions.

The inventory aims to improve the quality of the 
signage on the roadway network, improve the 
life cycle of each sign from ordering, fabricating, 
installing, maintaining, and removing, improve 
the ability to budget for these key assets on a 

According to PRI staff, “This is a great way to see the byway while traveling down 
gravel roads at 25 mph, much like the original traveler in their Ford Model T.”

The project is expected to run 
through the fall and wrap up 
before road conditions 
deteriorate.
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From The Lincoln Highway Association's "Object Lesson": 
The Seedling Mile in Linn County 

Boy Scouts with marker from Lincoln Highway

Annual Dues 
Iowa Lincoln Highway Association dues are $15.00 
annually. You may pay up to three years. Make 
checks payable to Iowa Lincoln Highway 
Association.  Please send membership info and 
payment to:

ILHA
P.O. Box 224

Grand Junction, IA 50107

If you have any questions, please write to the above 
address or contact:

Membership Coordinator - Dean Parr
(319)366-0552 or drparr51@gmail.com

THE HAPPY VALLEY GAS STATION

The Happy Valley gas station was situated on the south side of the road at the east end of the Seedling Mile. It was 
built in 1928 by Harry Stoneking, whose family had lived along this roadway long before it became part of the 
Lincoln Highway. Typical of early gas stations along the Lincoln Highway, this canopied building was across the road 
from Harry Stoneking’s bungalow house, which had been built c.1913.83

Willis Bachman of Cedar Rapids recalled his boyhood days living in the Happy Valley gas station in the years 1938 to 
1942. His family rented the station from Harry Stoneking and they managed the business, which sold Skelly gasoline 
and oil.

There were two hand-operated gas pumps and eventually one electric pump. The electric pump was used 
intermittently as the electric power was not very reliable.  The family also operated a lunch counter inside the 
station. A row of booths, a counter serving only cold meat sandwiches and pop. No beer. There were two pool tables

Happy Valley Gas Station in the 1930s. 
Photo Courtesy: Willis Bachman and 
Van & Bev Becker, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

in a back room (how was it possible to play pool without beer?), a small kitchen 
that served the entire family, one bedroom barely large enough for two double 
beds, and an indoor bathroom about the size of a small closet containing only a 
stool. In the winter the station was heated only by locally cut wood.

On Sunday mornings, the neighbors would come to the station to pick up their 
newspapers. By afternoon there were baseball games (home plate was down by 
the creek; right field up by the highway) and the lunch counter menu expanded 
to include the only hot food item - hot dogs. by evening, there were midget 
races. Yes, automobile races! A close neighbor brought a scraper and shaved 
about 3 inches of sod to form an oval track west of the baseball diamond. The 
track was flat with no banking or pit area. The cars were what we refer to 

today as midget racers. The name of local star/owner/driver Dick Hobel was mentioned as a prominent organizer 
and racer.84

While the gas station itself was never robbed, there was a close brush with John Dillinger’s gang in the late 1930s. 
One morning the Bachmans awoke to find the highway strewn with newspapers. “It seems that one of the Chicago 
gangsters (John Dillinger) had a run-in with the local law and was leading a hot pursuit back toward Chicago.”85 The 
gangsters threw out newspapers from their car to plaster the windshields of their pursuers, an attempt that was less 
than successful and primarily resulted in a mess on the highway. The gangsters managed to escape anyway.

The gas station ceased operations in the 1940s, with the building subsequently converted completely into a 
residence.86 More recently it had stood vacant until it was partially demolished a few years ago. The ruin of the gas 
station today stands sentinel near the east end of the Seedling Mile.

To read the entire The Lincoln Highway Association's "Object 
Lesson": The Seedling Mile in Linn County go to 
https://publications.iowa.gov/4135/1/TheSeedlingMile.pdf 



Iowa Lincoln Highway Association
P.O. Box 224
Grand Junction, Iowa 50107
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Here

FIRST CLASS
Upcoming Iowa LHA Meeting

April 8, 2023
Location: TBD

The next ILHA meeting will be via ZOOM

January 14, 2023 beginning at 9:30 am
President Mary Helen Preston will set up a conference line through ZOOM for this 
meeting and email a link to the consuls and officers.  If you are not a consul or 
officer and wish to join, please notify Mary Helen and she will provide you the link.  
If you are unable to join through your computer, you can join by phone.  You will 
need the dial-in number and code.  Reminder, this is not a free call, so it may 
count against your minutes or act as a long-distance call.




